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     Our lives today seem to be all about connections.  Our homes need utilities – water, gas, and electric; and we 

certainly learned with the cold weather last week just how much we rely on those utilities, especially if the pipes 

on your home froze last week and you were without water.  Our phones used to be boxes that hung on the wall, 

but now we carry them with us wherever we go.  Why?  Because we want to be connected at all times.  

Remember the feeling you had when you forgot where you put your phone or accidentally left it behind 

somewhere?  That feeling of concern as you wondered what messages you may be missing if someone was 

trying to contact you, or that feeling of worry because you have so much information that you keep on your 

phone.  But we also know that the phone has to be connected to a network in order for it to function. 

     While our world is connected electronically today in many ways, we also know that many people may have 

access to our personal information.  I remember several years ago when we learned that the National Security 

Agency was routinely monitoring our phones calls and emails.  Many people were very upset by this invasion 

of privacy as no one likes to have their phone calls and emails being monitored by others.  We all like our 

privacy and we expect others to respect it. 

     However, in our Gospel lesson for today we learn about a happy invasion of privacy.  Two men, Philip and 

Nathanael, were found by the Lord and were known by the Lord, and they were invited to follow Him.  And 

Jesus wants to invade your privacy for the same reason, to have you follow Him. 

     Many people think that our God is one who sits on His throne in heaven and waits for people to come and 

find Him.  But that is not how our God operates.  At the very beginning, when Adam and Eve fell into sin, God 

did not wait for them to come to Him and confess what they had done and seek forgiveness.  Just the opposite.  

In the book of Genesis it says that God went searching for them, not only to punish them, but also to share with 

them that He had a plan to get them out the mess they had stepped into by their disobedience. 

     Likewise, when you look at how Jesus ended up with His 12 Disciples, you will see that it is because He 

went searching for them and called them to follow.  In the verses leading up to our Gospel lesson, Andrew is 

called by Jesus to follow Him.  Andrew then goes and finds his brother, Peter, and tells him, “We have found 

the Messiah!”  The next day, Jesus, in our text, finds Philip and says to him, “Follow me.”  And Philip then 

goes to his friend, Nathanael, and says, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 

wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  But Philip had not found Jesus, Jesus had found Philip.  And 

that’s how it works for us, as well.  We don’t find Jesus when we come to faith in Him, we come to faith 

because Jesus first found us.  It’s like a hiker in the mountains who falls and breaks their ankle, when the 

rescuers come says, “I’m glad I found you guys.”  But everyone really knows that because of his/her condition 

what he/she means is, “I’m glad you found me.”  And that’s how it is with us.  Sin has so damaged us that by 

nature we don’t even want to reach out to God.  That was certainly the case for Adam and Eve.  So God needs 

to reach out to us if we are going to be saved from our sins. 

     But how exactly does Jesus find us these days?  He’s not walking the streets as He did 2000 years ago when 

He found Philip.  No, but look at the way in which Jesus found the next disciple, Nathanael.  He did so through 

Philip.  After Philip was brought to faith he didn’t keep this news to himself, instead he ran off and found his 

friend Nathanael to tell him about Jesus.  And this is how Jesus still finds people – through the witness and 

invitations of people like all of you. 

     But this begs a question.  Do you consider what Jesus has to offer you in this place week after week to be the 

most important thing in your life?  Meaning, do you consider the forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal 

life in heaven to be the most important thing in your life?  Or is it something you only dust off for an hour a 

week if you happen to have time?  Your attitude about what Jesus is giving you in this place will affect the way 

you tell others about Him.  If we don’t view what Jesus has done for us as the most important thing in our life, if 

we don’t follow the 1st Commandment by putting God in front of everything else in our lives, our work, our 

spouses, our children, our money, our possessions, everything, will we see a need to share that with others?  

Philip was so overjoyed that he had found the Savior that the first thing he did was go and tell someone else 

about Jesus.  The disciple, Andrew, did the same thing.  So what’s stopping us from telling others about Jesus? 



     Maybe, like Philip, you’ve actually had an unusual response from people when you’ve told them or invited 

them to our church.  Philip tells Nathanael that he has met Jesus, the long promised Savior of the world, but 

upon hearing the news that the Savior is from Nazareth, Nathanael says, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?”  We don’t know why Nathanael made such a comment.  Maybe he was expecting the Savior to 

come from a large city or a more glamorous place.  Nazareth was pretty insignificant in the grand scheme of 

things in those days.   

     As you tell others about our church, you might encounter some unusual questions or comments.  My favorite 

when I tell people about our church is: “Lutheran?  What’s that?  Is that Christian?”  Obviously the answer is 

“Yes, the Lutheran Church is a Christian Church” and this then leads to some additional discussion about the 

Lutheran Church and other Christian denominations, but actually one of the best answers I could give after 

telling them that the Lutheran Church is a Christian Church is the same answer that Philip gave Nathanael in 

verse 46: “Come and see.”  Come and see Jesus at Holy Cross for yourself.  Come listen to Him.  Come and see 

Him through the Scripture readings, the music, our families, the sermon, and the sacraments of baptism and 

communion.  Maybe people have told you when you invited them to Holy Cross, “Well, it’s just not convenient 

right now, maybe later when things slow down.”  But how does anyone know there will be a more convenient 

time?  We don’t, because none of us knows when our end will come.  Even as I speak now Jesus is invading 

your privacy and reaching out to you through this message to learn more about Him.  I guarantee you won’t be 

sorry that you did.     

     I say that because one of our members, unexpectedly went to be with our Lord yesterday.  Natalie Harris 

faithfully sat in the very back row of our church at the early service every Sunday.  Each week she came to see 

Jesus, to receive forgiveness for her sins, and to learn more about Him.  Yesterday morning after swimming at 

the aquatic center in Smithfield, Natalie went to the locker room to change and without warning she collapsed 

and died.  But today I know Natalie enjoys eternal life with Jesus, because she knew Him, she was connected to 

Him, and was ready to meet Him, because each week she would come and see Him in this place. 

     As Nathanael responded to Philip’s invitation and came to Jesus, Jesus then demonstrated how He knew 

Nathanael by explaining that Nathanael was an Israelite and he saw him earlier sitting under a fig tree.  

Nathanael was impressed with Jesus’ ability to know all things, but that’s not what Jesus wanted Nathanael to 

marvel about.  He told him in verses 50-51, “You believe, because I told you I saw you under the fig tree.  You 

shall see greater things than that.”  He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the 

angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

     All Jews in those days knew these words in verse 51 were referring to a dream that Jacob had in Genesis 28 

when he fled the anger of Esau, and in the dream Jacob had seen the angels of God ascending and descending 

on a ladder that reached from earth to heaven.  This was God’s way of reassuring Jacob that he had not 

abandoned him in spite of his sins.  But now Jesus tells Nathanael and Philip, and all of us, that He is the ladder 

that connects heaven and earth         

     Connections are essential.  If you travel by airplane and miss your connecting flight, you will end up in a 

place where you did not intend to go.  Without a connection to God in Jesus, we would end up in a place where 

we did not intend to go.  This week I pray that God will put someone in your life, so that you can be their Philip, 

so that you can tell them what Jesus does for you in this place, and that you can be the person Jesus uses to 

invite others to follow Him.   


