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     I did a wedding here at the church about 3 weeks ago and as I was preparing for the wedding I was looking 

online for some sermon ideas and I found a story that I did not use, but it made me laugh.  I don’t know if it is 

true, but I thought it tied in nicely with today’s Gospel lesson.  A woman who was engaged and planning her 

wedding went to a cake decorator one day and said that she wanted the words of 1 John 4:18 inscribed on her 

cake in icing.  1 John 4:18 says, “There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear.”  However, the cake 

decorator did not know her Bible very well.  1 John is located way at the end of the New Testament.  1 John is a 

letter, known as an Epistle that we would use for one of our second readings in worship, and it was written by 

the disciple John to a group of Christians.  In fact, there were 3 letters that John wrote, so they are known as the 

books of 1, 2, & 3 John.  Then comes the book of Jude, and then Revelation. 

     But if you flip through your Bible not knowing that, the first book titled, “John” that appears in the New 

Testament is the Gospel of John (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), which was also written by the same John, but it 

was written earlier with the purpose of telling the story of Jesus.  Well, instead of putting the words of 1 John 

4:18 on the cake, the decorator went to the Gospel of John (our Gospel lesson for today) and she printed the 

words John 4:18, which you can find on the back of your bulletin or they are before you which read, “For you 

have had 5 husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband.”  Fortunately, the mistake was caught by 

the future bride and corrected before the cake was taken to the wedding. 

     The woman in our Gospel lesson for today also thought that a mistake was being made when Jesus asked her 

for a drink of water, especially since Jesus was a Jew and she was a Samaritan.  In those days Jews and 

Samaritans did not get along very well together.  The Samaritans refused to follow some of the Jewish laws and 

they had a habit of mixing other religions with worship to our Lord.  The Samaritans were also known to have 

ganged up and robbed Jewish people as they passed through the area where they lived – which is why Jesus’ 

story that He told later on about the Good Samaritan was so striking to those who heard it.  Therefore, when the 

Jews would travel from the region of Judea in the southern part of Israel, to the region of Galilee in the northern 

part of Israel, they would often go around Samaria, which was located right between those two regions, and this 

would usually add 9 hours to their trip, but it was safer.  So in our text, seeing Jesus, a Jew, stopping at a well in 

Samaria would be the equivalent of one of us stopping in the middle of a gang-infested neighborhood.  I’m sure 

the disciples, who traveled with Jesus, tried to talk Him out of going through Samaria, but in essence Jesus said, 

“No, we’re stepping right through, we’re going right through Samaria,” because He knew this was part of God’s 

plan for Him. 

     So they are going along when Jesus, being fully human, gets tired and thirsty from their travels.  He decides 

to stop at a well in Samaria around noontime to get some rest while the disciples go into the city to buy some 

food.  While Jesus is resting, a Samaritan woman comes to draw some water and Jesus decides to engage her in 

conversation and asks for something to drink.  Now to us, this sounds like a simple request, but to this woman 

she has got to be shocked, this has to be a huge mistake.  First, Jesus is a Jew and Jews never associated with 

Samaritans in any way.  Second, a man and a woman who didn’t know each other would never engage in 

conversation out in public, even if they were both Jews or both Samaritans.  The woman’s response indicates 

just how surprised she is as she says to Jesus in verse 9, “How can you ask me for something to drink – you’re a 

Jew and I’m a Samaritan?”  Jesus then starts talking about “living water” and eternal life, and while the woman 

is somewhat confused, she doesn’t leave.  She knows she’s not supposed to be talking to a man out in public 

alone, but for some reason she stays there, in public, in which she says that she wants some of this “living 

water” so that she will no longer be thirsty or have to come to the well to draw water. 

