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     I would like you to look closely at this picture this morning and to count how many red Easter eggs you see.  

I’ll give you 5 seconds.  (Take picture away).  So, how many children were in the picture?  You don’t know, do 

you?  You weren’t looking for how many children there were, you were counting red Easter eggs.  In our 

Gospel lesson this Easter morning, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome did something 

similar as you just did.  They were so focused on finding one thing – a dead body – that they didn’t see the one 

thing that really mattered: Jesus was alive. 

     These women had seen the way Jesus’ body had been prepared for burial a few days ago and may have felt 

that it deserved a better wrapping along with additional spices since He was buried rather quickly.  So they got 

up early on Easter morning and went to the place where Jesus was buried fully expecting to see Jesus’ dead 

body in a grave.  Although it had only been a few days since Jesus’ burial, imagine digging up a dead body and 

having to handle that body.  This was a dirty job.  How many of us would have felt compelled to go through 

such work in order to give Jesus a “better” burial?  These women showed a tremendous faith in what they were 

about to do.  Even though they believed Jesus was dead, they believed there was additional work to be done as 

they were still going to show honor and respect to His dead body. 

     But if there was one thing these women forgot to do, it was to figure out how to move the stone away from 

the entrance to the tomb as they asked each other along the way, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the 

entrance of the tomb?”  These ancient tombs were carved out of huge rocks and in front of the cave or tomb a 

huge stone would be put in place so no one could get in.  To move this stone would take several people – more 

than just 3. 

     So imagine how you would feel if you had gone to a graveyard expecting to see this huge stone in front of a 

tomb, but when you arrive the stone had been rolled away and there is no one around.  Something wouldn’t 

seem quite right, and I’m sure these women were probably afraid to even enter the tomb – fearing that someone 

was there doing something with Jesus’ body that they weren’t supposed to be doing.  But as the women sat 

outside the tomb, somewhat tentative as to what to do, they finally decided to go in and look around.  I’m sure 

there was probably an eery silence and darkness throughout the cave as they wondered where exactly Jesus’ 

body was located.  But then something extraordinary happened.  They saw a young man inside dressed in a 

white robe and they were alarmed.  The Gospel of Luke tells us that the women fell to the ground in absolute 

terror.  Then the young man, who was an angel, said to them, “Do not be alarmed.  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucified.  He has risen, he is not here.  See the place where they laid him.” 

     What a change of events.  On Friday, life seemed to be over.  Here they were going to experience darkness, 

death, and depression as they gave their dead King one last burial right.  But now, early on Sunday morning, 

they were instead faced with a sense of hope.  The tomb which was empty, was not empty because someone had 

taken Jesus’ body, but because Jesus rose from the dead.  But how would they know this was true?  While an 

angel did talk to them, his words did not completely convince them.  Verse 8 of our Gospel lesson tells us that 

“they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing 

to anyone, for they were afraid.” 

     These women were so consumed with their grief at Jesus’ death, and they were so set on finding a dead body 

that they didn’t see the evidence of Jesus’ resurrection even though it was staring them in the face.  The same 

can happen to us, as well.  Spilled coffee on our clothes in the morning, a flat tire on the way to work, a pop 

quiz at school, reoccurring migraines and arthritis, an argument with a loved one – any one of these things can 

send us into a spiral of doubt, depression, and anger so that we don’t see the many blessings that we still do 

have each day.  We can easily be like the toddler who gets upset because mom has taken away the empty 

container of apple sauce that he was playing with, but doesn’t see that she has replaced it with a full container.  

Likewise, life’s challenges and pains are not evidence of the absence of God’s love.  His love and His presence 

are still there, we just need to look to it. 

     But how do we do that if we can’t even see Jesus?  How did those women finally believe that Jesus was 

alive?  After all, when those women left that tomb it seems like they were almost in a state of shock.  They just 

couldn’t believe what they had heard.  It was too good to be true.  The angel told them in verse 7, “Go, tell his 



disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee.  There you will see him, just as he told you.”  Instead 

of burying their Savior, they were now supposed to high tail it out of the tomb and not look back.  Notice the 

special concern the angel had for Peter, who had so adamantly denied that He knew Christ at His trial.  He 

especially needed to know that Jesus was alive and He would see Him again.  The women had a new mission – 

go and spread the good news that not only was Jesus alive, but He was also going to appear to them in Galilee, 

just as he had said.  Underneath their fear, I would guess that they were overjoyed, because the Bible tells us 

they remembered Jesus’ words – what He predicted.  This whole day had been planned by Jesus.  They knew 

He had been raised, because Jesus said it would happen.  Jesus’ words matched with the miraculous sights.  The 

women believed not with their eyes, but with their ears.  And that’s the best way for us to keep seeing Jesus – 

with our ears as we listen to His voice and believe the promises that He has given to us in His Word. 

     As we have been looking at different street signs during the season of Lent and how they reminded us of 

Jesus’ journey to the cross, there’s one more sign we need to remember today and it is this one: “Road Work 

Ahead,” because our work as followers of Jesus is not done.   Easter gives us a renewed sense of hope and life.  

Since Jesus was raised from the dead, it means that God is not dead.  It means that God accepted Jesus’ 

sacrifice.  It means that we are declared not guilty and eternal life in heaven is ours, as Jesus’ victory over death 

is also our victory.  This is the message that God gives to us to tell those who are still living and acting as if God 

were dead.  It’s for those fellow Christians who are living in despair.  It’s for those unbelievers who don’t 

believe there is a God.  It’s for those who see no hope in this world.  It’s for those who only expect the worst 

from God.  God wants you and all people to know the truth.  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  This is our 

message.  It’s a message of forgiveness, a message of hope, and a message of life.  And our mission is for us to 

go and spread this message.  Why would we ever keep this message to ourselves when there are so many 

potential disciples of Jesus who are sitting at home this morning or finding other things to do other than worship 

– thinking that there is no God. 

     We worship a living God, the same God that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshipped.  We worship the same 

Jesus who rose from the dead almost 2000 years ago.  And He promises us that whoever lives and believes in 

Him will never die.  Through faith in the living Jesus we have the promise of eternal life in heaven for our souls 

and a resurrection from the dead for our bodies.  We need to tell people where to find Jesus – in His Word; in 

the Sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism, so they can experience the truth for themselves. 

     Whenever people see this sign, they usually slow down and they’re curious.  What’s going on over there?  

With your words and actions be a witness to Jesus’ saving death and His victorious resurrection for all of those 

who are curious or doubting or hurting.  The living Lord will change their lives from despair to hope.  That’s 

what the message of Easter does.  Is our work finished?  No, not yet, as Jesus wants every person to live with 

Him forever.     


