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     Do any of you enjoy buying a car?  I do not enjoy the process at all and fortunately I have not had to do it 

very often.  Five years ago I bought a new car, a 2013 Honda Accord, because my car at the time, a 1996 Honda 

Accord, was 17 years-old and had 250,000 miles on it and it was time to replace belts, hoses, and tires once 

again and I just didn’t think it was worth it.  I had been thinking about getting a new car for a few years, but I 

wanted another Honda since Sue and I had good experiences with Hondas.  However, the Honda Accord at the 

time was larger than my current Accord and I just didn’t care for the larger model.  There were other brands of 

cars I could have purchased that were the same size and body style as my current car, but I didn’t know or trust 

some of those other brands.  I wanted a Honda, because it was a name or brand that I trusted, and many of you 

may take a similar approach to buying a car.  You buy a certain make and model because you trust the name.   

     In our Old Testament lesson for today Abraham learns that when God makes a promise, you can definitely 

trust Him to keep it.  When Abraham was 75 years old God promised him that he would be the father of many 

children.  That may have seemed a little hard to believe since his wife, Sarah, was 65 years-old, but Abraham 

trusted God.  However, after waiting about 10 years, Sarah had still not conceived a child and the thought may 

have gone through their minds that maybe God was going to give Abraham children through someone other 

than Sarah.  So, Sarah offered Abraham her servant, Hagar, and told Abraham to go ahead and have a family 

through her.  Now, this was actually not unusual in those days as the custom was if a woman was unable to give 

her husband a child, she could offer him a servant to sleep with in order to have a child.  Once the child was 

born of her servant, the wife could then adopt the child. 

     Perhaps Sarah thought that by doing this she could help God fulfill His promise to Abraham.  Plus, she 

wasn’t getting any younger and everyone else was doing it.  But what Sarah proposed was not God’s will, for it 

did not conform to His plan for marriage.  What’s surprising is that Abraham didn’t appear to question her 

suggestion.  Instead of assuring her that God would keep His promise and that they just needed to wait on His 

timing, Abraham went along with the idea and had a son named Ishmael with Sarah’s servant. 

     So now, about 14 years later in our text, when Abraham was 99, God comes to him to straighten things out 

and says in verses 1-2, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant 

between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.”  Although it may not be obvious for us to see, but in verse 

1, God reveals Himself to Abraham with a new name: “God Almighty.”  (In the Hebrew language this is 

pronounced, “El Shaddai.”  You may have heard that name before in different writings or songs.) And I believe 

that God used this new name to show Abraham that He was about to do something inconceivable.  He was 

about to implement the plan He had given to Abraham 24 years earlier when He first called Abraham.  It didn’t 

matter that Abraham was 99 and Sarah was 89, this is the God who created the world by simply speaking some 

phrases, this is the God who can do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine as we said in our Building 

To Serve campaign last year, this is the God who can do anything and would have no trouble giving Abraham 

and Sarah a child. 

     Finally, a year later Sarah and Abraham would conceive and give birth to a son named Isaac.  They had to 

wait 25 years for God to fulfill the promise He originally made to them, but God kept His promise and it was a 

reminder to Abraham and Sarah that God was in charge and He always keeps His promises. 

     What about you?  Do you trust God to keep His promises to you?  If God promises to hear and answer our 

prayers, why does it appear at times that He is not listening?  If you are praying for a loved one to recover from 

a serious illness or if you are asking God to stretch your paycheck this month, know that God can easily do 

those things and so much more.  But why doesn’t God always do that when we ask?  Well, sometimes He is 

slow in answering our prayers, because He wants to teach us to keep turning to Him.  Just like He was teaching 

Abraham and Sarah to turn to Him in times of doubt or when things seemed impossible.  

     But what about those times when we pray for God to heal a loved one and they don’t get better, when it 

seems like God says “No” to our prayers.  When that happens, it doesn’t mean God doesn’t care or was unable 

to heal someone.  It’s a reminder that we live in a sinful world.  God’s original plan for us was that we would 

live forever with Him.  But when Adam and Eve sinned, it was like a poison was introduced into all of 

humanity and it is slowly killing each one of us.  So why doesn’t God do something about it?  He did.  He sent 



Jesus to take that poison of sin out of our bodies and to absorb it into His own body so that He would die.  

Although we will all still die someday, we have been freed from the effects of this poison of sin – which was 

eternal separation from God – and we will then live with God in His heavenly kingdom forever, just as He 

originally planned.  So while we still pray for God to heal our loved ones, it’s also important that we witness to 

them so that they will know Jesus in order to escape the suffering and punishment of sin and death. 

     While Abraham and Sarah sinned, when Abraham, at the suggestion of his wife, conceived and had a child 

with Sarah’s servant, God did not withdraw His promise to Abraham.  Instead, God came back to Abraham 24 

years after He made His original promise to him to forgive him and to tell him that now was the time for His 

promise to be fulfilled.  An 89 year-old woman was going to have a baby, that was impossible, but this was God 

Almighty speaking to Abraham, this was a name he could trust, and nothing was going to stop Him from 

fulfilling this promise.  God then changed Abram’s name (which meant “exalted father”) to Abraham (which 

meant “father of many), and He changed Sarai’s name to Sarah. While both names mean “princess” the change 

in Sarah’s name was a sign that God would keep His promise and give her a child, even though she was 89, and 

it would also remind both Abraham and Sarah that not only were they going to have many descendants, but 

kings would be among them – including the greatest king, Jesus. 

     “Father Abraham had many sons, I am one of them and so are you.”  Do you see how we are just like 

Abraham?  Like Abraham, there is nothing we have done in our lives that would cause God to make promises to 

us.  Yet, God comes to us and makes some amazing promises to us – to love us, forgive us, and to be with us 

always.  He puts faith in our hearts and tells us that our sins are forgiven through the death and resurrection of 

His Son, Jesus.  In baptism He gives us a new name by putting His name on us – child of God.  He takes us 

from being a sinner to being a saint, from one condemned to one cleansed, from one eternally forgotten to one 

eternally forgiven.  We are even given a permanent home in the Promised Land of heaven. 

     Less than 2 years after I bought my new Honda Accord the starter broke (the starter never broke in my last 

Honda Accord that I had for 17 years), a few months later something in the left rear axel broke (which the 

dealer told me was a major repair), and just under 3 years the battery died.  I was very frustrated, especially 

since none of these items were covered under warranty as I had already exceeded the mileage limit for the 

warranty.  My car is far from perfect, even when I try to do all of the proper maintenance, things still break and 

the trust I had in the Honda name has been shaken.  The same can probably be said about any car brand or 

product we buy today.  But thankfully there is one name that we can trust above all others.  El Shaddai, God 

Almighty, who not only keeps His promises and can do anything, but delights to do so for your sake if it will 

bring you closer to Him.  While our world is far from perfect, we have a God who is perfect, who holds the 

world in palm of His hand; trust Him, you will not be disappointed, because with Him there is always hope and 

life.           


