
Title: “What Happens Next?” 
Text: Luke 21:5-19 

 The excitement of a good movie often hinges on the twists and the turns that the plot takes. Reaching 
our hands into a bowl of popcorn, our minds reach toward possible answers to the question: “What happens next?” 
Years ago, the Indiana Jones Movie Raiders of the Lost Ark had me trying to figure-out: “What happens next?” Indy 
stood staring at a golden, football-sized idol deep within a Temple in a forest in Peru. The idol rested on a scale 
made of stone. If the weight of the item on the scale changed, the entire booby-trapped Temple would self-
destruct, trapping him inside. Indy nervously held a bag of sand, about to use it to counter the weight of the 
idol on the scale, trying to quickly replace the bag of sand with the golden idol without the scale’s recognition.  

As the music slowed my heartbeat quickened. Would it work? Would he trigger the scale? Would he 
make it our alive? The moment came, Indy made the switch, and then…nothing happened. The scale didn’t 
move. Indiana Jones smiled and so did I. Until a crackling sound was heard – stone rubbing against stone. The 
scale was tripped. The Temple began to crumble. All Indiana Jones could do now was run! And I was left, once 
more, with the question that I thought had an answer: “What happens next?”  
 A similar question is voiced by some people in Luke 21 that Jesus notices admiring the ornate 
architecture of the Temple, and says to them, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left 
here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” This Temple that Jesus spoke of was Herod’s baby;  his 
trophy to other kings as a testament to his power. And yet, this Temple was also seen by many faithful people 
as the location God’s presence on earth. It’s as if Herod stood before the Temple with a bag of sand to quickly 
switch the meaning of it – shifting the focus of the Temple from the place where God interacts with His people 
toward a shrine for himself: from the house of God’s restoration to a house of selfish reputation. And in light of 
Jesus’ comments about this Temple, the people want to know, “What happens next?” as they ask, “When will these 
things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?”  
 It’s a question that we often ponder deeply in challenging moments of our lives: “What happens next?” The 
easy option may seem, like Indiana Jones when the Temple started to crumble, to run for the exit and hope for 
the best when we feel the crackling sound of our world compressed by the crafty nature of sin that tries to get 
as close to us as possible. Or maybe we are brought to idly bury our face in our hands when we hear the 
crackling of a world weighed-down by hatred among people, corruption in leadership, or unfaithfulness of 
people we trust. But, we are deeply mistaken if our pride leads us away from the recognition that we are those 
that can become worrisome, arrogant, shallow or angry when we are not satisfied with the answer to the 
question, “What happens next?” Sin is crafty. Jesus knows this. And Satan wants to badly to lead as away from 
confiding in Jesus when we have no clear answers. In fact, Jesus says, “see that you are not led astray. For many will 
come in my name, saying, “I am he!” and, “The Time is at hand!” Do not go after them.” He also warns us of other things that 
can distract us from clinging to Him in a world where “nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilence. And there will be terrors and great signs from above. 
But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will 
be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake.” “What happens next?” can easily be a question that moves us 
toward fright rather than faithfulness. 
 Raiders of the Lost Ark would have been an awful movie if Indy remained motionless in fright and gave-up, 
watching the Temple crash-down around him. Being the opening scene, it would have been a very short movie, 
too. But the excitement and allure of Indiana Jones is his resolve and determination to press-on even when 
situations are stacked drastically against him.  
 Much of the heartbreak we see and experience in this world can be very overwhelming. What can we 
possibly do in challenging moments when we perceive things stacked drastically against us? In fact, like the 
people here in Luke 21 with their eyes stuck on a Temple that displays the prestige of Herod, we may become 
so locked-on to the news of deeply challenging issues that our world faces, flagrant pride or selfishness like 
that of Herod, or demoralizing moments in our personal lives that our ears can quickly become covered from 
hearing the voice of our Savior who has never stopped speaking to us! As the people ponder the question, “What 
happens next?”, Jesus takes up the selfless task of shifting their ears to hear Him: “Do not be led astray!” Listen to me, 
He says. “Do not be terrified.” Because the Word of Grace and Truth that Jesus offers can never be suppressed. 



He’ll never stop speaking His love for you! Even when we are skeptical of His grace, His Word still remains 
with us. Even when we are terrified of what is to come, He still remains Lord of all. Even when sickness leads 
us to despair, He still holds compassion for us. Even when we fail to see our own involvement in this broken 
world, He still reaffirms His grace-filled presence among us.  
  And it is Jesus who would even be so bold as to use us, people whose strength can easily become 
eroded when we have no clear answer to the question: “What happens next?” as the very people to whom He says: 
“This will be your opportunity to bear witness!” Even when the challenges of this world are bigger than we can 
comprehend, we still hear: “This will be your opportunity to bear witness.” Love your neighbor, honor your parents, 
live honorably among your children, embrace the hurting and share the love of Christ to the broken. This is our 
witness in a world crackling under the weight of sin. And Christ Himself never deviated from this witness of 
His Father’s love for us even when the situation was stacked drastically against him …as He made his way to 
the Cross where the crackling weight of sin in this world was heard unmistakably in metal clanging against the 
nails, in the cry of a man whose side was pierced with a spear, and in the slam of a wooden Cross into a pre-dug 
hole.  
 Even as His Life was nearing its end, Jesus bore witness to His Father’s Love. Crying out from the cross 
in forgiveness on behalf of the soldiers, extending the gift of life to a repentant criminal as his side, consoling his 
mother and placing her into the arms of one of his disciples to care for her, and harboring love even when some 
tried to kill it. By His endurance there, He gave His life for you here. 
 “By your endurance, you will gain your lives.” An endurance of hearing the word of God when the crackling of 
this world grows louder. An endurance of confiding in Jesus alone as we wrestle with the question, “What 
happens next?”  An endurance of opening our ears to the voice of our Savior who lovingly whispers to us once 
more today, “My grace is sufficient for you.” 
 Amen. 


