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     In 1999, Barry Sanders, the star running back of the Detroit Lions and maybe the greatest running back to 

ever play professional football, abruptly retired at the age of 31.  He was healthy, he was still one of the best 

running backs in the game, he was getting paid a lot of money, and most likely if he had played that year he 

would have broken the NFL record for most rushing yards in a career.  But without warning or a press 

conference or any kind of farewell celebration, he sent a letter to the Lions’ organization announcing his 

retirement before the start of the 1999 season.  As a result, he had to pay back some money to the Lions’ 

organization that had been given to him when he signed a new contract a few years earlier, because he did not 

fulfill his contract.  Many people criticized Barry Sanders for walking away from the team, but years later he 

said that he didn’t want football to be his identity.  Instead he said that as a father and a man of faith, and he 

needed to focus on being a father to his sons. 

     Several years earlier Patrick Morley, the founder of Morley Properties located in Florida, abruptly decided to 

leave his business in order to spend more time with his wife and children.  Many people couldn’t believe that 

Morley, who was the president and managing partner of 59 companies and partnerships at the time, would walk 

away from his very successful company that he worked so hard to create.  He, too, was criticized by some 

people for leaving his company. 

     Barry Sanders and Patrick Morley were both very successful, they had made a lot of money, and their 

schedules were filled with business and civic responsibilities.  However, as they reviewed their time-consuming 

responsibilities they both decided to prioritize everything in their lives on the basis of who really loved them.  In 

other words, they said, “Why should we give ourselves to people who don’t love us at the expense of those who 

do?” 

     That’s a powerful thought.  It is a question of priorities.  It is a question of managing our time wisely.  Jesus 

was concerned about how we manage our time.  In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus told a story about a mastor 

or landlord who was away from home attending a wedding banquet.  While he was gone, he left his servants in 

charge of the estate and they had no idea when he was going to return.  All they knew was that they were to 

have the house ready when their master did return. 

     Now, let’s put ourselves in the place of these servants.  They had a choice to make: They could have said, 

“The master’s gone, let’s celebrate.” or they could have carried on with their responsibilities.  However, since 

none of us are servants, maybe a more modern translation of this story would be to view the servants as children 

or teenagers and the master as parents who have gone out for the evening.  These children could spread out their 

toys all over the house or as teenagers have a big party at the house and hope they can get the place back in 

order before their parents get back, or they could act responsibly the entire time.  Either way they would need to 

decide how to spend their time. 

     Since Jesus was concerned about the use of our time, time management, then is a spiritual concern.  The use 

of time is just as much a measure of our spiritual well-being as the use of our money.  Jesus says in our Gospel 

lesson, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  And we often say in our world, “Time is 

money.”  So there is probably more truth to that phrase than many of us realize. 

     Someone once told me, “You don’t really pay for things with money.  You pay for them with time.”  For 

example, if we say, “In five years I’ll have enough money put away to buy that vacation house on the beach, 

and then I’ll slow down.”  That means the house will cost 5 years of your life.  In other words, translate the 

dollar value of the house, car, or anything else into time, and then see if it’s still worth it.  Sometimes we can’t 

do what we want or have what we want all at once, because each requires a different expenditure of time.  

Therefore, the phrase, “spending your time,” is really not a metaphor, it’s how life works. 

     So how well do we manage our time?  Are we using our time to benefit those who love us?  Are we giving 

enough of our time to God?  I don’t think any of us would feel that we’re giving enough time to God.  In fact, it 

can be very discouraging to examine our lives to see how we use our time and realize just how often we fail 

God.  And yet, our text for today says, “….it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  Because 

God loves us, He is pleased to give us the kingdom of eternal life.  The image here is not of an overbearing, 



hard-nosed God who reluctantly gives out grace, rather it is an image of God, our Heavenly Father, who 

through Jesus willingly, anxiously, and lovingly gives us blessings in the midst of life’s uncertainties. 

     The implication in this story is that not only were the servants awake and ready for their master’s return, but 

they were glad to see him come home.  Almost like when children are excited to see their parents come home 

from an evening out or a weekend away and they ask, “What did you bring us Mommy & Daddy?”  This is the 

picture that Jesus wants us to see in our relationship with Him.  This is what Jesus wants us to believe about 

God our Father – it brings Him great pleasure to give us the kingdom of everlasting life and He wants to serve 

us. 

     I was driving through the mountains of Western North Carolina a few years ago and I saw a billboard sign 

that read, “Prepare to Meet Thy God.”  I think the hidden message in that sign was that in the uncertain twists 

and turns of life’s journey, meeting God can not only be surprising and sudden, it can be fearful and frightening 

– especially if we are not alert and ready. 

     But that is not the message of our Gospel lesson for today.  The message in this text is that we can live with a 

basic sense of security, knowing that God delights in us and wants to give us good things.  So to those who are 

struggling with uncertainties or with a guilty conscience because of something you have done in your past, 

Jesus gently speaks some very comforting words to us in this text by saying, “Fear not, little flock,” meaning, 

“Don’t let your doubt, worry, or guilty conscience keep you away from God, who desires not your punishment, 

but your preservation.”  The Lord who promises to return to this earth as a judge, is the same Lord who first laid 

down His life in love for us on the cross. 

     Therefore, it is not God’s duty or drudgery, but God’s delight to give us the kingdom of forgiveness, love, 

and life.  What, then, could make God happier, or give God more pleasure than to rescue us when our lives 

seem to be out of control, or to heal us from hurting, or to spare us from suffering, or save us from sinning, or to 

bless us with His presence, and in the end, to grant us eternal life with Him.  God is not reluctant, but eager to 

include us in His kingdom and to hold us close in His loving arms.  

     We may still experience tensions at work or at home, or a sickness that won’t go away, or a burden that 

weighs us down night and day, yet God wants us to know that we do not endure these things and go through life 

alone.  As believers, we go through life with high points and low points, laughter and tears, with a built in 

confidence that God is real, He is close to each one of us, and He delights to bless us with more than we desire 

or deserve.  In light of this text, though, I couldn’t help but wonder if a young man who was killed in Chicago 

about a week ago, or a 64 year-old woman who was killed in London last week, or if 13 people who were killed 

in a fire in France yesterday, were they all ready to meet their Lord?  I pray that we will dedicate ourselves to 

the task of helping people in our community and throughout the world to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior 

so they are prepared for His return to earth someday or to meet Him when He calls us home; because we have a 

God who loves us, who serves us, who takes great pleasure in us, and who wants all people to live with Him 

forever in His heavenly kingdom.     


