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     In 2013 several of our high school students attended the National Youth Gathering in San Antonio, Texas.  

And I was talking to a friend of mine recently about the National Youth Gathering when he asked me, “Did 

your youth go to Big Lou’s pizza when they were in San Antonio for the National Youth Gathering?”  I said, 

“No, I don’t think so.  Why do you ask?”  And he said, “Big Lou’s has some of the best pizza you will ever eat, 

plus they are known for having the largest pizza in the country – 42 inches.”  So I went online to check this out 

and here is a picture from Big Lou’s website that shows one of their 42-inch pizzas that costs only $68.  Clearly 

you do not order this gigantic pizza for yourself, you order it for a group to share together.  Looking at this 

pizza made me think, you probably don’t order dessert at a place like Big Lou’s.  So I googled “Restaurants 

with large desserts” and a place called The San Francisco Creamery came up and they have this dessert called 

The Kitchen Sink.  It contains 3 whole sliced bananas, several scoops of 8 different flavors of ice cream, 

mounds of whipped cream, and 8 different toppings for only $50.  Again, this is not something you order for 

yourself, although I’m sure some people have tried eating themselves, this dessert is meant to be shared with a 

group. 

     The reason I bring these items to your attention in this sermon series titled, “Next Steps,” is that over the past 

several weeks we have been talking about sharing our resources, namely our financial blessings, our time, and 

our abilities, in service to God as we look to expand our facility in our “Building To Serve” campaign.  And we 

have been saying all along that this campaign is not about money, it’s about faith – raising our faith to trust God 

to provide His blessings for us in all circumstances.  While we have all been blessed in many ways, the most 

important blessing in our lives is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  And this blessing of eternal life with Jesus is too 

big, it is too great, it is too wonderful to hold onto just for ourselves.  It is meant to be shared.  Through the 

hearing of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit we come to faith in Jesus, and we have been called to not only receive 

that blessing, but to step out and share it.  Just like that 42-inch pizza and Kitchen Sink ice cream dessert are too 

big to keep for ourselves, this blessing of eternal life is too enormous to keep to ourselves.  We have to share it, 

because this fits God’s nature.  He is generous and fills us with blessings, with no strings attached, and since we 

have been made in God’s image our nature should be like God’s nature.  So when our nature becomes like 

God’s nature, we too will be generous, but not just with money and giving gifts.  We become generous when we 

step out and share the most important thing in the world – our hope in Christ.  After all, it is the only thing that 

will get us out of here alive.  And that’s why we are expanding our facility, to give more people an opportunity 

and a place to see, hear, and experience that blessing of life and hope that is ours in Jesus Christ. 

     So we continue this series today with what could be called the biggest, most important, and most valuable 

verse in the Bible that we need to share with others – John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only Son...”  This verse demonstrates our value to God.  But an obvious question can be, “Why?”  Why would 

God consider us to be valuable?  After all, we are sinners, we have and always will disobey God during our 

lifetime on this earth.  In fact, Psalm 5:5 says that “God hates all who do wrong,” and Ephesians 2:3 says that 

“we are by nature objects of God’s wrath.”  Therefore, logic tells us that we should expect God to hate us, and 

yet, John 3:16 tells us that God did something for us that is completely unnatural.  It says that He loved us so 

much that He gave His only Son to suffer and die for us.  The Word of God never explains why He loves us or 

why He finds us so valuable, it simply says that God is love.  His love for us has nothing to do with who we are.  

His love is not dependent on anything we do.  It is not an emotional love; it is a self-determined and self-giving 

love that He gives us His Son, Jesus, so we can live. 

     Maybe if we examine the standards that we use to determine the value of something, we will see why God 

places such a very high value on us and loves us unconditionally.  For example, how much it costs to make and 

produce an item is important in determining its value.  In Genesis 1:26, we see a glimpse of God’s plan for us.  

God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the 

birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  

You will notice in those words there is no hesitancy suggested in any way in the creation of human beings, even 

though God knew that it would cost Him his Son.  Why?  Because in His eyes it was worth doing.  The cost of 

creating and saving us was outweighed by the value God placed on having us live with Him forever.  Now 



that’s amazing when you think about it.  Would any of us give up our child for another person?  No, not a 

chance.  Imagine giving up your only child for murders, thieves, cheaters, the arrogant, the selfish, and others, 

just like us who fail God every day.  And yet, that is exactly what God did for us.  Therefore, God’s willingness 

to give up His only Son so we could live certainly shows that we have great value to God. 

     The second item that we usually consider in the value of something is the actual purchase price that was 

paid.  Some people will pay thousands of dollars for a painting of flowers in a vase.  Some will pay hundreds of 

dollars for the latest electronic gadget.  Others will pay a lot of money for the most popular toy at Christmas 

time.  The point is, to the degree that something has value to you, you will pay for it.  And when we consider 

the purchase price that God paid for us, namely the death of Jesus on a cross, then we have to know that we are 

of great value to God. 

     The third item that is often involved in determining the value of something is the amount of effort someone 

is willing to expend to obtain it.  Just think about the work that is involved to get pearls out of the ocean or 

diamonds out of a mountain.  Or think about some of the outrageous things people will do to get on TV in order 

to win a lot of money.  Some will eat horrible things, others will sing and allow themselves to be critiqued and 

criticized by judges, while a handful will even race across the country or live in the woods or on an island with 

nothing.  How far would you go?  God demonstrated that He was willing to go the utmost distance for each of 

us when He allowed His perfect Son to be killed on a cross.  Now that is love.  John 3:16 clearly demonstrates 

that when you truly love someone you will give to them your very best. 

     Giving proves the sincerity of our love and in many ways we are very good at giving.  The parent who sits 

up all night caring for a sick child does not call it an inconvenience, they call it love.  The husband who stays 

with an ailing wife as her health continues to decline does not call it a hardship, but an honor and a privilege to 

care for her and love her.  The wife who gives and gives and gives, so her husband can accomplish a lifelong 

dream does not call it a sacrifice, she calls it love.  Jesus was the ultimate giver.  He gave His life to save us and 

the beauty of it all is that we don’t own Him anything for it.  That’s why He calls life with Him a gift. 

(I would like you to hear from one of a couple today who found it important to insure that their family received 

that gift.  Ed & Kim Pollard joined our congregation about 10 years ago and I would like them to come forward 

to share their story of what brought them here and how they have not only received blessings from God, but 

have had the joy of giving blessings as well.) 

     When it came to saving us, Jesus was willing to give all He had and to step out in faith that God the Father 

would accept His loving sacrifice on the cross as payment for our sins.  And that sacrifice paid great spiritual 

dividends for us as God raised Jesus from the dead – thus showing that He accepted His Son’s sacrifice so we 

could live.  God has given so much to us.  He gives us our time, abilities, and finances; so how can we, out of 

love for Him, not want to step out and give Him our very best, and trust Him to care for us as we share these 

blessings and this most important news with others that God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 

Jesus, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  


