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     Mr. Fisher was the name of an instructor I had when I was doing some schooling many years ago in the 

Army.  We liked Mr. Fisher, because he would often bring donuts to class, but he would often explain to us that 

we must never tell his wife that he brought donuts to class.  Mr. Fisher had spent 20 years in the Army and he 

had seen combat in Vietnam, but it had been about 10 years since he had retired from active duty and he told us 

that the day he retired he vowed that he would never do another push or run another mile.  And I think Mr. 

Fisher kept that vow as he was a big man – about 6’4” and he probably weighed over 300 pounds.  Apparently 

Mr. Fisher’s wife was not happy with his weight and she knew that while he was bringing donuts for us, he also 

bought them for himself to enjoy.  At a special military banquet one night Mr. Fisher and his wife came up to a 

group of us standing together and said, “I want you to meet Bill Beyer, he’s going to be a pastor or a chaplain 

someday and he will vouch for me that God wanted me to have the donuts that I brought to class recently.”  I 

just stood there with a blank look on my face as he said to his wife, “I told Bill and the other guys in the class 

that my usual route to work was closed recently due to construction.  Since I had to take a different way to get 

in, I ended up driving by my favorite bakery.  As a result I prayed to God saying, ‘Lord, if you want me to have 

any donuts, then let there be an open parking space right in front of the main entrance.’  And sure enough the 8th 

time around the block, there it was!”  

     All of us know what it is like to experience temptation.  It's part of our human condition.  Temptation is like a 

wedge.  As soon as you get a wedge into a piece of wood, it's just a matter of time and force before that wedge 

will be able to split the wood apart.  And that's what temptation is – it's a wedge that seeks to drive us apart from 

God. 

     But do we fully understand temptation?  It's easy to look at celebrities, athletes, and politicians when they are 

accused of wrongdoing and think, “Well I would never do something like that or what he/she's been accused of 

doing.”  Maybe not, but I think to better understand temptation we need to re-examine our definition of sin.  Or 

if we think of sin in a broader sense – other than just the “bad things we have done” or the “good things we have 

left undone” - maybe sin could be described as our inclination to “take the easy way out.” 

     For example, in our Gospel lesson for today, we find Jesus in the wilderness, soon after He has been 

baptized, being tempted by Satan.  And the temptations that Satan offers to Jesus in our text seem, on the 

surface, rather harmless.  They're not necessarily temptations to do evil.  The devil is simply encouraging Jesus 

to take the easy road in order to show the world that He really is the Son of God.  So let’s take a closer look at 

these so called “harmless” temptations. 

     First, Satan says to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”  Not a bad idea 

when you think about it.  Just imagine what changing stones into bread could do towards feeding the hungry in 

our world.  “Just use your power to feed the world,” says Satan, “and imagine how popular you would be.  No 

suffering, no death; you’re obviously hungry, Jesus, you haven’t eaten in 40 days, so why not feed yourself – 

after all, isn’t God concerned with feeding the hungry?”  But this temptation is not about Jesus being hungry 

after fasting in the wilderness for 40 days.  It’s about Jesus using His power in the wrong way – namely to buy 

our affection and devotion.  Satan’s temptation suggests that Jesus could certainly be the Savior of the world 

without the cross.  But Jesus responds by saying that human beings come to God to have their souls filled, not 

just their stomachs. 

     So, Satan tempts Jesus a second time saying, “Worship me and I will give you all authority over all the 

kingdoms of the world.”  In other words, Satan says, “If you want people to follow you, this is an easy way to 

do it – worship me and people will come in droves.”  Sounds pretty harmless.  Jesus certainly had tremendous 

power and He could easily have become a great world leader and controlled all nations.  But if Jesus had done 

this He would have been rejecting the plan and will of His Heavenly Father. 

     Then there is the third temptation: “Jesus, if you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from the top of 

this temple and let God perform a dramatic rescue.”  Think of the consequences, though, if Jesus had done this.  

If Jesus had jumped it would have demonstrated that God could be manipulated to do whatever we want and 

whenever we need it.  This would have made following Jesus very easy, there would have been no demands 

made of us and we could be in control of our lives at all times. 



     All three of these temptations were rather subtle, and we could easily rationalize the outcomes.  These so 

called “harmless” temptations could lead to Jesus being King of the world immediately and easily.  He would be 

incredibly popular – no rejection or suffering would be necessary, no more teaching to those who did not seem 

to understand, and most important of all, no cross.  It would have been the easy way out, but it also would have 

led away from Easter – the empty tomb and the death of sin and death itself.  It would have been the end of the 

real everlasting kingdom that Jesus tried so desperately to explain to His followers. 

     The temptation of Jesus was to choose another way other than the cross, and maybe that is our temptation 

too, because the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness clearly says that life is a struggle; it is a wilderness 

experience.  We will often be tempted by evil just as Jesus was tempted.  The last verses of our text says that 

Satan was not finished.  He would be back at a more opportune time.  And in the Bible we see how Jesus was 

often tempted, and again the temptations were usually very subtle. 

     For example, last week we saw how Jesus was tempted to stay on top of a mountain with some of His 

disciples.  It was nice on top of the mountain – no hassles, no worries, and no cross.  Peter even tried to 

persuade Him by saying, “Lord, you don’t have to go back down.”  I’m sure it was tempting to stay on the 

mountain, because that would have been the easy way out, but that was not the mission for which Jesus came to 

this earth. 

     Later, when Jesus hung on the cross the Bible says that people came by and taunted Him by saying, “If you 

are the Son of God, then come down from that cross and save yourself.”  That scene actually sounds somewhat 

familiar to our text for today when Satan challenges Jesus to jump.  The bottom line is that many times it’s hard 

to be a child of God.  Sometimes it seems that the closer to God we wish to be, the more we try to live our lives 

by faith, the more temptation plagues us.  I remember hearing someone say many years ago that opportunity 

knocks only once, but it’s temptation that keeps banging on your door.  Jesus certainly knew this, and I think 

that’s one reason why He taught His disciples to pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” 

     I’m sure many of you have heard before that the world “evil” is the word “live” spelled backwards.  

Temptation is the devil’s way of turning things around, of leading us away from life.  That’s why Jesus tells us 

that the first step in dealing with temptation is to pray, because temptation always leads us away from God. 

     Our God will always strengthen us to overcome even the most persistent temptations through our prayers.  

However, this may not happen instantly and it may not even happen as we expect it.  But as Jesus set the 

example of how we can use the Word of God to defeat Satan, prayer is the key to dealing with temptation. 

     So whenever life seems to be a wilderness and you’re trying to find your way through, remember that when 

temptation comes and offers you the wrong answer, the wrong choice, the wrong use of power, Jesus was 

tempted in the same way as well.  But He did not turn those stones into bread.  He fed Himself with Word of 

God.  He did not worship Satan.  He obeyed His Father in heaven.  He did not jump off of the temple and dare 

His Heavenly Father to catch Him.  Jesus was tempted to take the easy way, but instead He chose a cross out of 

His tremendous love for us.  That’s real love, not sentimental Valentine’s day love.   

     Even though we may struggle in many ways and are tempted every day to turn away from Jesus, we are 

assured of the final victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil, because it says in the last verse of our 

second lesson for today, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

 


