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The Ground Round was a restaurant in St. Louis, similar to Applebee’s, that my family often went to when I 

was in Middle School.  I enjoyed going to the Ground Round, but not for the food. The Ground Round had an 

arcade room with a Crane Game. I loved the Crane Game. You know, the game with the three-pronged silver 

Claw controlled by a joystick with a red button. Behind the glass-window of this Crane Game at the Ground 

Round were stuffed animals, gift certificates, tightly-rolled t-shirts and coupons for even bigger prizes like 

autographed photos of athletes. The skill of the game was all about positioning. Maneuvering the claw perfectly 

so that when the claw descended, it would grab a prize below. 

 

When my family and I went to The Ground Round, I’d often leave with a prize from the Crane Game. Yet the 

more prizes I won, the more often I wanted to go back to the restaurant to win even more prizes. Little did I 

know, I was developing a posture toward playing this Crane Game at the Ground Round that shifted my 

perspective away from time with family and the blessing of the meal that we would enjoy. 

 

Before you straighten-up in your chairs this morning, when we talk about posture – we are not talking about the 

way we position our bodies in a chair. But we are talking about the way we position ourselves among others in 

our daily lives, and how this posture forms our perspectives of God and of others. Jesus in Mark 12 gives us two 

examples of how posture can form perspective as he highlights the Scribes and a Poor Widow. 

 

First, Jesus puts the posture of the Scribes on display as those “who like to walk around in long robes and like 

greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at 

feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers…” For these people, their posture 

has formed their perspective to see others as competition, others who can advance their cause, or others who can 

be discarded if they have nothing to offer. These Scribes pursue honor no matter the cost; yearn for public 

recognition even if it belittles others; and are willing to take from others anything that can be of use to them. 

Jesus points out this selfish posture that has caused the Scribes to neglect the very people that they’ve been 

called to serve as religious leaders in the Temple – the widows, the broken, the powerless and those in need. 

But Jesus also notices a Poor Widow. He sees in her something that cannot be found in the Scribes. 42 And a 

poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him 

and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to 

the offering box.44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 

everything she had, all she had to live on.” Unlike the Scribes, this widow is not motived to acquire more nor 

begs for public recognition. In fact, there is no indication that she receives anything in return for what she gives. 

Jesus sees the posture of her heart and life as a refreshing witness of faithful obedience to God no matter the 

personal cost. And she trusts that God will even take care of an overlooked and forgotten person like her with 

very little to offer. 

 

Truth is: this decision by the Widow is crazy. Where will her next meal come from? How will she pay her bills? 

How will she buy new clothes? Who will help her? She has nothing – and nothing doesn’t go very far. No 

money. No power. No spouse. No savings. Not even money for dinner. Yet where this poor widow ends-up 

after the Two Small coins fall from her hand into the Temple Treasury is where we never wish to be. We don’t 

like the idea of lacking something. It makes us feel like we’ve failed which is something that we don’t want 

other people to see in us! What will people think if we are unable to pay our bills? What will people think if 

they see the difficulties that we experience in our marriages or friendships? What will people think if they find 

out that our children have B’s or C’s on their report card, or are on a sports team but seldom play, or don’t get 

into the best schools? What will people think if they find out our homes are not as nice, our clothes are not as 

new, or our meals are not as robust? Our posture among others as we seek their approval in hiding the things 

that we lack forms our perspective, away from trusting in God for what He gives – but a perspective of things 



that we can present among others proof of our worth; even if we neglect the very people that we’ve been called 

to serve in pursuit of these things. 

 

As I stood in the garage of my family home in St. Louis, I looked out over the driveway to a large blue tarp 

covered with many of the stuffed animals and toys that I had won from the Crane Games. My family was 

having a garage sale. Before the sale, I was thrilled; excited to tell people who came to the sale where these toys 

had come from; surely they would be impressed. I would even make money on these toys! Yet, the majority of 

the people that came to the sale that day hardly cared about these toys at all. I stood in disbelief. What I had 

cared so much about in these toys had very little effect on other people. Late in the day, a woman came to the 

sale who was a school teacher. She had a huge smile on her face. She was excited to purchase these toys in 

order to give them to her students. She looked at me and said, “I’ll take them…how much will it cost?!” With 

these simple words, I realized that what I saw in these toys were a way for me to gain admiration for my Crane-

Game Operating Skills and make some money; but she saw in them a way to bless other people. 

 

As the Poor Widow looks into her poverty – the very little that she has – she sees a way to bless other people. In 

order to bless, she gives. And her great act of faith is what Jesus sees as He sits in the Temple. He notices that 

this poor widow pours out her life in trust that God will use even the smallest amount that she gives. And this 

poor widow’s fearless in the face of giving her all illuminates Jesus Himself as He sits in the Temple where 

accusations, challenges and anger are not far from Him. Jesus posture forms His perspective, too, remaining in 

Jerusalem with a heart locked fully and firmly upon those whom He came to save. Surely Jesus knew that Judas 

would abandon Him, that Pilate would strip away His rights, that the Roman Soldiers would take away his 

dignity and that our sin would take His life. Surely Jesus knew that He would be called to give us everything. 

And surely He knew that He would give it up for you! 

 

Though Jesus faces the reality that everything will be taken from him – even His life - it does not, and will not, 

form His perception away from us. Yet in this very action for us in Jesus Death, He postured us before God; 

people who’d much rather hide what we lack, now through Christ, we overflow with all that is needed to made 

People of God; to be made completely, utterly, totally, wholly forgiven. 

 

We do not have the capability of changing the posture of our hearts and our lives among others. Our sinfulness 

runs deep. But what we are unable to do of ourselves, Jesus has done in us. It is He who reorients our lives 

toward His Grace in the waters of baptism. It is He whose hands place the Promise of Salvation into ours with 

His Body and Blood at His Supper. It is He who became nothing so that we might be made Children of God. 

And it is Jesus who says upon us with great joy, “I’ll take them…how much will it cost?”  Amen! 


