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     This week the President of the United States will deliver his annual “State of the Union” address.  Whenever 

a president delivers this speech there is usually a lot of fanfare, with political analysts offering their views about 

what they think the president will say, how he will say it, and what the reaction will be from different groups 

and individuals.  The speech usually gets interrupted numerous times by applause as the president speaks with 

great hope, confidence, and authority about the future of our country. 

     I think the State of the Union address is certainly a good thing, but most of the time we really don’t learn 

anything new.  What kind of legislation will be passed into law this year?  We really don’t know.  Will any of 

our wars come to an end?  It’s hard to say.  While every president delivers their State of the Union address with 

great authority, in many ways it’s really nothing more than a pep talk. 

     But today I would like to go back to a different “state of the union” address.  The audience is much smaller.  

There is no television and no great fanfare.  The address I am referring to is the one that Jesus gave in our 

Gospel lesson this morning.  In this speech, Jesus was not talking about the state of the union, but the state of 

the world.  He wasn’t talking about a future war with another country, but a future war with Satan.  And His 

words were much more than a pep talk.  As people listened to Jesus speak, they were amazed by the way He 

spoke.  He carried himself with so much authority, which was very different from the religious leaders of the 

day.  Jesus then proved His authority by driving an evil spirit out of a man who had been in the audience.  The 

people there were shocked.  They had never seen a religious leader conduct himself with such authority. 

     However, in a sense, they really shouldn’t have been surprised.  Moses had predicted in a “state of the 

union” type of address to the people of Israel, about 1400 years earlier in our Old Testament lesson that 

someone would come with an incredible amount of authority, and now, he was here – Jesus Christ, standing 

right before them.  In this speech Moses had been talking to the people about God’s Commandments and in the 

middle of his speech Moses spoke to them about the coming of the Messiah, saying in verse 15: “The Lord your 

God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers – it is to him you shall listen.” 

     Now the “prophet” he is referring to here is Jesus, but how would Jesus be like Moses?  Moses was the only 

prophet in the Old Testament who ever stood in the presence of God the Father and saw Him as God spoke to 

him.  In the same way, Jesus certainly stood in the presence of God the Father in heaven and saw Him as the 

Father spoke to Him. 

     The other thing to note is that Jesus would be a prophet “from among you, from your brothers,” meaning that 

Jesus wouldn’t just descend from heaven liken an angel or outsider.  He would become a human being and 

would be born (like any other person) as a Jew.   

     And Jesus fulfills this prophecy exactly as Moses said.  In verse 18 we hear about this again as Moses 

explains what God told him saying, “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers.  And 

I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.”  This is why Jesus spoke 

with so much authority – His words were God’s words.   

     But, sadly, the people of Israel did not recognize Jesus’ authority.  He didn’t look like He had much 

authority, as He grew up in a poor family in a small town.  They also didn’t like what He said.  Sure He 

performed some miracles, but He seemed too humble to be someone with so much authority.  And so the people 

rejected Jesus as their Savior, they rejected His words, and eventually crucified Him, even mocking the words 

of God that Jesus had spoken to them. 

     Our world today has the exact same problem.  Our world today fails to see the authority of Jesus and His 

Word.  People will look at the Bible as just another book.  There’s no authority there.  As a result, people 

replace the Bible with their own teachings and their own teachers.  Moses spoke about this in verse 20 saying, 

“But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who 

speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.”  This was such a serious offense in the Old 

Testament that it called for capital punishment.  Today our world commits the same offense, not recognizing the 

authority of Jesus and His Word, and replacing it with man-made ideas. 

     I remember a few weeks ago while driving on the highway, going 70 miles an hour, when this red sports car 

flew by me.  I don’t know how fast that car was going, it seemed like he had to be going at least 90 miles an 



hour.  And I remember thinking, “Where are the police?  This guy could hurt someone.”  But all of a sudden 

what looked like a plain black car that I had passed earlier on the side of the road also came flying by me.  But 

now this black car had sirens going on it that I couldn’t see when I passed it earlier on the side of the road.  

Obviously this was some kind of unmarked police car and he eventually caught up to that red sports car and to 

my delight pulled him over.  I don’t know if the driver of that sports car got a ticket, but he certainly did not 

recognize the authority of the police officer when he passed him earlier, because the authority of the police 

officer was hidden by that unmarked police car.  

     And so it is with Jesus.  His authority is hidden in this humble book called the Bible.  His authority is hidden 

in the humble preaching done by pastors and missionaries.  And His authority is hidden in the teachings of our 

Sunday School and Wednesday night teachers right here in our church.  When people push Jesus away and 

reject parts or all of the Bible, they fail to recognize His authority.  And this is a temptation for us as well.  

When the world says, “This is just a book.  You decide in your heart what to do.  You do what feels right, 

regardless of what this book says.”  We might just say to ourselves, “Maybe they’re right.  I’m not hurting 

anyone when I do what I want to do.  When I put myself first.  I work hard for what I have and no one is going 

to tell me what I should do, or what is right or wrong.”  God has strong words for those who do not listen to His 

Words.  In verse 19 God says, “And whoever will not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I 

myself will call him to account.”  God is talking about punishment here, the eternal punishment of hell.  That’s 

how God calls people to account. 

     But there is good news about Jesus and His authority in this book that also needs to be preached, taught, and 

shared with others.  You see, Jesus not only has the authority to condemn us for our sin, He also has the 

authority to forgive us.  He forgives us for every sin we have ever committed in our lives.  He even forgives us 

for the times we have pushed Him and His Word away, and have failed to recognize His authority. 

     Where does Jesus get the authority to do this?  It is because He is the Son of God, who lived a perfect life 

and sacrificed Himself on the cross for the sins of the world.  But then He rose from the dead, to demonstrate 

that not even death or Satan could stop Him.  Of all the religions in the world, there is no other religion like 

Christianity in which God himself became a human being and dies for the world.  Christianity is the only 

religion in which God forgives the world and offers us eternal life as free gift.  No other religion carries with it 

that much authority. 

     The message of the Bible is one filled with comfort, hope, and joy.  It is a message with more authority than 

any speech or teaching or philosophy you have ever heard before.  In the State of the Union address this week, 

the President will speak with authority about many things, and God commands us to pray for our leaders, that 

they will put the needs of the people before their own and that God’s will be done.  But when Jesus speaks to 

us, through His Word, there is much more authority.  Jesus doesn’t say to Alexandra/Gracelynn this morning, “I 

might forgive you of your sins.”  He says, “Because of me, your sins are forgiven, and you are my child.”  Jesus 

doesn’t say, “I hope you go to heaven someday.”  He says to Alexandra/Gracelynn and all of us, “Because of 

me, you will go to heaven someday.”  That’s authority, that’s power, that’s comforting, and that message, that 

truth will never change.  The Good News of God is the only sure thing we have in this sinful, unstable, 

changing world, and for that, we rejoice.  