     Jesus then told her to go get her husband; and with these words, Jesus effectively shows her her sin and gives 

her an opportunity to confess.  She admits that she doesn’t have a husband, and when Jesus then tells her all 

about her background – He knows that she has been married 5 times and is currently living with a man who is 

not her husband – she is clearly amazed.  She knows she can’t lie to Jesus, so just like many of us when we get 

into a conversation that makes us feel uncomfortable, she tries to change the subject of the conversation to 

something that would interest Jesus.  She perceives that Jesus is a prophet, so she changes the topic to worship 



and asks, “Our fathers worshipped God on this mountain, but you Jews say that the proper place to worship God 

is in Jerusalem.  Now who is right?” 

     While it appears that the woman changes the subject to get the spotlight off of her sinful lifestyle, it’s also 

possible that since her sinful lifestyle is now out in the open, she may be concerned about her spiritual well 

being and wants to find a place where she can confess her sins to God.  Jesus’ response is that you can worship 

God anywhere, the place or the city doesn’t matter.  The woman is somewhat surprised by Jesus’ answer, so she 

expresses her faith in God by saying, “Well I know the Messiah is coming and when He comes then He will tell 

us all things.” 

     Jesus responds to her by saying, “I who speak to you am He.”  For the first time Jesus reveals His true 

identity, and He doesn’t make this announcement at the temple or in a sermon to thousands of people, instead 

He chooses this outcast Samaritan woman.  Why did Jesus choose her for such an incredible announcement?  

Personally, I think He picked her to let us know that none of us are beneath His love and that He is the God of 

many second chances. 

     The Bible goes on to say that this woman is so excited, having seen the Messiah and having been given 

forgiveness, hope, and a renewed sense of self-worth, that she abruptly left her water jar and ran back to tell the 

people in the village – people who had mocked her and rejected her – what she experienced.  Can you imagine 

being so excited about Jesus that you literally drop what you are doing so that you can go out and tell others 

about Him?  An encounter with Jesus changed her whole life, and in her enthusiasm to tell her story, she lost the 

shame of her sin.  She came to the well as one disgraced, but she returns as one graced by the presence of God.  

Near the end of this chapter it says that many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Jesus, because of this 

woman’s testimony. 

     The title of this sermon today is “Stepping Through,” and just imagine everything Jesus had to step through 

in order to reach this woman.  The Jews had a practice of going around Samaria, so I’m sure the disciples had 

doubts about Jesus’ plan, but Jesus stepped through those doubts by taking His disciples safely through the 

middle of Samaria.  There were social barriers in Jesus’ day that stated a man and a woman who don’t know 

each other should not talk to each other; but Jesus stepped right through that barrier and not only spoke to the 

woman, but He did it publically for everyone to see.  Jews and Samaritans had a desire to avoid each other at all 

costs, but Jesus stepped through that desire by not only going to the Samaritan woman but by offering her the 

greatest gift anyone could ever receive - the forgiveness of sins and everlasting life in heaven with Him.  There 

were many things that could easily have prevented Jesus from connecting with this woman, but He stepped 

through them all in order to meet the needs of one of God’s children. 

     Today is our Commitment Sunday for our Building To Serve campaign and there are many things we may 

have had to step through in order to make a commitment to this campaign today.  For some, you’ve had to step 

through skepticism and doubt – “Why build?  I don’t think we can raise anywhere near $1,000,000.”  But you 

prayed and God has led you to be here to make a commitment today.  Others of you have had to step through 

barriers – “We don’t have the ability to make a financial gift towards the expansion of the church.”  But God 

strengthened your faith that He will provide for you in all circumstances and you are here to make a sacrificial 

commitment to Him today.  Some of you had to step through certain desires: “I really want to remodel the 

kitchen this year.”  But God enabled you to step through those desires by deciding to put that remodeling off for 

a while and instead making a sacrificial gift to God right here today so that others may experience the blessings 

that you have been given in this place.  The living water of life that Jesus offers is certainly more refreshing 

when it is shared and our commitments to Building To Serve will enable even more people to receive that gift.          


