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Holy Cross Lutheran Church                November 6, 2016 

All Saints/Imagine Sunday                    Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 

within us, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!  Amen.   

(Ephesians 3:20-21) 

 

“IMAGINE!” 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

The theme for this morning’s worship is “Imagine!  What an appropriate theme for All Saints Sunday as we 

gather to remember and celebrate loved ones whose life journey has called them home.  I can only imagine what it must 

be like for followers of Christ - experiencing the unimaginable joy of being in the presence of God forever!  The Scripture 

paints a wonderful picture of that victory, the Apostle John envisioning in the Book of Revelation what all believers will 

one day see: 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth…and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with [His children.] He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them as their God.   He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 

more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  

(Revelation 21:1-4) 

 

What a powerful promise from the inspired Word of God, tempering sorrow with comfort and hope, knowing that 

Jesus Christ gave His life on Calvary’s Cross so that we might experience life with God forever!  It is, in fact, one of the 

central teachings of the Christian faith, confessed in the Apostles Creed:  “I believe in the holy Christian church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting!”  It is the essence of All 

Saints Sunday, captured in the popular praise song, “I Can only Imagine.”   

 

I can only imagine what it will be like 

When I walk, by your side 

I can only imagine what my eyes will see 

When your face is before me 

I can only imagine! 

 

Surrounded by your glory 

What will my heart feel 

Will I dance for you Jesus 

Or in awe of you be still 

 

Will I stand in your presence 

Or to my knees will I fall 

Will I sing hallelujah 

Will I be able to speak at all 

I can only imagine…I can only imagine! 

 

“I Can Only Imagine,” © 2002 Simpleville Music (adm. by Fun Attic Music)  

 All Rights Reserved   Used by Permission. CCLI #1223330. 

 

“Imagine” is also the focus of the Immeasurably More campaign unfolding here at Holy Cross.   Looking back 

on 15 years of God’s blessings, you are now moving forward in a bold venture of faith, eager to fulfill and expand your 

on-going mission of Sharing God’s Word, Living His Love.  You have chosen not to rest on your laurels, or to sit back and 

settle for the status quo, because you desire more people to feel, experience, trust and believe in the unimaginable love 

and grace of God who “sent His one and only Son that whoever believes in him might not perish, but have everlasting 

life.” (John 3:16)   



2 | P a g e  

 

It is that Gospel in a nutshell which is at the heart and core of everything we will do in our Immeasurably More 

emphasis.  Your pastors and leaders are sharing a compelling vision focused on “Building…to serve.”  It is a three year 

stewardship campaign that is not only going to inspire generous giving and raise significant funds, it’s also a Biblical 

process that will inspire and “equip you, the saints of Holy Cross, for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ!” (Ephesians 4:12)    

 

As the new logo highlights with the cross at the center, shown in a forward motion, this is a Kingdom growth 

moment.  “Building…to serve” is not primarily about a new building or providing more space just to make it more 

comfortable for your current needs.  No, it’s about creating “room” for those who are not yet here – people yearning for 

community, relationship and fellowship, needing a place at this table of pardon and peace.  It’s about adults and 

newcomers, retired and working folk, children, youth and families seeking a Christ-centered place that will welcome them 

with “open arms!”   Immeasurably More is a mission-focused and Gospel-centered process that can spark the Holy 

Spirit’s power anew as you engage your mission of “Sharing God’s Word, Living His Love!” 

 

I am honored and privileged, on behalf of The Lutheran Church Extension Fund and Capital Funding Services, to 

be your partner in this mission moment, affirming and challenging you to believe and trust in a “God who is able to do 

immeasurably more than you could ever ask or imagine.”  I am going to be bold in asking all the members of this 

congregation to covenant in supporting “Building…to serve” with fervent and persistent prayer and with sacrificial 

giving.  I can only imagine the response, motivated by the love of Christ, the Savior who made the ultimate sacrifice on 

the Cross so that sinners like you and me could be called saints – redeemed, forgiven, restored by God’s grace through 

faith for service! 

 

Today we introduce the Imagine Phase of “Building…to serve” and commission dedicated leaders.  We ask you 

to begin praying now about how God has blessed you, and consider through the Ministry Participation Survey the various 

ways in which you might support this Immeasurably More emphasis.  We’re going to keep the imagination alive 

throughout Advent and Christmas, and then kick off the New Year with a three month process of informing, inspiring and 

celebrating a faith full response - all the people of Holy Cross making sacrificial financial gifts in support of 

“Building…to serve.”   Yes, the giving goal will be challenging – some suggesting that at least a million dollars or more 

is possible over the next three years!  But remember, the campaign is not simply about raising bucks for brick and mortar, 

but raising the people of Holy Cross to greater faith and trust in a “God who can do immeasurably more than you could 

ever ask or imagine!”     

 

Now I hope you won’t get tired of me saying that, but it’s what I believe and have seen in ministry, not only here 

at Holy Cross, but also at Hope in Wake Forest, and in the Kingdom of God.  Immeasurably More is all about what God 

can do!  It’s all about Him!  That’s the victory the saints of God experience when we imagine life forever in the kingdom 

of heaven.  That’s the victory we expect when our focus is on God’s generous, sacrificial love, Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God living the life we couldn’t, dying the death our sin deserved, rising on Easter morn to give everlasting life to all who 

believe!  I see that victorious declaration every time I drive into your church, boldly written over the names of the saints:  

“He is risen!”  “He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!” 

 

Do you believe that and claim by faith the victory for your life, and for this church?  Then God promises to do 

“immeasurably more than you could ever ask or imagine!”  Here we go!  God bless this congregation as you “Build…to 

serve!”  

Amen. 

 

- Rev. Preston E. Wagner, Consultant 

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund 

Capital Funding Services 


