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     Have you ever had the experience where you’re going along in your daily life and everything seems to be 

going pretty well for you, and then something happens?  Maybe there’s a change in a relationship or a change at 

work or a situation with your health arises and all of sudden your find yourself struggling.  And the struggle 

seems to be overwhelming and you feel like you’re stuck, you can’t seem to move ahead.  Maybe it’s something 

that’s happened to you or maybe it’s something you’ve done, but no matter what you do you just can’t get past 

it. 

     I’m sure the disciples felt that way after Jesus died on Friday night.  For 3 years they had followed Jesus and 

learned from Him.  They saw Jesus do amazing things, they saw Him fulfill the Scriptures, and they even did 

miracles in His name.  For 3 years life was pretty good; but now this man, Jesus, who they viewed as their 

Savior, was really dead.  They were so paralyzed by the events of Good Friday – the suffering and hatred that 

Jesus endured, their failure to stand up for Him when He was arrested; Judas’ betrayal, and Peter’s denial that 

he never knew Jesus  that the disciples found themselves huddled together in a locked room and afraid on the 

first Easter morning to the point that they just couldn’t move ahead.  They were frozen with fear.  

     I’m sure most of you here today do things on a computer, you’ve probably had moments where your 

computer all of sudden seemed to stop working.  The screen appears to freeze and no matter what buttons you 

push or how you move your mouse, you just can’t seem to get anything to move.  When that happens many 

times you have to Reboot – you press CTRL+ALT+ DELETE or you turn the computer off and turn it back on 

again.  But when that happens in life, when you really seem to be stuck, it’s a little different situation but still 

what we often need is a Reboot, a fresh start, and that’s what this Easter sermon series is all about.  The 

resurrection of Jesus gave each one of us a Reboot in our lives.  The resurrection reminds us that our sins and 

regrets of the past are forgiven; we have new life with Jesus every day, and we can move ahead and face life’s 

toughest challenges with the assurance that God is always with us. 

     So I would like to begin this series by looking at Faith.  It would be nice if faith was an easy thing.  It would 

be nice if faith was like a smooth highway, where you can quickly go from one place to the next, but faith is not 

like that.  Faith has ups and downs, twists and turns, and points of struggle where we can easily face doubts.  

Today might be an easy day for many people to have faith.  Churches are full, Easter egg hunts are taking place, 

families are gathering together, and the news that Jesus is alive ought to change our lives and strengthen our 

faith.  And for many people it does change their lives and it does strengthen their faith for a little while, but then 

the challenges of life will hit again on Monday and Tuesday, and before you know it, many people who are in 

churches today will not be in churches next week, because many of them will go back to their busy lives and old 

routines, things around them won’t really seem to have changed, and they will question or doubt whether the 

resurrection of Jesus really makes any difference. 

     Consider the faith of two people who had major roles in the Easter story: Judas and Peter.  Judas betrayed 

Jesus into the hands of the authorities, while Peter denied that he ever knew Jesus.  Both men sinned and when 

faced with the reality of their sin, both men had doubts as to whether Jesus could ever forgive them.  But Peter 

believed that Jesus could forgive him for his failure and he went on to become one of the great leaders in the 

church.  Judas, though, did not believe that Jesus could forgive him and he went and hanged himself.  I wonder 

what great things God might have done through Judas if he had not given up on God.  Can you image the 

testimony Judas could have shared with people: “I betrayed Jesus, but He still forgave me and He loves me, and 

He loves you too.”  That would have been an amazing testimony. 

     Consider the faith of the women and the other disciples on that first Easter morning.  They had been told 

several times that Jesus would die and rise on the third day, but they didn’t know how to live with that news.  In 

other words, they had doubts.  We heard in our Gospel lesson that the women took spices to Jesus’ tomb on 

Easter morning in order to complete the embalming process that they started on Friday and when they arrived 

there the stone to the front of the tomb had been rolled away and Jesus’ body was not inside.  Two men in 

dazzling clothes appeared before them and asked, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not 

here, He is risen.”  In other words, they were asking, “Why did you bring spices that are used for a dead person?  



Don’t you remember when Jesus told you that He would be crucified and on the third day rise from the dead?”  

Yes they did remember, but they too had doubts.  After all, it didn’t make sense to them for someone to rise 

from the dead.  That just didn’t happen.  In fact, when the women ran to tell the disciples what they saw and 

experienced, it says in Verse 11 of our text that “their words seemed to them to be an idle tale, and they didn’t 

believe them.”  In fact, that evening Jesus appeared to the disciples in that locked room, but the disciples were 

frightened and thought they were seeing a ghost.  Jesus then asked them in Verse 38 of this same chapter: “Why 

are you troubled and why do doubts arise in your hearts?”   Many people today, like the women and the 

disciples, have heard the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection, but they too may have doubts or they don’t know 

what to do with this amazing news so they will go right back to their old way of living as if nothing spectacular 

has happened. 

     Doubt is a part of everyday life, but when doubt seems to challenge our faith there are three things I would 

like us to remember.  First, recognize that Everyone has Doubts.  I’ve known many people who have prayed and 

prayed for God to heal a loved one.  I’ve known people who have prayed for their marriages, for their financial 

situations, or for a variety of difficulties in their lives.  And sometimes it seems like God doesn’t respond and 

things seem to get worse.   I prayed for my dad to live long enough for me to see him one more time before he 

died, but that didn’t happen.  Many times when God doesn’t do what we ask or when He doesn’t bring relief or 

comfort to people who need it, it is very easy to doubt and question God.  The disciples had doubts, the women 

had doubts, even Jesus had doubts as He prayed to His Heavenly Father on the night that he was arrested 

wondering if there was any other way that He could save humankind other than being killed on a cross.  Doubt 

is a part of life, it is a part of our living with an invisible God who says, “Trust me.” 

     It’s ok to doubt, but the second thing we need to do in order to deal with doubt is to Apply God’s Word to 

our doubts.  When we are facing doubts, we need to go to Word of God.  That’s what the angels did when they 

said to the women who they brought the spices, “Don’t you remember what Jesus said about His death and 

resurrection?”  In other words, why do you doubt?  Sadly, many times when people are facing doubts that they 

will turn away from their faith and will begin to live as if they don’t believe and they will search out answers in 

all kinds of other places.  That is exactly the wrong response.  When we battle with doubt, we don’t turn away 

from God, we lean into God and in those moments God will prove Himself to be loving and faithful.  He will 

prove that He always keeps His promises, as He did this morning by rising from the dead, by being with us and 

comforting us at all times. 

     The third thing we need to do when facing doubt is to remember that Our faith is not based on a situation, 

but on a person named Jesus.  It is very easy to think that if we just believe in Jesus everything will be great, we 

will never have any struggles or hardships, and we will always be happy.  But Jesus never said that, in fact Jesus 

said that in this life we will have struggles and difficulties, there will be persecution, there will be sickness, and 

there will even be death.  So He invites us not to put our trust and hope for the future in the circumstances of 

life, but to put our trust in Him who died for us, but rose from the dead this day as He promised, to give us the 

Reboot - the new life, the new start, that we need. 

     I have learned that our God is the God of Good News and where God is, good news will always prevail.  

There are signs of the resurrection all around us and the Good News of the resurrection makes our faith real and 

it gives us a reason to come back here next Sunday, and the following Sunday, in order to meet Jesus, to 

encourage each other, and to grow together in our faith.  The reality of the resurrection makes each day with 

Jesus important and it gives life meaning that is worth living every day. 

 

 

 

 


