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     Headlines in newspapers and on social media are written to get our attention and to quickly summarize the 

main point of a story.  Often times we catch up on local and world events by simply reading headlines or 

watching the ticker tape news at the bottom of our television.  In one minute you can have all the world’s 

events.  But I’m sure we all realize that things are much more complex than simple headlines or video clips.  

After all, sometimes headlines can be misleading, so we must look deeper into the story to learn what’s actually 

going on.  Here are some of the top local and national headlines from last week: 

“American Airlines suspends worker after altercation seen on video.” 

“China, U.S., work on North Korea problem” 

“Agent Pleads Guilty to Paying Athletes” 

“U.S. Drops ‘Mother of all Bombs’ on ISIS tunnel compound” 

     But let’s pretend this morning that we could read the headlines or trending stories that appeared in the 

Jerusalem newspapers and newsfeeds during the week after the very first Easter.  What would the headlines or 

trending stories have looked like if there was a Jerusalem News & Observer or some kind of social media back 

in the first century in Israel?  I think we probably would have seen 3 main headlines. 

     The first headline or trending story would have been: “CRUCIFIED JESUS REPORTED TO BE ALIVE!”  

Now, let’s look a little deeper into that story.  The Bible tells us that 2 women, both named Mary, were the first 

persons to see the risen Christ.  What’s interesting is that in an era when women were regarded as second class 

citizens, they were given the honor of seeing Jesus first.  But these 2 Marys were certainly well deserving of 

such an honor.  After all, they had watched in agony as Jesus died.  They helped prepare his body for burial.  

And early on Easter morning they came back to the tomb to finish embalming his body.  But some strange 

things happened.  An earthquake shook the ground, an angel in dazzling white appeared and rolled the large 

stone away from the entrance of the tomb, and the Roman guards were stunned as they passed out in 

amazement.  The angel told the women not to be afraid, but to go and tell the disciples that Jesus had risen.  As 

the women ran from the area, filled with both fear and joy, they met Jesus, who also urged them not to be afraid, 

but to tell the disciples that He would meet them in Galilee. 

     That’s how it happened according to Scripture.  But just imagine how the story would have been told if a 

news agency had gotten hold of it.  The Jerusalem News & Observer probably would have written that the 

crucified Jesus was reported to be alive, not that He actually was alive, because these 2 women and some 

former fishermen who were Jesus’ disciples were not considered to be very credible witnesses in those days.  

Can’t you just see reporters standing at the entrance of the tomb with television cameras showing us the empty 

tomb inside and the burial cloth laying on the ground, questioning whether He was alive or if the body of Jesus 

was simply stolen?  Journalists need proof, they want evidence to back up their stories, and that is the position 

that the disciple Thomas finds himself in.  Our Gospel lesson explains that he wasn’t with the other disciples 

when Jesus appeared to them, and so he’s the skeptic. 

     Therefore, the second headline or trending story in the Jerusalem News & Observer probably would have 

been the follow-up story the next morning: “DISCIPLE THOMAS DOUBTS JESUS IS ALIVE.”  Had a 

journalist interviewed all the disciples, I’m sure Thomas would have been the lead story.  His interview would 

easily have been the trending story of the day on social media, with the most viewings.  After all, Jesus was 

crucified, He was dead, a soldier made sure of this by sticking a spear into His side.  They all saw that Jesus’ 

body was laid in a tomb and no one had ever risen from a grave.  So Thomas doubts, it’s not enough for him 

that he has the eyewitness accounts of the others.  In fact, Thomas says, “Not only must I see Jesus, but I must 

also touch Him to believe.” 

     As Christians we have a tendency to look down on Thomas, but to tell you the truth, if I were in Thomas’ 

shoes, I think I would have wanted the same thing.  We are all like Thomas.  We have our doubts and we want 

proof.  All the other disciples had a chance to see Jesus first hand.  Thomas wasn’t there at that gathering and all 

he wanted to see was what they had seen.  But he also want a little more, He wanted to touch those wounds, as 

well. 



     Amazingly, Jesus accommodated His request.  One week later Jesus returned to the same room where the 

disciples had been hiding on Easter morning and this time all the disciples were there, including Thomas.  And 

picking up on the words that Thomas had spoken a week earlier, Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 

and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  Stop doubting and believe.”  Thomas was 

stunned.  From the same lips that said 7 days earlier, “I will not believe!” came the uncompromising confession 

of Jesus as the Christ when he said, “My Lord and my God!”  Thomas now had a new outlook and a new hope 

by the rising of Jesus from the dead. 

     And this brings us then to the third headline: “IS THERE LIFE AFTER DEATH?”  It’s easy to understand 

why our world finds it so difficult to accept the message of Easter.  As Christians, we are asking people to 

believe that there is life after death.  But I am convinced that even those who go about their lives as critics and 

doubters deep down must at least occasionally ask themselves, “Could it be true?  All this talk about God and 

Jesus and the resurrection?  Could it really be true?”  Even journalists and news agencies understand this and 

that’s why pictures of Jesus appear on the cover of magazines more than anyone else at this time of year.  That’s 

why you will see television specials about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection on many different networks at this 

time of the year.  Is there life after death?  Has Jesus really risen from the dead?  The church’s answer is a loud 

and joyful “Yes!”  And it’s an answer that we need to speak with conviction and peace, even in the midst of 

hardship and suffering. 

     We all have questions and a sense of curiosity about death and eternal life at this time of the year or 

especially when a loved one dies.  There is a story I read one time about a little boy who had a terminal illness 

who knew He was dying, and so he asked His parents, “Mom, Dad, what is it like to die?  Will it hurt?”  His 

parents thought for a moment and then his mother said, “Dan, do you remember when you used to play with 

your friends all day during the summer?  You would be so tired at night that you would fall asleep in front of 

the TV with your clothes on.  But in the morning you would always wake up right where you belonged – in 

your pajamas and in your bed.  Your dad would carry you upstairs and we would get you into your pajamas and 

then tuck you into your own bed where you belonged.  Well, I think that’s what death is like.  It’s like waking 

up some morning and finding ourselves in another room, but it’s right in the place where we belong – safe in the 

strong loving arms of Jesus” 

     I love that story because that is the peace which the risen Christ gives to us – the knowledge, conviction, 

comfort, and confidence that the resurrection really happened, that we belong to God no matter what happens in 

this life on earth, and we will all wake up and rise from the dead someday, just like Jesus did, to live with Him 

forever. 

     You and I won’t have the opportunity to see, let alone touch Jesus’ body while we live here on this earth.  

Christ will not come through locked doors to show us His scars while we live in this world.  But we do have the 

chance to respond as Thomas responded – to not just believe in Jesus, but to follow Him in our lives through 

faith.  Thomas is our example.  In his moment of confrontation with Jesus he reacted with faith.  The question 

for us today, and everyday then is: How will we respond to this wonderful news?  Does Easter make a 

difference for us or will life tomorrow be the same as it way today?  Christ is risen, Alleluia! 

      

 


