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 Every weekday morning, we can be sure to see two things on our local news: A Weather Report and A 
Traffic Update. When it comes to the Traffic, the news stations will show a map of the roads in the greater 
Raleigh Area with accidents, power outages or construction that may inhibit the morning commute. But what 
drives me nuts, and probably does for you too, are the massive delays caused by people who drive dangerously 
slow in order to simply “look at” the accidents that have taken place. These have become known as “onlooker 
delays” – miles-upon-miles of gridlocked cars at the result of curious drivers who desire nothing more than to 
stare at another person’s situation.  
 Jesus in Luke 8 is approached by a man who is well acquainted with curious people who desire nothing 
more than to stare at his situation. It’s his daily reality. He is gawked-over, gossiped-about, and laughed-at day-
in and day-out. And quite frankly, Jesus has every reason to be nothing more than another “onlooker” of this 
man. Consider this with me: Jesus is in the country of the Garesenes – a place that He shouldn’t even be in to 
begin with. This Gentile-ridden, Jewish-avoided, morally-toxic, religiously-loose society has virtually no God-
fearing person in it. Yet, it’s the very destination that Jesus desires to go. Arriving there, Jesus receives quite the 
welcome: a man living a life defined by the demons that possess him. He is as naked as the day he was born, 
smelly and disheveled, and talking far too close and far too loud than would be considered normal. Talk about a 
prime candidate to pass-by and ignore! But, not only does Jesus remain with this man – He engages with him in 
conversation: “What is your name?” Jesus says. The demons within the man respond with angry fear, knowing that 
they have no power in the presence of Jesus: “Legion.” Jesus will not remain an “onlooker” because his beef is not 
with the man who is possessed by the demons, but with the demons who possess him. Not with the man who 
is abandoned and alone, but with the devil who delights in the fact that this man is abandoned and alone. 
 And in all of this, where are the disciples? Verse 27 indicates that they never got out of the boat. Jesus 
alone set his feet on the dry shoreline. They seem content to watch, causing “onlooker delays” by remaining 
gridlocked by their own uncertainty of this strange man. The love of God and care for others becomes 
bottlenecked and stuck – because, quite frankly, they don’t want to be near this man at all. But maybe these 
disciples are more similar of us than we would like to admit: content with simply look-in upon the life of 
someone else who is different than us like someone getting a good-look at a car accident as they drive by; a 
curious person who desires nothing more than to stare at another person’s situation. Fear. The difference in 
others. Unconfident in ourselves. Reasons for being “onlookers” in life are not at a shortage. 
 Yet - Unrestrained Godly love knows no fear. Unhindered Godly love casts difference aside. 
Unrestricted Godly love finds courage in Him alone. And this is precisely what Jesus demonstrates here in 
Luke 8. Jesus sees the depth of sorrow that this man has maintained for years – even taking-up residence among 
dead people in a graveyard because at least there he will be left alone. The embarrassment of this man spills-out 
in his plea to Jesus: “What have you to do with me…I beg you, do not torment me.” He expects to be treated harshly. He 
expects that Jesus came to him to lay-on the guilt. He lives a life defined by these very expectations. 
 But Jesus lives a life defined by His love for all people in this world who are plagued by Satans desire to 
cloud-out as much of God’s mercy as possible. Not only do the intetnions of Satan impact this man in Luke 8, 
they also provide an opportunity for the people of the Garesenes to sink more deeply into their complacent 
curiosity of this man who they see as a lost-cause. And just as quickly as this interaction begins with Jesus and 
the demon-possessed man, it is over. The pigs float dead in the water. The demons nowhere to be seen or heard. 
The man silent and clothed at the feet of Jesus. Jesus power has been shown. His grace made known. His love 
poured-out in full on the man who deserved it the least. 
 It’s this same generous love that has been made known to you. Jesus approached us though nothing that 
we can point-to in our lives can show adequate worthiness for such compassion. Like that of the demon 
possessed man, Jesus’ beef is not with you – it’s with Satan who works-at distorting your love for other people, 
and sabotaging our trust in the depth of Jesus’ love for us. The proof of this is engraved upon His Hands, His 
Feet, and His Side: each thorn on His forehead declaring the forgiveness that you have in His name. 
 This act of Jesus for us and toward us is our strength to engage the lives of others rather than selfishly 
becoming “onlookers” – selfishly curious people desire nothing more than to stare at another person’s situation.    
Like the man sent to live among the people of the Garesenes, we are sent back into the world as people 



redeemed and restored by God. Our words and actions among others don’t have to be deep or profound to be 
faithful to God. For it is simply our sharing of what God has done for us and in us that is our strength as we live 
a life defined by His Mercy, His Care, and His love for you. Faithfulness to God among others pushes aside 
political or sexual differences to simply be with and listen to those who are alone. Faithfulness to God among 
others forges past differences of economic levels and even religious affiliation in order to embrace and care for 
those in need. Faithfulness to God among others refuses to be an “onlooker”, but approaches others with 
empathy and the joy of Christ we saves. None of these things compromise the faith we hold in Jesus and the 
entirety of His Word. They are the demonstration of just how deeply we hold to Him and His Word!  
 It was Jesus who did exactly this for the man in Luke 8 – approaching the unapproachable. It is we who 
are called to do the same among others as those living a life defined by God’s grace and grace alone. And it is 
Jesus who has done this for us once and for all, for “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Amen. 
   
   
 
 

 

 


