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     I am not a Star Trek fan.  I like Star Wars, but I have never been a fan of Star Trek.  I had several friends 

growing up who loved Star Trek, but I just couldn’t get into it.  So, if you are a Star Trek, can anyone tell me 

today when the first Star Trek episode aired on TV?  I will give you a hint.  Was it 1960, 1966, or 1969?  If you 

answered 1966 you are correct.  That was the year the crew of the Starship Enterprise took off for the stars on 

prime time TV.  But about 2000 years before that, another crew, piloting perhaps a caravan of camels, pursued a 

star that announced the birth of an amazing king.  I’m referring, of course, to the Wise Men or the Magi from 

the Bible, who went searching for a child who had come to save all of humanity. 

     We don’t know how many Wise Men came to see Jesus.  Tradition tells us there were 3 based on the 3 gifts 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but we heard in verse 1 of our Gospel reading for today that it simply says 

“wise men from the east came to Jerusalem.”  We don’t know exactly where they lived, but we do know that 

Daniel – the man in the Old Testament who survived in the lions’ den – held some important government 

positions in Babylon for many years, including being Chairman of the Wise Men.  Daniel 2:48 says, “Then the 

king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him.  He made him ruler over the entire 

province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men.”  Now this was about 600 years before the 

birth of Jesus, and I would guess that as these Wise Men studied the stars that Daniel may have told them about 

the promise God made to send a Savior from sin through the Israelites.  Why else would Wise Men, 600 years 

later, care about the birth of a baby in Israel? 

     So how did the Wise Men, in what we assume was a faraway land, learn that the Savior had been born?  

While angels told the shepherds outside of Bethlehem about the birth of Jesus, a star would somehow 

communicate that news to the Wise Men.  We don’t know if that star was visible the entire time the Wise Men 

were traveling, but logic would tell anyone in those days that if a king was born, you would go to the capital 

city to find the baby.  So that’s what they did, they went to Jerusalem.  But when they arrived it seems like the 

star is gone as they appear to ask for directions in verse 2 saying, “Where is the one who has been born kind of 

the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  Imagine their confusion then when no 

one in the capital city of Jerusalem seemed to know anything about the birth of a king.  Ironically, it was the 

eventual enemies of Jesus, the religious leaders of the day, who pointed the Wise Men in the right direction – to 

Bethlehem.  But how did they know where to look for the Savior when they didn’t even know he had been 

born?  Very simple, they checked the Scriptures.  They knew that a prophet named Micah had said 700 years 

earlier, “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for out of 

you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.” (Micah 5:2) 

     After they were instructed by King Herod to go and make a careful search for the child, the Wise Men set 

out for Bethlehem (about 6 miles away) and they were overjoyed, we are told in verse 10, that the star appeared 

again and directed them to the exact house where Jesus was staying.  I would guess this house was not anything 

fancy, but these respected Wise Men didn’t care.  They immediately bowed down and humbly worshiped the 

Christ child, and then they offered Him gifts fit for a king.  The Wise Men’s search for Jesus revealed the hearts 

of true believers. 

     So let me ask you on this Epiphany Sunday: Did your approach to our worship service today match that of 

the Wise Men?  Did you enter this building today with great humility, awed by the fact that Jesus, the Son of 

God and your Savior, was going to speak to you in His Word and would give you His body and blood in Holy 

Communion for the forgiveness of your sins?  Or did you come into this place today kind of tired or frustrated, 

with a lot of things on your mind that you need to get done, hoping that the service would be a little shorter so 

that you could get on with your day? 

     Such an attitude suggests that Jesus is an intrusion in your life.  That’s how King Herod felt.  When he heard 

about the birth of a king, he was upset.  He wanted to be the only king of Israel.  While Herod was able to trick 

the Wise Men into believing that he also wanted to worship the Christ child, once the child was located, he 

couldn’t fool God and neither can we.  God knows when you would rather be somewhere else than here and He 

knows when you are simply going through the motions of serving Him because you are trying to impress 

someone. 



     But there was another group of people whose attitude towards the news of Jesus’ birth was probably even 

more shocking than Herod’s.  It was the religious leaders, the chief priests and scribes.  Why didn’t any of them 

go with the Wise Men to see this newborn king and Savior?  Did they not think they needed a Savior?  True 

faith is not just knowing God’s Word, it is putting it into action – something these religious leaders failed to do 

at this moment. 

     I’m sure we don’t want to admit it, but we all have things in common with these religious leaders.  We may 

know God’s Word; we may know the Parable of the Good Samaritan, but we don’t always eagerly and 

cheerfully reach out to those who need help as the Good Samaritan did.  We may know the Parable of the Lost 

Sheep, how Jesus goes searching for one sheep that is lost while leaving the others behind, but we don’t always 

go looking for those who don’t attend worship or have a relationship with Jesus.  As I said on Christmas Eve, 

do our Sunday words always translate into Thursday actions?  On Sundays we hear that true love is always 

patient, kind, and forgiving, but is that what we practice during the rest of the week?  How desperately we need 

Jesus’s forgiveness for our hypocrisy, and thank God we have such forgiveness. 

     A star once led the Wise Men to Jesus, proclaiming Him to the King of Kings.  But there would be another 

star, the sun as a matter of fact, that proclaimed Jesus to be our Savior.  The sun did this when it stopped shining 

on Good Friday.  When Jesus died, the sun stopped shining as if it was turning away in shame, unable to bear 

the sight of its maker’s pain and rejection because of our sin.  God the Father’s anger over our sin caused the 

sun to stop shining, as the Bible tells us that darkness then covered the earth when Jesus died.  But 3 days later 

it shone again, perhaps more brightly than ever before on Easter Sunday when it revealed an empty tomb. 

     So what is the proper response to Jesus’ love and forgiveness?  Our Gospel lesson suggests an answer.  

When the Wise Men were ready to leave Bethlehem, it says in verse 12 that they were told by God in a dream to 

head home using a different route, a route that would not take them back to King Herod as they originally 

planned.  And in their continuing humility, the Wise Men obeyed.  When we return home today, we need to 

take a different route.  Meaning, if you came here today angry with your spouse or a family member, then go 

home with forgiveness.  If you arrived here today with bitterness due to a sibling rivalry, go home and seek 

forgiveness.  If you showed up here today agitated with your neighbor or a co-worker, go home intent on 

showing forgiveness during the week.  If you are here today disappointed that you didn’t receive something you 

wanted for Christmas, go home content that Jesus loves you and promises to provide the things you need.  We 

can, we will, and we must go home a different route because, like the Wise Men, we have seen the King of 

kings, we have seen our Savior and have been touched by His love and forgiveness. 

     You may have known that the first TV episode of Star Trek aired in 1966, but did you know that the first 

episode was originally titled, “Where No Man Has Gone Before”?  But you see, there is no such place.  One 

man, Jesus, has been everywhere.  He’s even been to hell and back, and now He fills the universe with His 

presence.  You don’t have to go looking for Him, because He came looking for you and found you, and brought 

you here today.  Let us then like the Wise Men, worship this Savior with great humility, with hearts filled with 

joy, peace, and action.      


