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     If I were to throw a ball to a group of you this morning when you were not expecting it, some of you would 

probably shout something like, “Heads up!” as a way to warn everyone around you that something was coming 

and they needed to get ready or else they could get hurt or miss something – like a great catch or a special 

significance in throwing the ball. 

     This is the time of the year that our society seems to say to us, “Heads up,” because something special is 

coming.  As soon as Halloween ended, the sights and sounds of Thanksgiving and Christmas started appearing 

all around us.  However, with all of the hoopla involved with these holidays, it appears that taking time to thank 

God for all of His blessings this Thursday, and remembering how He saved each one of us by coming to this 

world as a human being on Christmas, is considered by many as being almost secondary.  After all, we’ve got a 

big dinner to plan this week, family activities have got to be coordinated over the next month, more decorations 

need to go up, and we’ve got a lot of shopping to do. 

     In other words, there’s not a lot of mystery in the Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas season.  Consider 

Thanksgiving.  At other holiday celebrations, family tastes, traditions, ethnicity, and creativity can alter dinner 

plans drastically.  But not Thanksgiving.  It seems like Thanksgiving refuses to change.  Is anyone here 

planning to serve spaghetti and meatballs for Thanksgiving dinner?  How about a Greek salad instead of sweet 

potatoes?  There are no gifts that you need to buy for Thanksgiving.  Other than football becoming part of the 

day, it appears that Thanksgiving is still today what it has always been – a time to gather with family and 

friends for some great food. 

     Consider Christmas.  When we were children I’m sure many of us had parts that we memorized for the 

Christmas service.  In the story, we know that Mary is going to be surprised by the angel.  We know God will 

talk Joseph out of leaving his expectant bride.  And we know the shepherds are going to go and see this thing 

(this birth) that has come to pass.  Someone once told me, “Pastor, there’s about as much mystery and 

anticipation in the Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas season as there is for the wife whose husband takes her 

out shopping, asks her what she wants for Christmas, buys it for her on the spot, and then has the sales clerk 

wrap it for him (while she’s standing there) so they can take it home and put it under the tree.  There’s no 

mystery, pastor, because we know the beginning, middle, and end of the stories.” 

     Well that’s sad, because everyone loves a good mystery.  Remember the last time you spent weeks shopping 

for that perfect gift for a loved one?  How you were able to purchase that gift and then hide it without them 

knowing.  With love you wrapped it, making sure you used an oversized box to keep the mystery alive.  But 

then when you gave it to that loved one they guessed what was inside before they even tore off the wrapping 

paper.  And you were disappointed, because the mystery was ruined. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today, Jesus talks about a mystery.  Not the mystery of His first arrival to this earth 

as a tiny baby born in a stable, but the mystery of His triumphant return.  Just like the people of the Old 

Testament, who didn’t know when Jesus would come or exactly how He would come or how long He would 

stay, we have no idea when Jesus will come again to this earth.  That is indeed a mystery.  So Jesus tells us in 

the last verse of this text, “Watch at all times and pray that you may be able to stand before God.”  These words 

are very timely for us, because at this time of year it’s very easy to fill our days with minor mysteries of family 

celebrations, decorations, parties, and presents.  So Jesus comes to us today in His Word and in essence says, 

“Heads up.  In the midst of your busy lives and preparations, don’t forget about me, because I am preparing to 

welcome you.  I will come back some day to take you to live with me in my heavenly kingdom forever.  That’s 

a promise and I always keep my promises.”  So in this time before Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas, we 

need to pray for the strength to resist all of the temptations to ignore Jesus, and to be prepared to meet and serve 

Christ at all times. 

     As we begin this holiday season that involves all kinds of preparations, there is a reason we need to keep the 

story of God’s unconditional love at the forefront of our lives.  We, the people of God, have been entrusted with 

the responsibility of sharing this story of love, forgiveness, and eternal life with others.  Although we may know 

the facts, we must never think, even for a moment, that this story is familiar to everyone.  People of every 

nation do not know the mystery of God’s love as shown in our Savior, Jesus. 



     The Jewish world does not know the mystery of Jesus.  The Christian celebration of the Savior coming to 

this world as a human being is an insult to them, as they continue to wait for a Messiah who has long since 

come, died, risen, and ascended into heaven.  The millions of Muslims in this world do not know the mystery of 

Jesus.  For them, the Savior has been demoted to the position of a prophet or teacher, and eternal life is awarded 

to those who are faithful by someone else whom they worship.  Our friends, neighbors, and co-workers who 

think Christmas is only a time for searching the stores for savings and sales, have missed the mystery. 

     Even though the story is old and the facts are well known, for us as Christians we must never take for 

granted God’s promise of a Savior that He first made to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  In fact, it is with 

good reason that our text for today reminds us to “lift up our heads and pray,” because while there are many 

who don’t know this mystery, there are others who are going to miss it, because for them the next 5 weeks may 

be filled with loneliness and fear.  I think of people who are in hospitals, homeless shelters, military members 

who are separated from family; and people who are grieving the death of loved ones.  For many of them, they 

are not focused on the mystery of Christ.  They need to hear and see once again the mystery that God in Jesus 

comes to us in our darkness, when we need Him the most, to give us the light of hope.   

     Over the next 5 weeks, there are many mysteries we need to see.  Such as, why did Jesus become poor so 

that we might become rich?  Why did the Son of God become a suffering servant so we could become God’s 

children?  Why did Jesus leave His heavenly home so we might have an eternal one?  Why did Jesus die, so that 

we might live?  What if Jesus came back to this world later on today or tomorrow, would we eagerly welcome 

Him or would we be embarrassed by what we are doing at that time? 

     It is an amazing mystery that Jesus became one of us, died on a cross to save us, and promised to come back 

someday to take us to live with Him.  But that was 2000 years ago, so why hasn’t He returned yet?  What’s 

taking Him so long?  Why should I prepare?  On old pastor once explained it to me this way:  If you were to go 

to a farm today and buy all of the animals on the farm, you wouldn’t take them all home with you right away 

even though you paid for them.  In fact, it might take a while for you to fix up your home or purchase additional 

property so that you had room for all of those animals.  But when everything was ready you would go back for 

them, because you own them – you paid for them.  Likewise, Jesus already paid for our sins on the cross.  We 

belong to Him, but now He is preparing a place for us, and when it is ready He will return to take us home to 

live with Him.  When will He return?  I don’t know, that’s a great mystery. 

     So in the midst of your busy lives and holiday preparations, “heads up,” because next time it may not be a 

ball coming your way, it just might be Jesus flying into your life.  Will you be ready for Him?  He’s getting 

ready for you.  So watch and pray that you are always ready to tell others about the hope you have in this season 

as you prepare to celebrate His birth and His return as our Savior and King.        


