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     When Notre Dame women’s basketball player Arike Ogumbowale caught the ball with a few seconds left in 

the NCAA championship game, the score was tied between Notre Dame and Mississippi State.  But 

Ogumbowale had been in this situation before.  Two nights earlier in the semi-final game against the University 

of Connecticut, Arike hit the game winning shot with one second remaining in overtime, giving the University 

of Connecticut their first loss of the season, and sending Notre Dame to the championship game.  So now, in the 

championship game, she calmly caught the ball on an inbounds pass with 3 seconds left, dribbled a few times 

around a few defenders, and hit an off-balance 3-point shot to help her team win again.  As a result, she was 

named the most outstanding player of the tournament and her teammates were thrilled.  Many of them said after 

the game that they knew if they put the ball in Arike’s hands she would take over and win the game for them. 

     Do you have an Arike Ogumbowale in your life?  Someone you can count on when the going gets tough?  

Are you overwhelmed as a parent in trying to take care of your children?  Well, just flip the ball to the 

grandparents and let them take over.  Can’t figure out your math homework?  Mom can get you through it 

without any more effort than it takes a 7-footer to dunk a basketball.  But what do you do when those you 

normally count on let you down?  Like when the doctor can’t figure out how to treat your illness or disease?  Or 

when your spouse of many years tells you, “I don’t love you anymore.”  Or when you get a letter from the 

company you’ve worked for over the past 15 years, telling you that your position is being cut.  Who do you turn 

to then?  Our Gospel lesson for today has the answer: put it in Jesus’ hands and trust Him.  Let Him deal with 

your fears and doubts, because He has already dealt with death and your sins. 

     Our text describes the events of that first Easter Sunday evening when most of the disciples were hiding out 

in a locked room, because they were afraid, with Jesus having been unjustly crucified a few days earlier, that 

they might be the next target for Jesus’ enemies.  Adding to their consternation was the rumor that Jesus was 

alive.  Now you would think that would have been a reason to celebrate.  Jesus is alive?  He’s risen from the 

dead?  But how would you feel if your boss, who you failed to support at work, even though he had hired you 

for your position, was unjustly fired, but was now returning to work as your boss, having cleared his name?  

Wouldn’t you want to avoid him, ashamed of how you had been less than supportive?  Wouldn’t you even be 

afraid that he might now make life difficult for you?  In a similar way, the disciples certainly had a lot to be 

ashamed of with the things they did or failed to do over the last several days.  Jesus had called them by name a 

few years earlier to be His disciples.  He took care of them and He taught them.  A week earlier they had 

promised to stand with Jesus no mater what, but they quickly abandoned Him after He was arrested.  So how 

would He treat them now? 

     But you can’t hide from Jesus.  He knew where the disciples were hiding, so He went to them.  What’s 

interesting about this is that it wasn’t planned in advance.  What I mean is that Jesus had said before He died 

that He would meet His disciples in Galilee after His resurrection.  The disciples are hiding out right now in 

Jerusalem, about 60 miles south of Galilee.  The directive that He would meet His disciples in Galilee was 

repeated by the angels at the tomb and then again by Jesus himself to the women who had gone to the tomb on 

Easter morning.  But I think Jesus was excited to see His disciples again, not to put them down by saying, “You 

sorry disciples, all of you doubted me, where were you when I needed you.”  Jesus loved them, He couldn’t 

wait to see them again, and He knew they needed some strengthening as they were hiding in fear.  So Jesus goes 

to them, and He miraculously appears in their locked room right before them.  He doesn’t go through the door 

or a window, He just appears and says, “Peace be with you.” 

     The startled disciples, though, were a little slow to believe what they were seeing.  In fact, the Gospel of 

Luke tells us that Jesus ate some food in their presence in order to prove that He wasn’t a ghost.  Jesus then 

reviews for them the Old Testament prophesies which had clearly stated that the Messiah would have to die and 

then be raised to life again.  

     When the disciples realized that Jesus really was alive, they were thrilled, but there was one, in addition to 

Judas, who was not there to rejoice with them – Thomas.  We don’t know where he was, but we learn in this 

text that his absence hurt his faith.  And maybe that’s a warning to us, Jesus’ modern day disciples.  Whenever 

we pull away from the church and the fellowship of believers, no matter what the reason, our faith may suffer. 



     When the disciples eventually met up with Thomas again and told him the news that Jesus was alive, he 

refused to believe it.  In fact, he insisted that he wouldn’t believe it unless he saw Jesus with his own eyes and 

touched His hands, where the nails were, and His side.  But why would these guys, who had spent 3 years with 

Thomas following Jesus, lie to him?  Thomas didn’t just doubt the resurrection, at this moment he demonstrated 

a firm unbelief. 

     You could say that Thomas was just being stubborn when he refused to believe, but stubbornness is a sin that 

can destroy relationships and lead to unbelief.  How many marriages, how many business partnerships, and how 

many friendships has stubbornness ruined?  Don’t let it ruin the most important relationship you have:  your 

faith in Jesus. 

     But stubbornness can also be used for good.  The other disciples showed a righteous stubbornness when they 

kept telling Thomas that they had seen the Lord and refused to abandon him and let him wallow in his unbelief.  

And, of course, Jesus did not give up on Thomas either.  A week later when the disciples were in that locked 

room again, this time with Thomas, Jesus appeared to them and again greeted them, including Thomas, with the 

words, “Peace be with you.”  Jesus then directed His next words specifically to Thomas as He invited him to put 

his fingers in His hands and side.  By encouraging the very thing Thomas had demanded, Jesus showed that He 

had known all about Thomas’s doubts.  But now Jesus was inviting Thomas to place all of his doubts into His 

hands.  And Thomas did so when he confessed to Jesus, “My Lord and my God.”   

     Whatever doubts or fears you may be facing today, I encourage you to put them in Jesus’ hands as well and 

trust Him.  He is, after all, your Lord and God.  There is no problem too difficult for Him to handle.  He handled 

death, didn’t He?  There is no situation too embarrassing or too small or so messed up that He doesn’t want to 

touch it.  He’s already handled our sins, right?  Just consider those marks from the nails on His hands.  They 

testify to the brutal nature of our sin.  Sin hurts, destroys, and kills; but at the same time those holes in Jesus’ 

hands speak to the depth of His love for you and me.  He could have pulled His hands away from the cross, but 

He refused.  He let himself be pierced, like a man taking a bullet for someone else, so we could live today and 

forever. 

     A-reek-a O-gum-bo-wall-e is a great basketball player at Notre Dame and while she hit the game winning 

shot to help her team win the championship, she did not play well in that game, having missed 15 shots before 

she hit the game winner.  In fact, there had been other games during the year where she played poorly and it 

took hard work from her teammates that enabled Notre Dame to win some of their other games.  In other words, 

Arike Ogumbowalle is an excellent player, but there have been times where she failed and missed the game 

winning shot. 

     Do you ever feel that way about Jesus?  Sure, He hit the buzzer beater on Easter when He rose from the 

dead, but maybe after your Easter celebrations you’re still hurting today and you’re wondering where Jesus is or 

if He is listening since your struggles continue.  Perhaps the reason it appears that Jesus is not helping is that 

you’re not letting Him take control of the situation.  Instead of giving it all to Him and trusting Him, you keep 

stubbornly trying to do things your way.  Put everything in Jesus’ hands and be at peace, and let Him deal with 

your fears and doubts, since He has already dealt with death and your sins.   

        


