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     I think one of the most frustrating things in life is when your car breaks down.  There is never a convenient 

time for that to happen to us.  Nobody enjoys waiting at the side of the road for a tow truck and I don’t know 

anyone who likes spending time (and money) at the auto dealer or repair shop.  But have you ever considered 

why we don’t spend more time at the mechanic’s shop?  What I mean is, according to an internet search the 

average car has over 1800 parts, so when you think about it, it’s actually pretty amazing that this complex 

machine doesn’t break down more often.  In fact, almost every day your car will start by simply turning a key or 

pressing a button even if it is below freezing or over 90 degrees outside.  How is it, then, that cars have become 

so reliable?  It is because automobile manufacturers have put them through years of vigorous testing.  They put 

their cars through all kinds of tests, because they want to sell you a reliable product that will last so you will 

remain a loyal customer. 

     As we go through our Old Testament lesson for today we will see how God put Abraham through some 

testing.  But God didn’t do this to find out whether or not Abraham had faith, God already knew that Abraham 

had faith, but with this test we see that God was refining Abraham’s faith so that it would be stronger than ever.  

Since God doesn’t want our faith to fail as we make our way to heaven on a daily basis, He puts us through a 

variety of vigorous tests to strengthen our faith.  And I want to encourage you to embrace those tests of faith, 

just as Abraham did.  

     While God does indeed test us, it is important to understand that God does not tempt us.  In our second 

lesson for today, James 1:13 says, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God 

cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.”  If you go back to verse 2 of that same chapter it 

says, “Consider it pure joy whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your 

faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 

lacking anything.”  I must admit I don’t think I have ever considered any kind of trial or test as “pure joy,” and I 

can’t imagine Abraham, in our Old Testament lesson, would have considered this test from God as “pure joy.” 

     In Genesis 22:2, Abraham received a command from God that must have broken his heart: “Take your son, 

your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”  How that order must have burned deeply in Abraham’s soul.  

When Abraham was 75 years old, God told him that he and his wife, Sarah, would have a son.  And when 

Abraham was 100 years-old, his son, Isaac, was finally born.  So imagine what Abraham must have been 

thinking at this moment.  “This child, Lord, whom I love, that I waited 25 years to be born, you want me to kill 

him?” 

     I wouldn’t be surprised if Abraham said to himself, “Why me?”  We often say those 2 words at one point or 

another when our car breaks down or when we’ve been hit with what seems like an unbearable trial in our lives.  

I’m sure families in Florida who are dealing with the school shootings from last week are asking, “Why is this 

happening to me?  How am I going to get through this?”  It’s OK to ask questions.  It’s OK to struggle with 

God.  I’m sure Abraham would have gladly given God every item he possessed rather than parting with his 

beloved son, Isaac.  I don’t know if any of us could imagine a more difficult test. 

     But Abraham’s faith was so great, that he doesn’t appear to even question God.  Instead, in strict obedience 

to God, he took Isaac and headed for a place called Moriah.  It was about a 50-mile trip and it took them 3 days 

to get there.  This was obviously not a quick test, and I’m sure during that journey Satan supplied plenty of 

logical reasons to Abraham as to why he should not take the life of his own son. 

     Amazingly, though, Abraham’s faith never waivers as his words in verse 5 seem to indicate that he is 

embracing this trial.  As he nears the place for the sacrifice, Abraham tells some servants traveling with them, 

“Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.”  When 

Abraham said that he and the boy will come again, he must have reached an answer to that awful question: 

“Why would a loving, merciful God want me to kill my son?”  But Abraham’s faith told him: “If God 

commands me to kill Isaac and I obey him, then God is somehow going to have to bring Isaac back to life, 

because God promised to make a covenant with Isaac in which He would someday send a Savior through him, 

and God doesn’t break His promises.” 



     So to obey God’s command Abraham had to disregard everything his heart and reason told him.  In other 

words, if there was a conflict between God’s command and His promise, resolving that conflict was God’s 

business.  Abraham’s business was to put God first in his life, and as a result he then pulled out his knife to kill 

his son.  At this moment, God knew that in Abraham’s heart the necessary sacrifice had been made.  Abraham 

passed this test by surrendering his will, his wisdom, and his son, in obedience to the Word of God.  Abraham 

clearly demonstrated that his trust in God was greater than his love for his son, and as a result, God immediately 

sent an angel to Abraham to stop him from killing his son.  I would guess that Abraham probably then dropped 

to his knees and wept. 

     The bottom line is that God would never ask Abraham or any of us to ever do something that He isn’t willing 

to do.  And He proved this many years later, when God allowed His Son, Jesus, to be taken to that same area 

where He was offered as a sacrifice for our sins.  But unlike Abraham and Isaac, God did not stop the death of 

His only Son.  Instead, Jesus was sacrificed for our sins so that we could experience the forgiveness and 

blessings of God upon our lives.  In other words, if we were to compare what God did for us with the concept of 

taking a test, it would be like a professor handing out a test to the class with all of the answers already filled in.  

And at the bottom of the page you read the following note: “All of the answers on your test are correct.  You 

will receive a perfect score on your test, because the creator of the test took it for you.  All the work you did in 

preparation for this test did not help you get a perfect score.  You have just experienced grace.” 

     Whenever we go through serious challenges and difficulties in our lives, maybe instead of asking, “Why 

me?” perhaps a better question would be, “What are you trying to accomplish in me and through me, O Lord?”  

After all, many times God tests you or puts you through a trial to benefit others.  That was certainly true of 

Abraham’s test of faith.  Couldn’t we argue that his trial was really more for us than it was for him?  God used 

Abraham as a living example of how His commands can be fully obeyed even when they don’t seem to make 

much sense.  So when a trial comes your way, consider how God is giving you an opportunity to demonstrate to 

others how believers handle difficulty.  They do so with a God-given peace that surpasses all human 

understanding.  And through this demonstration of God’s grace in your life, others may be led to want to know 

more about this God who you worship and trust. 

     So embrace the tests that God sends your way.  Embrace them because it is evidence that He really does care 

about you.  If He didn’t care about you, He wouldn’t bother to refine or strengthen your faith.  When you see 

someone going through a difficult time, do everything you can to encourage that person by constantly pointing 

that person to Jesus.  After all, if God did not withhold His only Son from us, is there anything that we should 

withhold from Him?  No.  We can surrender all things – our plans, our grudges, our pride, our time, our money; 

we can surrender it all and we won’t lose a thing, for with Jesus we have everything we need for this life and the 

next.  We may go through a lot of tests in our lives and God may even ask us to give up things for Him, but if 

there is a place in your life where you doubt God, remember the faith of Abraham, remember that God is always 

with you, remember that God will always provide, and let go of that doubt and trust Him, you will be amazed.     


