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     A few years ago the leaders in a church decided to track down the congregation's inactive members.  They 

put together a list of names and sent out volunteers two-by-two to knock on doors and invite the inactive 

members back to church.  As is often the case, the volunteers discovered that most of the people they visited had 

found others things to do on Sunday morning.  One person said, “I would come back to church if it didn't 

conflict with my golf outings with my friends.”  Another said, “We came to church when our children were 

involved, but when they outgrew Sunday School, we stopped going.”  Another person said, “I enjoy going to 

church on the really big days, like Christmas and Easter, but compared to those days, the other services are a 

little boring.” 

     But one response was quite different.  Two volunteers named James and Rita went to see a man who lived at 

the end of the street in a big house behind 3 overgrown pine trees.  All the curtains were drawn and it looked 

like no one was home.  When they rang the doorbell, an elderly man with gray hair opened the door and said, 

“What do you want?”  They explained that they were from the church and what they were doing, so the man 

invited them to come inside. 

     As soon as they sat down the man said, “I'll tell you why I don't come to church anymore, it's because of the 

news.  I watch the news on television, I read the newspaper and every day I learn what an awful world it is out 

there.  The flu seems to be everywhere.  Wars never seem to end.  Families fall apart.  Children are taking guns 

into schools.  The world is falling apart and the church can't do a thing about it.  I went to church for a while, 

but the world got worse.  When my wife died, I decided to stay in here and watch everything fall apart, and just 

wait my turn.  It would take a miracle for things to turn around.  No, I don't go to church anymore, because the 

church has nothing to say.”  James and Rita didn't know what to say.  How would you respond to those 

comments?  They told the man about some of the new ministries going on at the church, invited him to come 

back, and then they left. 

     That old man does have a point.  We certainly live in a rough and painful world that sometimes seems to 

grow worse each day.  We see marriages and families struggle.  We hear bad economic news.  Natural disasters 

are always with us.  And in this age of terrorism, it seems like the threat of violence is everywhere.  Wars 

continue in Afghanistan and Iraq, and hundreds of innocent people were killed in Paris by terrorists. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus tells His disciples that things are not going to be easy in our lives.  

During this time between Jesus' first appearance on this earth and his eventual return there will wars, 

earthquakes, and famines.  Some people will try to deceive you; there will be times when you will be hated, 

disappointed, and betrayed, and there will be moments when things will appear to be hopeless.  But, Jesus says, 

these are not signs of the end.  Jesus calls them “birth pains,” in verse 8 and what He means is that they are 

simply signs of the times – characteristics of life in a sinful world.  Although we can expect these things to get 

worse or more intense as we draw closer to Jesus' second coming – just like birth contractions get more intense 

or painful for a woman before a baby is born – the existence of these things are simply part of the age that we 

live in.  So while things may appear to be bad at times it does not mean that the world is about to end or that 

Christ has abandoned us. 

     In fact, the closest we get to a sign of the end of the age comes in verse 10, where Jesus says, “And the 

gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations.”  Before the end of the age can come, the good news of Jesus 

Christ as our Savior must be proclaimed to the ends of the earth.  Now that still hasn’t happened yet, but every 

day we get closer than we’ve ever been before.  

     The last thing Jesus said in our text in verse 13 is, “But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”  To 

“endure” means not giving up hope, even though the outward signs may appear to be hopeless.  Now for some 

of these things in our society to turn around, it will take a miracle; but our God specializes in miracles and I 

think He is telling us in this text that if we want to experience His miracles, then we need to be prepared for 

them. 

     So, the first thing we need to do to prepare ourselves is to Pray.  This is what a man named Jehoshaphat did 

in the Old Testament when he needed a miracle in his life.  In 2 Chronicles 20 three groups of people who had 

been enemies of God banded together to attack the small nation of Judah.  Jehoshaphat, the leader of Judah, 



apparently had no idea they were coming to attack until they were at his doorstep.  But instead of running away 

in fear, the first thing he did was to call God’s people together for prayer.  And when Jehoshaphat prayed he 

began by reminding God of His promises.  Specifically that God had promised to be with them at all times and 

that they could approach Him in prayer at any time. 

     When you’re going through difficult times, remind yourself that God is in control.  Is there anything too hard 

for God? No. The Bible says, “With God all things are possible.”  Don’t be afraid to admit that you need help.  

Jehoshaphat knew he didn’t have the power to face this huge enemy, so he immediately went to God for help.  

But sometimes when we’re struggling, we don’t pray right away.  Sometimes we try to handle it ourselves first.  

We say things like, “Lord, I know I’m struggling in my marriage, but I know if I try harder I’ll get things 

worked out.”  And I would guess at those moments God probably says, “Go ahead, if you want to try it by 

yourself, first, if you don’t want my help, by my guest.” 

     When you need help pray first and remind yourself of who God is and what He has done in the past.  The 

second thing we need to do to prepare ourselves for God’s miraculous work is Focus on God, Not Our 

Problems.  The problem with many people is that they focus on their circumstances rather than focus on God 

and that gets them down.  The old man met by James and Rita in the story I mentioned earlier was terribly sad 

and hardly ever left his house, because he was focused on his circumstances.  After Jehoshaphat prayed, God 

answered his prayer by saying, “King Jehoshaphat, this battle is not yours, but mine, do not be afraid.”  If 

you’ve got family problems, financial struggles, or issues at work, guess whose problem it is?  It’s God’s.  Some 

of you may be saying today, “Lord, I’m tired.  I’ve tried so hard to make this work.  I just want to give up.”  If 

you’re saying or thinking that today, then God’s response to you is, “Great!  That’s what I’ve been waiting for, 

stop trying to do it yourself and let me handle it.  That doesn’t mean life will be easy, but focus on me, not your 

circumstances.” 

     The third thing we need to do if we expect God to turn things around in our world is Gather With Others.  

Hope is not a private virtue.  It is not discovered by an individual effort alone.  Rather, it is a gift of the Holy 

Spirit that is revealed in the gathering of Christians.  One of the main functions of the Christian community is to 

encourage one another.  When things seem hopeless, we need the sense of belonging to each other.  And often 

times it’s not so much what people say, but it’s their presence that sustains us.  What I always find puzzling, 

though, is that when some Christians are going through a tough time, instead of working through the experience 

with others in the church, they pull away from the church – embarrassed or under the impression that they can 

handle it better by themselves.  And yet, in the beginning God said, “It is not good for human beings to be 

alone.”  Pain that is shared is usually easier to bear; and our gathering together for worship each week builds 

hope in each of us. 

     Finally, the last thing we need to do is to Thank God in Advance.  As Jehoshaphat prepared his troops for 

battle he said, “I know we are greatly outnumbered, so here’s the plan.  I’m going to put the choir out front.  

Bring your tambourines and be prepared to sing the following, ‘Give thanks to the Lord for His love endures 

forever.’”  And that’s exactly what they did.  Jehoshaphat and his people won the battle, but before victory was 

even realized, Jehoshaphat led his people out singing and praising God that He was going to take care of their 

situation.  In other words, he was focused on the present in light of what God was going to do in the future. 

     So, have you already thanked God in the midst of your hardships, knowing He is going to work things out 

for you?  Anyone can thank God after the fact, but faith is thanking God in advance.  I know life is not always 

easy.  But I know God will never break His promises.  He loves us, He will never abandon us, and when we 

Pray to Him, Focus on Him, Gather with Others, and Thank Him in Advance, miracles will happen and we will 

be able to endure to the end.   

      


