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     When I was growing up I could never understand why it would take my mother and my sister so long to get 

ready to go out somewhere.  If we were going out to dinner on a Friday night, the preparation routine usually 

went like this:  My dad and I would be ready to go and my dad would then call upstairs saying, “Are you ladies 

ready?”  And my mother would say, “In a minute.”  About 10 minutes would pass and my dad would again call 

upstairs saying, “Are you two ready?”  And my mom would say, “In a minute, we’re coming.”  This would go 

on for a little while until finally my dad would shout, “For the last time, are you two coming?”  And my mom 

would shout back, “I’ve been telling you for the last hour we’ll be down in a minute.” 

     Waiting can definitely be frustrating, but who needs to be reminded of that?  We all spend time waiting 

every day and often we waste time every day waiting for something to happen.  We wait for someone on the 

phone, for the light to turn green, for a doctor to see us, or for someone to come home.  It simply seems to be a 

part of our way of life, whether we like it or not. 

     Our Gospel lesson for today focuses on some people whom Jesus said were waiting.  A wedding was about 

to take place, and in those days the groom was supposed to come over the bride’s father’s house and take her to 

his father’s house for the ceremony.  The bridesmaids were to wait for the groom and accompany him and the 

bride to the wedding.  If the wedding was at night, lamps would be needed to light the way in order to prevent 

the bride and groom from falling or tripping over anything.  Or, if it was a good distance from the father of the 

bride’s home to the father of the groom’s home, traveling might last the entire evening, so lamps would 

certainly be needed in order to see where they were going. 

     Now in Jesus’ story we see that the groom is running late and we discover that 5 of the bridesmaids did not 

bring enough oil with them to keep their lamps lit in case the groom was delayed; while the other 5 planned 

ahead and brought plenty of oil with them just in case something like this happened.  When the groom finally 

arrived, the 5 bridesmaids who didn’t bring any extra oil with them discovered that their lamps were going out.  

And this was a crisis.  This was not just a simple social gathering mistake, this was like forgetting to order your 

wedding dress until the day before the wedding or neglecting to put gas in your car before you take a trip 

through the mountains or across the desert.  The reason this is serious is that this parable is about Jesus’ second 

coming to earth, and the point of the story is: make sure you’re ready, or you may find yourself locked out of 

the wedding feast – that being the kingdom of heaven forever. 

     In the early days of the Christian Church people took this pretty seriously.  They didn’t view Christ’s return 

as something that might happen; they viewed it as something that could occur at any time.  So the early 

Christians waited with great excitement to see Jesus again. 

     But many years passed and Jesus did not return.  In fact, nearly 2000 years have gone by and still, Jesus has 

not returned.  For many of the early Christians their sense of urgency turned to disappointment, which gave way 

to doubt.  It appears now that the second coming of Christ is taking so long that many of us rarely even think 

about it.  Do any of you here today spend a lot of time thinking about the return of Christ to this earth?  Do you 

ever imagine what it will be like?  Are you excited or afraid?  Do you care whether or not He comes during 

your lifetime? 

     I don’t know how often I think about the return of Christ, but every year around November and December, 

as I begin to think of the things I need to do to get ready for Thanksgiving and Christmas, I always think of the 

story of Noah.  Noah probably spent years building the ark, and I’m sure people laughed at him and mocked 

him as he told them about this flood that God was going to send on the whole earth.  But the flood did come in 

God’s time, and just imagine all of the people who were pounding on the door of the ark, begging Noah to let 

them in.  Noah was prepared and the Bible tells us that when the flood came the door to the ark remained 

closed.  Jesus says He will return, but only God the Father knows the day and the hour of His return, so we’ve 

got to be ready. 

     What’s interesting is that Jesus called the bridesmaids who were not prepared “fools” or “foolish,” and in the 

Greek language this is pronounced “morai,” from which we get the word “morons.”  But a moron, as Jesus 

defines one in this parable, is not an outright unbeliever.  It is not someone who laughs at the idea of Christ 

returning to this earth.  A moron is someone who believes that Jesus is coming back, just as all of the 



bridesmaids in the parable believe that the groom was coming.  A moron in this text eagerly desires to go to 

heaven, just as all of the bridesmaids wanted to go to the wedding banquet.  But in spite of knowing that Jesus 

will return and in spite of wanting to go to heaven, a moron is someone who thinks they have plenty of time to 

get ready and are really not in any hurry. 

     But this text makes it clear that there are some things in life that cannot be put off until the last minute.  For 

example, consider the married couple who say they believe in Jesus, but they’re always too busy to come to 

church.  But then some marital problems come and they struggle.  So after trying several different things 

without much success, they rush to church, because they see religion as the last fling before the divorce.  And 

when the divorce hits they wonder why religion failed them.  Why didn’t it work? 

     At the same time simply being a member of a Christian congregation, like Holy Cross, does not necessarily 

mean that we are fully prepared for that moment when Christ returns.  After all, does having a fitness club or 

gym membership guarantee you’ll stay in shape?  No, not unless you actually go to the gym and work out. So, 

having a church membership does not help us in any way if we don’t come church to hear the Word of God and 

partake of the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Now, I’m not saying that our faith can only be strengthened by 

going to church.  I am not saying that you have to go to church in order to go to heaven.  You can certainly read 

and study the Bible at home just as well as you can read it here in church.  But the question is, “Are we really 

doing that at home on a regular basis?” 

     Again, it’s like staying in shape.  You don’t have to go to a gym to stay in shape.  You can buy an exercise 

bike or one of those personal Total Gym machines and work out at home, but are you really going to use that 

equipment on a regular basis?  Now I’m sure there are some people who do indeed work out at home on a 

regular basis, but let’s face it, it’s a lot harder to use exercise equipment at home when we don’t have people 

around us to motivate and encourage us like we would at the gym.  Over time that bike or work out machine 

just stands in the corner and we use it to hang our clothes on instead of to exercise.  Isn’t that what happens 

when we stop coming to church on a regular basis?  At first we resolve to stay grounded in our faith by doing 

private devotions daily, but then we miss a day, then two days, and before you know it our Bible begins to 

collect a lot of dust as it sits there on a table untouched and our faith suffers as well. 

     The door to the kingdom of heaven is open now to everyone, but the time will come when that door will be 

shut and then it will be too late to get ready.  Let us never make the same mistake those 5 foolish bridesmaids 

made.  They found themselves shut out in the cold of night with the chilling sound of the Lord’s voice ringing 

in their ears, “I don’t know you.”  They had excluded themselves from the eternal celebration by their own 

foolishness.  The opportunities to prepare were there, but they ignored them. 

     I don’t know when our Lord will return.  In a sense He is delayed, and perhaps that is good as God wants 

everyone to be saved.  His delay gives us a chance to grow in our faith and to prepare for His coming.  And so, 

we worship, we tell others about the love of Christ, we study and discuss the Word of God as we apply it to our 

lives, and we pray – this is how we keep our lamps lit until He comes again.  Just like the childhood game of 

“Hide and Seek” – “Ready or not, Jesus is Coming.”  The 5 bridesmaids who were prepared, Jesus called them 

wise.  I pray that Jesus can say the same thing right now about each one of us here today.    


