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     If I were to ask one of you to come forward today to lead our prayers, that we normally do soon after the 

sermon, what would you pray for – healing for those who are sick, our nation as we prepare to elect our next 

president, our mothers on this Mother’s Day, or maybe high school and college graduations?  We have a lot to 

pray about today.  But consider for a moment what you would pray for if you knew that you were going to die 

tomorrow?  Would your prayers be different then? 

     In our Gospel lesson for today we see a portion of Jesus’ last recorded prayer before His arrest and 

crucifixion.  And you will notice that in His last prayer before He dies, Jesus does not pray for Himself.  

Knowing He is going to die, Jesus prays for all of us today and all people around the world.  And what did Jesus 

pray for?  He prayed that we would be united – one with Him and one with each other. 

     I find that very comforting, because this world can certainly be a difficult and dangerous place to live, and 

when someone prays for you it means that your needs and joys are now being carried by someone else.  There’s 

an old story about a first grade school teacher at a Christian school who was teaching her students about fire 

safety, and as part of her teaching she invited the local fire department to bring a truck out for everyone to see 

and she asked that a firefighter talk to the students.  In describing what to do in case of a fire, the firefighter said 

to the class, “First, go to the door and feel the door to see if it’s hot.  Then fall to your knees.  Now, does anyone 

know why you ought to fall to your knees?”  A little girl quickly raised her hand and said, “Yes, you get on 

your knees so you can start praying to God to get you out of this mess.” 

     In one sense, the student was right.  We all want to get out of the “messes” of this world – “messes” such as 

family fights, disappointments, illnesses, financial difficulties, personal grief, and many others.  We certainly 

don’t have to look very far to see how desperately our world needs God’s help and protection, and how our 

world needs to change. 

     All of the reports and statistics concerning family life today relate over and over again about how difficult 

human relations are in every area of life.  One of the reasons for this failure in human relations is the fact that 

we are becoming more and more dependant on things, rather than people.  Just look at all the gadgets we carry 

in our hands and in our cars today that are designed to entertain and keep us connected to each other, but that 

actually prevent us from having real relationships with each other. 

     But another reason for this human relations failure is due to the fact that we as a society have lost our sense 

of responsibility to our God who alone is able to make us one.  One with Him and one with each other.  I was 

leading chapel one day with our children in our Open Arms center and I was telling them how Jesus brings us 

together and makes us one.  Apparently I mentioned several times to the children that Jesus makes us one when 

a little boy raised his hand and said, “I’m not one, I’m four and next year I’m going to be five.” 

     Sometimes, though, it seems like Christians, of all people, would rather be 4, meaning divided – rather than 

one.  One group who believes a certain way will set itself up against another group who believes another way, 

then both groups will subdivide because of internal disagreements, and before you know it, it takes 10 pages on 

an internet search just to list the various Christian denominations and churches in a small area.  This even 

happens in a local church.  Disunity can fill a congregation to the point where the Body of Christ is divided up 

into so many little pieces that the church suffers. 

     I spent this past week in Charlotte at a conference on Reconciliation.  Apparently there is so much fighting 

and disunity in churches of all denominations that a ministry known as, “Ambassadors of Reconciliation” was 

created several years ago by some Lutheran pastors to help bring reconciliation and forgiveness to Christians 

who are fighting with one another.  Books and Bible Studies have been written by this organization and 

professional reconcilers have been trained to help bring a sense of peace to congregations in conflict.  I was 

amazed at the need for a ministry like Ambassadors of Reconciliation and I was also amazed at their success in 

restoring relationships.   

     Satan will definitely do whatever he can to distract us, to turn us away from God, and to destroy our 

relationships with others.  And so it is for this reason that Jesus prayed in our Gospel lesson that we be protected 

from Satan and that we would be one.  However, unity doesn’t mean that we all agree.  We won’t always have 

the same opinion.  We’ve had differences of thought in this congregation on how to do things and we’ve 



sometimes struggled together to know and do God’s will.  But what makes this congregation strong, what 

makes this congregation unified is our fundamental agreement on our mission: to make followers of Jesus by 

Sharing His Word and Living His Love; (that is printed at the top of our bulletins each week); and knowing 

what business we are really in – glorifying God and not ourselves. 

     One place where we symbolize our unity is right here at Holy Communion.  As we gather together here at 

this altar and eat the bread and drink the wine, we express in a visible way that: we believe Jesus is present in 

the bread and wine; we believe we are sinners and are sorry for our sins; and we believe Jesus Christ is our 

Savior and with God’s help we will live a Christian life.  As we gather around this altar, our differences become 

insignificant, our unity is affirmed, and God is glorified.                                   

     God never wanted life to be difficult for us in the world.  In fact, He gave us the 10 Commandments not to 

make life miserable, but to make life more enjoyable.  Unfortunately, there are all kinds of worldly forces in our 

families and in our communities that make life difficult for us.  But that doesn’t mean that we should try to run 

away from things, or move to a different area to avoid the struggles of life, or that we should give up, stay in our 

homes, and avoid people.  On the contrary, Jesus prays that we not be taken out of this world, but that we would 

remain in this world and be protected from Satan, because it is in this world, this creation of God, that we are to 

experience the goodness of God that He has built into His creation.  In other words, God calls us to be in the 

world, open and vulnerable to all of its difficulties; and within the world we are to live as those who know Jesus 

and the reality of His love and forgiveness. 

     I’m sure we’ve all seen churches in this community and throughout the country that have the funny messages 

on their signs that say things like, “Win a Free Trip to Heaven, Details Inside,” or “Walmart isn’t the Only 

Saving Place.”  But last week in Charlotte I saw a church sign that said, “Please pray for Samantha Weiss.”  I 

didn’t know Samantha Weiss, I didn’t know her struggles or her burdens, but I thought about her that day and I 

did pray for her.  That sign reminded me that the Good News of Jesus Christ was never meant to be kept in 

some safe, protected, secluded area.  It was meant to be shared.  Our burdens and joys are meant to be shared 

with each other.  What a wonderful vote of confidence then, when Jesus prays that we are not to be taken out of 

this world, because there is work to be done and we are the ones to do it.  The world needs to be changed and it 

needs to see the difference God can make in others through His people. 

     And one of the best places for this to begin is in our families.  One of the marks of a good family is that it 

offers protection and safety from the harshness of the world.  To protect our families we employ home security 

systems, automobile air bags and seat belts, self-defense programs, neighborhood watches, and much more.  

Good families go out of their way to provide protection for their families.  So do godly families. 

     Knowing that we are joined to our God by faith, and that people are praying for us, we can be joyful in the 

best sense of the word.  And by remaining in the world, where Jesus wants us to be, we can be examples and 

encouragers to others who don’t know and haven’t experienced the unity and true joy of life that is ours in Jesus 

Christ. 

      


