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     Some of you know that over the past 6 weeks my wife and I have been struggling with our washing machine 

that has not been working properly.  It cleans our clothes just fine, but when it would go into the rinse cycle, the 

machine would make this very loud screeching and banging noise and it would bounce on the floor and then 

slam against the wall.  To make a long story short, 5 repairmen have come to our home over the past 5 weeks to 

fix the machine – which was still under warranty since it was only about a year old – with each one insisting 

that he knew how to fix it.  However, each time a repairman left the house declaring the machine to be fixed, 

the noise and banging would come back as soon as we did another load of laundry.  Last week the company 

where we bought the machine finally decided they would give us a new machine later on this week after the 4th 

and 5th repairmen said the machine was unrepairable.  As you can imagine by the time the 4th repairman came to 

my house to fix the machine I was not happy.  By the time the 5th repairman came to our house we had taken a 

video of the machine washing our clothes and when we showed it to him he was shocked.  However, he made a 

few adjustments, we ran a load of laundry while he was there and everything worked just fine. 

     Two days later we ran another load of laundry through the machine, and the screeching and banging came 

back louder than ever.  This time when I called the company – which was now the 6th phone call I made to 

them, I decided not to get upset, but to be nicer than ever.  Because Sue and I realized that we have a lot to be 

thankful for in our lives, and getting upset over a washing machine that did clean our clothes but clearly was not 

working properly was just not worth getting upset about any longer.  In fact, it seems like many people today 

are constantly frustrated or unhappy.  Just watch some of the people at a place like Walmart these days and you 

will see people who look tired waiting in line, frustrated as they deal their children, and bored as they look at 

their phones.  I believe our churches and our homes need to be places of joy, and they will be if we learn some 

of the secrets of joy.  We have a powerful, holy, awesome, compassionate, generous, and loving God who cares 

about us more than we care about ourselves; and if we can come to appreciate and understand this, and let it 

work its way through our lives – our thoughts, our emotions, and our relationships – I think we will become 

more thankful people, and thankful people are often joyful people. 

     Our Gospel lesson for today is one of those stories that helps us to understand the importance of being 

thankful for God’s goodness to us and that there is more to life than simply going through the motions.  The 

story begins with Jesus entering a village in which 10 men, who have leprosy, stand off at a distance and shout 

to Jesus for healing.  It is significant to note that these 10 men did not come near Jesus – they stood off at a 

distance and shouted to Him, because in those days anyone who had leprosy was considered “unclean,” which 

meant not only were they not allowed to go near other human beings, for fear of spreading the disease, but they 

were also considered to be unworthy of God. 

     It’s one thing not to get near others when you are sick, but imagine not only having to live outside of your 

community, not only having a disease in which there was no cure, but also being declared by the religious 

leaders of the day that this disease meant that God didn’t love you and was condemning you. 

     And yet, even in the midst of this horrible situation, these 10 men with leprosy had something to be thankful 

for in their lives.  In their common misery they had found each other, and what is interesting to note is that one 

of the men was a Samaritan.  In those days, Jews and Samaritans hated each other, but in the common misery of 

their leprosy, these men had forgotten that they were Jews and Samaritans, and realized only that they were men 

in need. 

     This brings us to the first point I would like to make about this story.  Even in the midst of our problems 

there is always something to be thankful for in our lives.  Now I would guess that some of you here today may 

be having health issues or maybe you are struggling with your marriage or maybe you are having a tough time 

making ends meet, and you might be thinking, “Pastor, it’s easy for you to say that we always have something 

to be thankful in our lives, but you don’t know what I’m dealing with right now, you don’t understand.”  Well, I 

certainly cannot deny the reality that there are pains and sorrows that everyone experiences in life.  But imagine 

suffering with a terminal disease all alone and being told by people that your disease means that God doesn’t 

love you.  Could there be anything worse than that situation?  And yet, those 10 men with leprosy had 

something to be thankful for in their lives. 



   In our second service today we will be singing a hymn titled, “Now Thank We All Our God.”  The song was 

written by a Lutheran pastor named Martin Rinckert in 1637 in the midst of the 30 Years War in Germany.  The 

city where Rinckart was a pastor became a place for refugees seeking safety from the fighting since it was 

protected by a wall.  However, the city quickly became too crowded; food supplies dwindled, a famine hit, and 

then came a terrible plague.  In one year over 6000 people in Rinckert’s village, including his wife and all his 

children, died from the plague.  And yet, in the midst of that horrible catastrophe, Martin Rinckart sat down and 

wrote that great hymn of thanksgiving: “Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices.”  Even in 

the midst of terrible suffering reasons can be found to give thanks. 

     The second point I wanted to make about this story is that even in the midst of problems, thanksgiving needs 

to be expressed.  As Jesus entered this village, these 10 men with leprosy called out to Jesus – begging for 

mercy.  But notice Jesus’ response.  He tells the men, “Go show yourselves to the priests.”  He doesn’t pray 

over them; He doesn’t touch them, as He had done with other people who had leprosy, and heal them instantly, 

instead He tells them to follow some Old Testament rules for cleansing.  Going to a priest was the last step in 

the cleansing process.  The priest didn’t heal anyone, rather his role was to confirm that a person had been cured 

and to declare that the person could return to society and live a normal life again.  Therefore, I think it takes a 

real measure of faith for these 10 sick men not to question Jesus, but to begin their journey to see the priests – 

without being cured, convinced though that the priests would declare them to be “clean.”  And then, as they 

went on their way, our text says that they were all miraculously healed. 

     All 10 lepers took Jesus’ words at face value, but only one recognized that as they traveled to see the priests 

that his life had been transformed by the power of God.  Only one realized that he had encountered the very 

presence of Almighty God and decided to go back to the One who healed him to say “thank you.”  Only one 

recognized that Jesus’ healing meant a new way of living life. 

     The question for us today is: “Who are we in this story?”  We all know the temptation of taking God’s 

blessings for granted.  We pray to God, asking for His help, and we get what we want from Him, but then we go 

back to our normal lives – back to our own way, forgetting about God even though our lives have been eternally 

changed.  I can imagine that the man who returned to thank Jesus probably continued to praise Jesus for the rest 

of his life as his life had completely changed.  I’m sure people could see by his life that he had been touched by 

the love of Jesus, because of the joyful life he lived.  

     For 15 years people have been turning up here at our church to ask God for many things, just like those 10 

lepers asked Jesus for healing, and we are encouraged to ask God for things.  He even tells us in His Word, 

“Ask, and it will be given to you.”  But we must also remember that we need to turn up here at our church to 

Thank God and to Praise God, that while we don’t always get exactly what we want, God always provides and 

He has healed us of our spiritual leprosy known as sin that once separated us from Him.  God joyfully sent the 

only cure, His Son Jesus, to die for us that we may be healed of our disease of sin in order to live with Him 

forever. 

     While the rest of the world focuses on their jobs, families, friends, entertainment, and all of their stuff, we 

focus on those things, too, because we recognize those people and things as blessings from God.  But what 

makes us different, like the one thankful leper, is that we interrupt our lives to come here to Thank God and 

Praise God for His love, and to forgive each other as God has forgiven us. 

     In fact, I would like to introduce you to one person who has decided to take a moment to interrupt his life in 

order to come here and thank our God and all of you for our 15 years of ministry in this community.  I would 

like to invite Trooper Brian Maynard to please come forward this morning as he would like a share a few words 

with all of us. 

 

 

  


