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     Did you find all the right gifts for your family and friends this year?  Every year my wife, Sue, is very good 

at getting Christmas presents for the whole family.  In particular, she will spend the entire year buying gifts for 

her family so that come December, she pretty much has her shopping competed and never has to rush around at 

the last minute.  However, that doesn’t mean it is always easy for her to find the right gifts for the members of 

her family.  In fact, every year she always seems to ask, “What should I get for my parents?”  Sue’s parents are 

retired and like a lot of retirees they have been downsizing and there is just not a whole lot that they need.  We 

always want to be creative with our gifts, so I went to the source that most of us go to in order to find answers to 

our questions, that being Google, and I typed in, “What do you get for people who don’t need anything at 

Christmas?”  And there were some very creative suggestions that I found.   

     Sue’s dad likes cars and one site suggested buying a car known as the Rinspeed Splash.  This is a car that 

travels on land (as you see before you), and with a touch of a button, it can also travel on water.  The cost?  

Only $4.5 million dollars.  Sue’s mom enjoys jewelry and there was a site that suggested giving the favorite 

woman in your life a 132 karat diamond necklace.  It has 7 different colored diamonds – one for every day of 

the week – all for a mere $21 million dollars.  Then I found a site that listed the most expensive Christmas gift 

in the world.  So I had to check this out and I discovered the Phoenix 1000 – a 213 foot personal luxury 

submarine.  The site said you can wrap this up and take it home to entertain your family and friends for only 

$78 million dollars. 

     While the Phoenix 1000 may be the most expensive Christmas gift in history, it is not the most valuable, nor 

is it even the most costly.  The most valuable and costly Christmas gift ever given is the gift of God’s Son, 

Jesus, to the world; and though it is the most valuable and costly gift ever given – get this – it is absolutely free.  

I believe when you come to understand just how valuable and costly that gift of God is, then you can understand 

why the way we respond to getting Christmas gifts is actually a picture of the way we ought to respond to God’s 

Christmas gift of His Son to us.  Our Scripture readings for tonight take us back to the first Christmas to tell us 

what we should do with this incredible gift – the greatest gift ever given. 

     In Luke 2:10-11, an angel announced to a group of shepherds and indeed to all the world that he was 

bringing good news of great joy that will be for all people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 

to you; He is Christ the Lord.  The angel made it clear that Christmas is about joy, and we certainly know that 

Christmas is the most joyful time of the year.  After all, you see more smiles, hear more laughter, attend more 

parties, you entertain and are entertained more than at any other time of the year.  And this joy is all tied to gifts 

– the gifts we give and the gifts we receive. 

     One of the things that makes Christmas so enjoyable is the sheer anticipation, both from those who receive 

gifts and those who give gifts.  Did you ever notice that the reason we have such joy at Christmas changes as we 

mature?  When you are a child or a teenager, the joy is found in the anticipation of receiving gifts.  As a child I 

always remember looking at the gifts under the tree and wondering, “Will I get that one thing I really asked for 

this year?”  But when I became an adult, especially when I became a parent, the joy of Christmas changed in 

my life.  There was still great anticipation, but my anticipation was not for what I was going to receive, but for 

what I was going to give. 

     I remember years when I got Sue, and my daughter, Sarah, that special gift that the really wanted and I could 

hardly wait for Christmas to come.  Even though I knew what I was going to give them, I was still very excited.  

On Christmas I made sure Sue and Sarah opened those gifts last, after all, part of the fun of Christmas is 

building the anticipation of the ones receiving the gifts.  With that in mind, I try to imagine God’s anticipation 

on the first Christmas morning.  When the gift He had planned to give us for thousands of years, a one of a kind 

gift that only He could give and only He could pay for finally arrived.  I try to imagine His joy and excitement, 

especially when we receive His gift like a child. 

     We all know what happens when a little child is given a gift that he/she has been dying to open for weeks.  

They quickly tear the paper and bows off, and when they see the gift they had been hoping to get, their 

anticipation turns into celebration.  Why?  Because we are all wired for gifts.  Human beings are the only 



creatures on this planet who have a desire to give and receive gifts.  Animals and plants don’t have this desire, 

but we do because we are the only ones made in the image of God, who loves to give. 

     When God gave His Son, Jesus, to the world, it was a gift that called for the ultimate celebration and here’s 

why.  The best Christmas gift you can give basically does two things.  First, it expresses the love of the one who 

give the gift; and second, it meets a need of the one who receives the gift.  The greatest gift ever given out of 

love is Jesus, and He meets the greatest need any person ever has and that is the need for forgiveness.  Some of 

you have heard me say before that if our greatest need had been knowledge, God would have given us a teacher.  

If our greatest need had been technology, God would have given us a scientist.  If our greatest need had been 

laughter, God would have given us an entertainer.  But our greatest need is forgiveness, so God gave us a 

Savior. 

     As you look at the manger scene again this Christmas, consider the thoughts that Joseph, Mary, and the 

shepherds had on that first Christmas as they looked at this amazing gift.  I’m sure Joseph looked at Jesus, while 

remembering what the angel had told him about this child, and wondered, “How in the world am I supposed to 

be the stepfather to the Son of God?  How is this baby going to take away the sins of all people?  How is all of 

this going to work?  I would guess that Mary, while remembering what the angel Gabriel had said to her, 

probably thought, “How am I supposed to raise the Song of the Most High God?  When will he become a king?  

Early in life?  Later in life?  How will he reign forever, when no one lives forever?  How is all of this going to 

work?  Consider what the shepherds were thinking when arrived from tending their flocks and saw the baby 

lying in a manger.  I’m sure they, too, while thinking about what an angel told them, may have wondered, “How 

can this little baby be the Christ?  How is he going to bring peace on earth?  What will he do and when will this 

happen? 

     What would you think, if you could go back to the manger scene with Mary and Joseph, knowing the whole 

story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection?  Here in a feeding trough is the one and only reason that you are at 

peace and forgiven by God.  Here is the Savior, who though he is only an infant, is the one you pray to and 

worship on Sundays.  This little child is your God. 

     While everyone at the manger on that first Christmas probably had a lot of questions, there is a sense of hope 

that fills the air.  Joseph is full of hope that this child will save the world from sin.  May is full of hope that her 

son will be the Christ, whose kingdom will last forever.  And the shepherds were full of hope that through this 

child, God will bring peace.  Here in the manger is visible proof that God keeps His promises and gives the 

greatest gift out of love for us in order to meet our needs. 

     Several years ago a little girl named Madison said she had the perfect Christmas.  She got to play Mary in 

the Children’s Christmas Service at her church; she got every gift she wanted; her favorite cousins came in from 

out of town to share Christmas with her, and she got to eat candy all day long.  As her mother tucked her into 

bed on Christmas night, she said, “Mom, I sure hope Mary and Joseph have another baby next year.”  Christmas 

is not about gifts, it is about the gift – God’s Christmas Gift of His Son to you and me.  Enjoy that gift tonight, 

tomorrow, and every day, and share that gift with everyone you know.  Merry Christmas.    


