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     Why is Facebook such a popular website?  I wouldn’t be surprised if it is one of the top websites that people 

visit every week, along with Google and YouTube.  But why do people like facebook so much?  What is so 

great about it?  People who study human behavior probably have all kinds of theories, but I would guess that 

people like facebook for two reasons: 1) It enables you to get to know others; and 2) It enables you to let others 

know about you.  You can post pictures of yourself, you can write opinions about what is happening in your life 

and in our world, and people will get to know you.  You can also get to know others as you read what they write 

and look at the pictures that they post.  We’ve seen in the news recently that if you have a facebook account 

there is a lot of information about us that can be shared with others, maybe more than we realize or prefer, but 

it’s out there and people can easily access it. 

     Deep down, I think most people want to be known and they want to know others.  In our Gospel lesson for 

today Jesus says, “I know my sheep and my sheep know me.”  Over and over again in the Bible we are 

compared to sheep, but this is not exactly flattering.  Sheep don’t have very good eyesight, they don’t have 

common sense, and it is not easy to train them.  But shepherds know their sheep, they know everything about 

them; and Jesus, as our Good Shepherd, says to all of us this morning, “I know you, intimately.”  Consider the 

people who are sitting in church with you today.  Which of these people here really know you?  Does anyone in 

this room really know you, what you really think about during the day, what you hope for, what you are afraid 

of, and what you dream about in your life?  People here today might know the church version of you or the 

facebook version of you, but does anyone here know the real you – the part of you that hides behind all that 

stuff?  Perhaps the reason we don’t want most people to really know us is maybe they wouldn’t like us if they 

knew what we were really like. 

     But Jesus knows everything about us.  When you look at this picture of a crowd of people, what do you see?  

For most of us all we see are a bunch of nameless faces or bland personalities, but when Jesus looks at a crowd, 

He looks at people as a shepherd – wanting to care, protect, and provide for them as He knows everything about 

each one of them.  When Jesus says, “I know my sheep…” that word “know” means much more than just being 

able to identify a person by name.  It involves intimacy, the deepest understanding of another person.  

Shepherds did not just know their flock as a whole, they knew their flock individually.  They gave each sheep a 

name and they could call an individual sheep out of the fold.  But those shepherds also knew the nature of each 

sheep.  They knew the ones that were prone to wander, they knew the ones that were stubborn, and they knew 

the ones that tended to get into trouble.  So since Jesus is our Good Shepherd that means you can’t be secretive 

with Him.  Every image in your mind, every thought you have – it’s like a wide open facebook for Jesus, He 

sees it all and He still loves you.  He sees your sin and yet He still loves you anyway.  He forgives you and lays 

down His life for you. 

     This is very comforting news for us, because just as sheep have no sense of direction and need a shepherd to 

protect and guide them, the same is true for all of us.  Many times I have heard people who have messed up 

their lives, broken their marriages, lost their jobs, and destroyed relationships say things like, “Somehow I just 

drifted away; I was tempted to go down the wrong road; I don’t know why I wandered away from my roots.” 

     The reason why so many people have messed up their lives is because they don’t know who they really are, 

they don’t know where they are or how to get to where they need to go.  So they just start wandering.  Spouses 

wander away from their marriage.  Children wander away from their parents.  People follow roads that lead 

drugs, alcohol, and materialism.  So just like sheep, we need guidance, direction, and leadership. 

     Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”  When Jesus says 

something once we need to hear it, but when He repeats something 4 times we had better pay close attention.  

Four times in our Gospel lesson Jesus says that He lays down His life for the sheep.  That is what separates an 

ordinary shepherd from the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd guards His sheep at the cost of His own life.  

He will pay any price to get the sheep where they need to be. 

     When you think about it, sheep are really defenseless animals.  Dogs can bite, cats can scratch, skunks can 

spray, but sheep don’t do anything.  They need protection.  Contrary to what we may think we are totally 

defenseless against the difficulties of life.  Last week two tornadoes touched down in Greensboro destroying 



homes and part of an elementary school.  Many people said they had no warning that the tornadoes were 

coming and they talked about how helpless they felt as they saw the tornadoes destroy homes and property 

around them.  Regardless of our wealth, education, or positions in life, every day we are helpless against those 

unexpected storms in our lives, such as the drunk driver, the school shooter, the terrorist, or the deserting 

spouse.  Just like sheep we all need a shepherd to care for us at all times.  

     At the same time, though, a shepherd cannot keep sheep from difficulty.  There are wolves and bears, bad 

weather and insects that can hurt sheep.  The shepherd does not guard the sheep from difficulty, he guards the 

sheep in difficulty.  Do you know why Jesus calls himself the “Good Shepherd?”  The word, “good” doesn’t 

just mean “nice” or “helpful,” it literally means, “one of a kind.”  Do you know what a good shepherd always 

does for the sheep?  He always does what is best for them and sometimes that includes allowing the sheep to go 

through difficulties, trouble, and tragedy.  But since Jesus is the “Good Shepherd,” there is one thing we should 

always remember: There is no problem that we will ever face that is bigger than the Lord.  Jesus, as the Good 

Shepherd, not only gave His life for the sheep, He came back from the dead to prove that if He can conquer 

death, then He can conquer anything. 

     Even though sheep are defenseless and not very bright, there is one thing I think we should admire about 

them.  Sheep never appear to worry.  You will never see a sheep losing wool over worry.  You’ll never see a 

sheep nervously rubbing its hoofs together.  You never see a sheep pacing back and forth.  Sheep never worry 

as long as the shepherd is there.  Take the biggest worry or the biggest concern in your life right now and 

remember this:  The concern of the sheep is never greater than the care of the Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd 

knows the needs of every sheep and knows exactly how, when, and where to meet those needs. 

     In the days of Scripture, a shepherd who set out on a long journey with a flock of sheep was considered 

successful if he arrived with more than 50% of the flock, because there were so many dangers to the sheep 

along the way, such as disease, bad water, and wild animals.  But that is why Jesus is the Good, one of a kind 

Shepherd; because when Jesus starts out with 100 sheep, He is not going to lose any of them.  He does 

everything necessary not to lose any of them, including leaving 99 behind to go searching for just one that is 

lost.  And in verse 16 Jesus even talks about saving the sheep who do not know Him by saying, “I have other 

sheep that are not of this fold.  I must bring them also.”  He doesn’t say, “if I feel like it” or “if it’s convenient,” 

but says, “I must,” so that they will know Him and be part of His flock. 

     What a blessing it is that Jesus knows everything about us.  And what a blessing it is that we are able to 

know Him.  He has opened Himself up to you and me, not through facebook, but through the Bible.  If you 

think about it, the Bible has all the pictures and images and quotes you’ll ever need to know Jesus.  It is the 

place to visit on a daily basis to know more about your Good Shepherd, what He is thinking, and to let him tell 

you that He loves you so much that He laid down His life for you.   

      

    


