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     A nice neighborhood, a beautiful home in an anemone with a wonderful view, and four hundred little eggs – 

this is paradise to Marlin and Coral, two clownfish in the Disney movie, “Finding Nemo.”  But soon paradise is 

lost.  A hungry fish attacks the neighborhood, knocking out Marlin.  When he awakes, everything is gone 

except one little egg, which he names Nemo, as his missing wife had desired.  Nemo is born with an 

underdeveloped fin and a desire to prove he is just like anyone else.  He doesn’t need any special care or 

attention.  Marlin is a good father and given the circumstances, is very protective.  On Nemo’s first day of 

school, despite his father’s warning, or perhaps because of it, Nemo disobeys him and swims too far from the 

school.  Nemo is captured by a deep sea diver, a dentist who keeps fish in his office aquarium.  This starts the 

adventure of “Finding Nemo,” where Marlin, the loving father, goes literally to the end of the ocean to find his 

beloved son and bring him home.  The adventure includes encounters with pelicans, whales, turtles, sharks, and 

humans. 

     In many ways we are like Nemo.  All of us are children.  We all have a father, even though for some of you 

your father may have already died.  Those of you who still have fathers here on earth are called by God in His 

fourth commandment to “honor your father and your mother.”  And what exactly does this mean?  It means we 

should “fear and love God, so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, 

serve and obey them, love and cherish them,” as it says in Martin Luther’s Small Catechism that is used by our 

confirmation students. 

     It was when Nemo dishonored his father that he got in trouble in the first place.  He despised the fact that his 

father was so protective of him and he angered his father when he boldly swam away from his father, even as 

his father said no.  This sin and its consequence drives the rest of the movie.  It’s amazing, in the movie, and we 

could say in real life as well, how one sin – not listening to your father, going against his wishes – leads to so 

much more than you can imagine. 

     And it was that way for the first children of the first Father, the Creator of heaven and earth.  They lived in 

true paradise, even more magnificent than the wonderful images of the Great Barrier Reef in “Finding Nemo.”  

Then, paradise was lost when Adam and Eve, in disobedience to their heavenly Father, ate of the forbidden 

fruit.  Now, instead of living forever with God, which was His original plan, they would die.  They were sinners 

and captive to death.  Today we all still suffer the effects of that one sin in our lives.  We often sin against our 

earthly father and mother, and against our heavenly Father.  Sometimes we sin against them to despise and 

anger them.  Think of the teenager who believes their parents are being so unfair by not letting them do certain 

things or go to certain places.  In their minds they are the only ones who have such strict rules at home.  So they 

intentionally disobey them and go, when they were told to stay home.  Other times we sin out of weakness.  

Think of the peer pressure we face as adults and children to “fit in” with others at work or at school.  We know 

we shouldn’t drink and drive; we know we shouldn’t cheat on our taxes; we know we shouldn’t lie to protect a 

friend from getting in trouble, but we do it anyway. 

     In our second lesson for today from Romans we have two possibilities that are laid before us, along with 

their results.  In verse 13 it says, “If you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live.”  If you, as a child, honored your father and mother and your 

Heavenly Father, things in your life would go swimmingly.  But as you know, we often sin and do what God 

has commanded us not to do.  That sin usually causes great difficulty, pain, and problems.  In reality, God the 

Father should rightfully disown us as His children.  In fact, that’s what the devil claims.  Because of our sin, the 

devil seeks to claim each one of us as his children.  But God does not want us to be claimed by the devil.  So 

that’s why our Heavenly Father, just like earthly fathers, warns us of the danger of living according to the flesh 

and commands us not to do certain things.  God the Father knows that sin leads us into a much worse fate than 

being held captive in a dentist’s aquarium.  Sin will cause us to die – meaning we will not go to heaven, we will 

be separated from God forever. 

     But our children learned in Vacation Bible School this past week that we have a God who loves us and wants 

the best for us.  The father, Marlin, in “Finding Nemo” seeks to rescue his son, Nemo, from captivity in the 



dentist’s aquarium, but it is not easy.  He is chased by sharks, swallowed by a whale, and maneuvers his way 

through a large group of jellyfish while saving another fish’s life.  What love this father showed for his son. 

     God the Father has done even better.  As we were all caught in the net of sin, death, and the devil, God sent 

His Son, Jesus, to rescue us.  Jesus didn’t just travel to the end of the ocean; he left heaven itself and came into 

this sinful world as one of us.  He subjected himself to pain and trouble that he did not need to bear.  Jesus faced 

disciples who tried to stop him, Judas who betrayed him, religious and government authorities who had him 

arrested and put him on trial, and soldiers who mocked, beat, and nailed him to the cross.  The Son of God did 

all this for us in order to free us from that net of sin, death, and the devil so that we could adopted by God as His 

children. 

     In verse 15 it says that “You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!’”  

I highlighted the word “received” to indicate that being a child of God is not something that we earn.  You don’t 

earn a place into a family.  You can lose a place in a family by turning your back on it, but we have been 

received into God’s family as a child.  We are all sons and daughters of God, which means God the Father is 

our dad.  That word, “Abba,” is a very intimate and personal Aramaic word that 1st century Jewish children used 

to call their fathers when they were very young.  It is equivalent of the word, “daddy” that children use today 

with their fathers.  So when Jesus addressed God by using this word, “Abba,” many eyebrows were raised.  

Who did this guy think he is to call God “Daddy.”  Does he really think God is his dad?  Does he really think 

He is God’s child?  Yes, that is exactly what Jesus was saying and Paul says in this text that this same 

privileged status is ours, because we have been adopted by God.  In our Baptism, He placed his name on us and 

made us His children (and that’s exactly what happened this morning with Maci, she now belongs to God).   

     And then on top of it all, Paul says in this text that since we are God’s children, that means we are also going 

to receive an inheritance from our Heavenly Father.  Generally, an inheritance is a family matter, given to the 

children.  Well, in verse 17 it says, “and if (we are) children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and fellow heirs 

with Christ.”  That means God treats us in the same way He treats Jesus.  It means we get everything that 

belongs to Jesus, including the land, namely the promised land of heaven. 

     One of my roommates from college was adopted and whenever he would get something like a box of 

cookies from his parents, he would love to kid us by saying, “You know why you guys don’t get a box of 

cookies from your parents?  It’s because when you were born, they were stuck with you – they didn’t have a 

choice.  My parents picked me.  I was specifically and deliberately chosen by them.”  His parents also had 

biological children, so he would also brag that all of the rights, privileges, and honors that belonged to his 

parents’ biological children, also belonged to him.  He was treated by his parents exactly the same as his 

brothers and sisters. 

     While Nemo was saved from the dentist’s aquarium; in the waters of Baptism we have been rescued and 

adopted by God, and are fully His beloved sons and daughters.  Jesus is our big brother and we get to enjoy the 

life He earned for us on the cross.  We get to have all the rights and privileges that He enjoyed.  We get to be a 

friend of sinners and we get to offer justice, mercy, and love to our neighbors.  We have been chosen by God as 

His children to live for Him, and what a privilege it is to have an intimate relationship with Him, to call Him 

“Father,” and to talk to Him about anything in prayer on a daily basis. 

 


