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 Just outside of Toronto, Canada is a camp known as Camp Thrive. This camp serves youth who have 
autism by giving them opportunities to develop job skills, uplift interests that they’ve never been given the 
opportunity to utilize, and equip the campers to use these skills toward self-sufficiency in finding a job. Last 
year, a 17 year old boy named Sam attended the camp. At the camp, Sam met Chris who did not have autism but 
was putting-on a coffee tasting seminar on behalf of Starbucks. Chris recognized Sam’s intrigue as he tasted 
each coffee blend, but he also saw Sam’s interest in how these coffees were prepared. Sam wanted to be 
involved in making the coffees – like latte’s or mocha’s - but for him this would not be easy. You see, Sam also 
has a movement disorder that causes his body to sporadically move. How on earth could someone with a 
movement disorder make coffee without spilling it? Apparently, many people thought this same thing of Sam as 
he said in an interview that most people with his condition aren’t given a chance to prove themselves. 
 Sam had every right to give-up on his desire to be involved in making drinks at Starbucks. He could 
have given into the potential embarrassment of spilling a drink. He could have become envious of other people 
who did not have his movement disorder. He could have walked-away from the coffee tasting table that day 
and never looked-back. But Sam showed tremendous courage. Courage that didn’t attempt to restrain his 
movements and hide his autism from others, but courage that was rooted in vulnerability, that is, the strength 
to see challenge that approaches and choosing not to look away no matter the outcome. 
 For Jesus, challenge approaches Him in the form of a few Pharisees with a death threat. “Get away from 
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” Now, it’s not clear if this is a helpful word of warning, or their last-ditch effort to 
protect themselves from Jesus’ revolutionary message of grace without works and love without limits. But 
what is clear is that Jesus has just been dealt a great ultimatum: “Come any closer, and you’re a dead man!” 
 Yet, what the Pharisees give to Jesus as severe warning is precisely what He uses to bluntly clarify to 
them what He is among them to do. Jesus doesn’t get angry toward them, but shows courageous vulnerability –
seeing the challenge that awaits Him in Jerusalem and choosing not to look away no matter the outcome. In 
this vulnerability, Jesus expresses pain-filled sadness for those who won’t tolerate Him alive, deep empathy for 
those who won’t listen to Him, and deep pain for those who won’t come near Him. Even amid a death threat, 
Herod will not and cannot dictate the actions of Jesus. Jesus will not be steered away from the very people that 
He desires to save as He says, “Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my 
course. Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following…”  The path of Jesus’ feet are rooted in 
His determined love and they will not be moved.  
 Vulnerability is hard. It’s hard to be presented with a challenge and deal with it head-on no matter the 
outcome. Its one thing to be presented with the challenge of a school assignment or task at work that pushes 
our endurance or knowledge, but it’s quite another to truly be faithful with Jesus’ command to cast all of our 
personal, hidden, remorseful and shameful worries onto Him. Why? Because we’d much rather turn-away from 
that which we’re ashamed of rather than confront every aspect of our lives with God’s help! Vulnerability 
pushes against our pride. It confronts our head-strong insecurities. It moves us to a place of powerlessness. And 
if there is anywhere that we want to guard against, it’s each of these – because they make us feel weak!  Yes, 
vulnerability is hard. But vulnerability and complete openness to God is exactly where courage in His Name 
begins! And maybe that’s why we can be so hesitant to speak God’s Love and His Peace with great courage into 
the lives of other people, because we haven’t taken the necessary risk of vulnerability to allow this same Love 
and Peace to pierce and expose what we desire to keep hidden from Jesus. 
 Chris took a chance with Sam. Sam and Chris both saw the challenge that awaited each of them – but 
neither looked away. How could Sam make a drink without spilling it? How would Chris explain himself if 
Sam’s employment with Starbucks was a failure? A few months ago, a YouTube video was posted on the 
internet of Sam dancing. Today, this video has been seen over 65 Million times. It shows Sam dancing while 
making a drink. You see, Sam also had a love for dance – and Chris had an idea for Sam to channel his sporadic 
movements into dance moves which, they found, led to greater focus for Sam as he made the drinks. Over the 
past year, Sam and Chris have been able to present their story to countless corporate executives and 
companies. And it all started with a risk – a moment of vulnerability when a challenge was presented but 
neither person looked away no matter the outcome. 



 The determined love of Christ is put on display for us to see and hear today as we are made known once 
more of the challenges that confronted Him. A religious group that hated Him. Citizens that were confused 
about Him. A city that refused to listen to Him. A ruler that wanted Him dead. And a sinful world, as John 1 
tells us, that did not recognize Him. Can there be a deeper challenge to Jesus than that? But what looks to us 
like a lose-lose situation for Jesus is precisely the means by which He would clarify to us just how deep His love 
for us goes. It is here, with a sinful and confused people of Jerusalem in mind that He says, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” Unwavering with determined love. Unwilling to back-
down. Unmotivated to turn-away. And unmoved by our sin, Our Savior continuing to march ahead: nearer and 
nearer to the Cross. It was in this deeply vulnerable place of the Cross that the love of God was made known to 
all the people of the world as even the Roman guard who hated Jesus would say, “Truly this man was the Son of 
God.” As we become more fully vulnerable with Jesus, we are brought to see exactly what exists in us that God 
sent Christ to redeem in full.  
 Today in Toronto, Sam and Chris continue to work together at Starbucks making coffee drinks. And for 
Sam and Chris, it was Sam’s autism and the challenge of making drinks that brought them together rather than 
Sam’s perfect coordination, perfect movements and perfect social interaction. Christ has established His grace 
over us precisely because of our limitations. And even looking upon us and all that we bring into the 
relationship with Him, Jesus does not look away. He maintains determined love for us, and chooses to gather us 
together near Himself like a Hen guards her chicks from danger and harm.  
 As we continue in this season of Lent, we are led step-by-step to the Cross as the testament of God’s 
love for us through Jesus. Here, He became vulnerable for those whom He loves – you and me. And with our 
eyes firmly focused upon the Cross, may we take great confidence in trusting that “while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” as we “cast all our worries upon Him, for He cares for us.”  
 Amen  
   
 


