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     One of the many joys that Pastor Tom and I have in working with our children and staff at our Open Arms 

Christian Child Development Center is doing chapel every Wednesday.  Much like our children’s message, we 

will sit down with the children and do a special message with them that involves a lot of interaction, we pray 

together at the end of the message, and then we have a time of singing.  Earlier this summer a 4-year-old girl, at 

the end of a chapel lessen I did on living with Jesus in heaven, said, “Pastor Bill, my grandma died, and she 

turned into an angel in heaven so she can watch me.”  That’s a sweet thought and maybe you’ve even told 

children things like that before, but I must admit as I sat there with her I thought to myself, “That’s not exactly 

what the Bible says, so should I try to explain that while her grandma may be in heaven, she’s probably not an 

angel?”  As I gently tried to tell her how we get to live with Jesus in heaven when we die, I discovered there 

was no way I was going to change her mind that her grandma was now an angel; and that was fine, because it 

brought her great comfort knowing that her grandma still lived. 

     However, there is a lot of confusion about heaven in our world and a lot of myths that people believe.  If you 

were to ask people if they believe in heaven and hell, I would guess that almost everyone would say “yes.”  If 

fact, I have never met anyone who didn’t believe that there is some kind of life after our existence here on earth.  

I’ve also discovered that most people believe they are going to heaven someday.  Ask anyone the question, 

“How does one get to heaven?” and you will probably hear most people say, “As long as you live a good life 

and try to do good things, you’ll go to heaven.”  That sounds good, but the Bible does not say that. 

     If you ever spend time talking to people who, don’t go to church or who don’t believe in Jesus as their 

Savior, about heaven and faith, there is one question that will inevitably come up that some people will ask out 

of curiosity and others will ask out of a sense of being offended.  The question goes something like this: “So are 

you saying that according to what you believe, the only people who are going to heaven are those who believe 

in Jesus as their Savior?”  The reason this question gets asked is because saying that Jesus is the only way to 

heaven sounds “exclusive.”  For some, it’s exclusive because with all of the other religions in our world that 

just doesn’t seem to make sense. Are they all wrong?  For others, it’s exclusive because it sounds arrogant and 

judgmental to say that some people are going to heaven and others are not based solely on their beliefs in Jesus.  

After all, there are a lot of good people in our world who work hard to care for the sick and the poor, how could 

Jesus ever turn them away? 

     This mindset, though, is nothing new.  Jesus faced this same kind of curiosity and objection in our Gospel 

lesson when someone asked Him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  This question did not come 

from someone who had never heard of Jesus’ message of love and forgiveness.  It’s a question of someone who 

has heard it and has realized just how different it is from the rest of society’s beliefs.  It’s either asking for 

clarification of this new teaching from Jesus or the question is making an accusation against Him because of His 

new teaching.  And there’s a lot we can learn and apply from how Jesus answered.  His answer shows us what 

to say to those who are offended, to those who are curious, and to those who are complacent. 

     Jesus’ answer to this question was very simple.  He didn’t get bogged down in a deep philosophical debate.  

He didn’t go through all of the Commandments to show this man who asked the question all of the things he 

had failed to do in his life.  In answering the question, Jesus simply talked about sin and grace, and He went 

straight to the most fundamental sin of all: unbelief – failing to put your trust in God.  In verse 24, Jesus said, 

“Strive to enter through the narrow door.  For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.”  Jesus 

Christ is the “narrow door,” and anyone who is trying to enter into heaven through any way other than Jesus is 

not going to be able to get in. 

     Then Jesus speaks of the end in Verse 25 saying, “When the master of the house has risen and shut the 

door,” in other words, once you die or when Judgment Day comes when I return to this world, “you will stand 

outside knocking on the door saying, ‘Lord, open the door to us.’ But he will answer you, ‘I do not know where 

you come from.’”  Meaning, “I don’t have a relationship with you.  You did not put your trust in me – you put 

your trust in someone or something else.”  Verse 26, “Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your 

presence, and you taught in our streets.”  That’s what the people of Jesus’ day would say.  People today might 

say, “Hey, wait a minute.  I grew up in a Christian family.  I went to church many times.  I tried to live a good 



life and do good things the way you wanted us to live.”  But Jesus does not accept that logic.  He goes on to say 

in verse 27, “I don’t know where you come from.  Depart from me, all you workers of evil.”  To those who 

don’t believe, Jesus says in verse 28, “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Jesus makes it very clear 

– the consequences of unbelief are very severe. 

     Many of you may know that we had a pump in our plumbing and water system here in the church that broke 

one night back at the end of June.  As a result, water came pouring out into the hallway and classrooms of our 

Open Arms center.  Our Open Arms staff worked very hard to clean up all the water.  In fact, they did such a 

nice job that when our insurance agent arrived and looked down the hallway, he asked, “So where was the 

water?”  Even though we told him that the water had been all over the hallway, it seemed like he didn’t believe 

us, because the walls and the carpeting looked fine from the outside.  But then he pulled out this small hand-

held machine that could detect moisture in a room and when he pointed it toward the walls, it clearly showed 

moisture all throughout the walls of the hallway and some classrooms.  As a result, the walls, two feet from the 

ground have been replaced throughout the hallway and in many of the classrooms.  When the contractor started 

replacing the walls, several times I asked him why certain walls had to be replaced, because they looked just 

fine and they felt dry.  But when he cut the walls open, you could see some of the water inside and he said that 

water had to be cleaned out before the new walls were put in place to avoid staining and any mold from 

growing.  Even though many walls looked fine and felt dry, once the walls had been cut away, the water and 

potential problems were exposed for everyone to see. 

     Now apply this situation to your life.  We can try to live a good, decent, honorable life.  We can tell Jesus 

about all of the nice things we have done.  We can appear to be wonderful individuals on the outside, but Jesus 

sees right through our good deeds and says while you may appear to many people to be a good person, you have 

all kinds of stains and imperfections – known as sins – that I see that need to be fixed.  And the only way to 

have those sins removed is through Jesus’ death on a cross.  The punishment for sin is death, but Jesus says, 

“Believe in me and I’ll wipe out those sins permanently, and instead of death, I’ll give you everlasting life.” 

     There are many ways to die, and there are many ways to hell – Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, materialism – 

but there’s only one way to life in heaven, and it’s through the narrow door that is Jesus Christ.  The door is 

considered “narrow,” because there’s only one way in and because you can’t bring anything with you – none of 

your own works, none of your selfish ways – nothing.  And that narrow door of Jesus is what makes us 

Christians “narrow minded.”  Our message is not one of arrogance or pride or prejudice.  It’s grace, which is 

truly an amazing and miraculous thing, because grace just doesn’t fit the world’s way of thinking.  We are given 

a reward that Jesus earned, and Jesus gets the punishment that we deserve.  That doesn’t make sense, but that’s 

grace and grace is God’s way of thinking – Jesus lived a perfect life, keeping all of God’s commands, but He 

died on a cross so that we could be forgiven and have life.  

     To those who are offended, curious, or complacent, who ask, “Are you saying that only a few people, only 

certain people, only those who believe in Jesus like you are going to heaven?” you now have an answer.  It is, “I 

certainly hope it’s not going to be just a few who are saved.  That’s not what anyone wants.  But being nice or 

doing lots of good things will not get you into heaven.  Only by believing in Jesus will you live, and whether 

it’s few or many I want you to be in heaven with me and all of our Open Arms children, because they know 

Jesus as the only way to eternal life.  Jesus is the only way, the narrow way, believe in Him and you will live.    


