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     Does it really matter today where a person is born?  Last weekend American Meghan Markle married Prince 

Harry, and when they announced their engagement last year apparently it caused quite a stir among England’s 

royal family that Harry planned to marry an American.  But now, through her marriage to Prince Harry, 

Meghan becomes a part of a royal family and will enjoy many of the benefits that belong to a royal family.  

Senator Ted Cruz of Texas was born in Canada, but when he decided to run for president a few years ago he 

formally renounced his Canadian citizenship, considering it to be a liability.  His mother was originally from 

Delaware and his father was from Cuba, but they were living in Canada where his father was working for the oil 

industry when Ted was born.  The family moved to Texas when Ted was 4 and he was considered a “natural 

American citizen” since his mother was from Delaware.  But I guess he renounced his Canadian citizenship to 

assure his fellow Americans that he really was one of them.  Several years ago a friend of mine, who served 

with the Army in Afghanistan, told me about a wealthy member of the government in Afghanistan who had a 

daughter with one of his household servants.  Since the mother of the girl was not his wife, the girl was not 

allowed to grow up in his house.  Instead, the mother and her daughter lived in a small house in a poor area 

outside of town.  Sadly, the girl did not see her father very often, but if she had been born of the government 

official’s wife, the girl would have grown up in a very different environment and enjoyed a much easier life. 

     Have you ever thought how different your life would have been if you were born into a family with a lot of 

money or born into one that was very poor or born in another country?  But what’s done is done.  You can’t be 

born into another family, right? 

     In our Gospel lesson for today we see a man named Nicodemus, one of the religious leaders of the nation 

who knew the Old Testament well and tried to live a God-pleasing life.  Although his fellow Pharisees did not 

think much of Jesus, he knew Jesus had to be from God, because of the miracles He had done.  So instead of 

taking his co-workers word for who Jesus was and what He was all about, he went to see Jesus personally to ask 

Him how a person gets to heaven.  Jesus said in verse 3, “Unless a person is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus, of course, was confused.  How could he be born again?  How could he climb 

back inside his mother; and why was that necessary?  After all, he was a Jew and a common understanding 

among Jews in those days was that being born of a Jewish family, you were then a member of God’s chosen 

people and eternal life in heaven was therefore guaranteed by virtue of your birth.  But what Nicodemus and the 

other Jewish religious leaders failed to understand was that your first birth didn’t count for anything when it 

came to eternity.  While your first birth, your physical birth, may determine whether you have blue eyes or 

brown eyes, or whether you are part of a royal family, or whether you will live in luxury or poverty, it also 

guarantees that we will be sinners – enemies of God.  That’s what Jesus was referring to when He said in verse 

6, “Flesh give birth to flesh.”  In other words, Jesus could have said, “Sinful people give birth to sinful babies.”  

And Nicodemus should have understood this as David had written in the Old Testament book of Psalm, “Surely 

I was sinful from birth; sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”  So because of his physical birth, 

Nicodemus, like us, was destined to prove on a daily basis that he was a sinner and needed God’s forgiveness to 

have eternal life. 

     Isaiah understood this, in our Old Testament lesson, as he was sitting in the temple one day when he had a 

vision of himself in the presence of God.  But being in the presence and wonder of the almighty God, all Isaiah 

could talk about was his sinfulness as he said in verse 5, “Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips, for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord almighty.” 

     What Nicodemus needed and what we need is a new birth, a spiritual birth, if we want to get into God’s 

family and enjoy the benefits that come from being part of God’s family.  Fortunately, this new birth is one that 

God provides through baptism.  That’s what Jesus was talking about when He said in verses 5-6, “No one can 

enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 

gives birth to spirit.” 

     These verses make it clear that baptism is not just a ceremony.  God the Holy Spirit is active in baptism as 

He creates a new life within us.  I once heard someone say that Baptism is like a reenactment of the first day of 

creation.  Genesis 1:1-2 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was 



formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

waters.”  Just as the Holy Spirit was active in creation by hovering over the waters like a mother bird protecting 

her young ones, so the Holy Spirit hovers over us through the waters of baptism to create in us a new spirit – an 

attitude of love, faith, peace, and joy.  Through baptism we are given faith in Jesus as our Savior and we 

experience a new birth as God makes us part of His family by putting His name on us and claiming us as His 

forgiven children.  As a result, we become part of His royal family and we are now in line to receive the family 

inheritance: an eternal life of peace and joy in the presence of God. 

     When Isaiah saw how he had lived his life as a sinful human being, he felt useless, broken, and unworthy of 

God.  But when God touched him and forgave him of all his sin, Isaiah was anxious to enjoy that family 

inheritance of life with God by being God’s messenger to His people so that they too could be part of God’s 

family in order to experience the same blessings. 

     Peter, in our second lesson, had failed miserably as one of Jesus’ disciples.  Even though he had traveled 

with Jesus for 3 years, he denied that he ever knew Jesus when Jesus was arrested.  But when Peter experienced 

Jesus’ complete and unconditional forgiveness when Jesus rose from the dead, he was anxious to tell the world.  

And when he preached his first sermon, 3000 people came to faith and were baptized. 

     There were many things that Nicodemus, Isaiah, and Peter did not understand about God, but that did not 

stop them from believing in God and His promises and being used by God to serve Him and to serve others.  I 

don’t understand how God can consider me forgiven and cleansed of all my sin just because some water was 

poured on my head and His name was used in my baptism over 50 years ago.  But it’s not important that I 

understand exactly how baptism works, but simply to believe that it does work.  That’s what Jesus meant when 

He told Nicodemus, “The wind blows wherever it pleases.  You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 

comes from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  I don’t need to understand 

everything about atmospheric pressure to believe that there is such a thing as wind.  I can feel it even if I can’t 

see it or understand how it works.  In the same way I don’t need to understand how the brakes on my car work 

before I’ll step on the brake pedal to stop my car.  So we don’t need to understand everything God tells us in 

His Word before we come to trust Him and His promises.   

     Near the end of our Gospel lesson, the dialog between Jesus and Nicodemus stopped as Nicodemus listened 

quietly to Jesus’ teachings.  He did not understand everything Jesus said and even asked Him, “How can these 

things be?”  But it appears that Nicodemus came to believe in Jesus as His Savior as he was eventually one of 

two people who took Jesus’ body down from the cross and prepared it for burial – an act that would have made 

Nicodemus an enemy of his fellow religious leaders who hated Jesus enough to arrange for His crucifixion. 

     Nicodemus wanted to know more about Jesus and so he went to see Him, and the fact that you are here this 

morning means that you want to know more about Jesus.  There are many things we will never understand 

about Jesus, but what we do know should bring us great comfort:  He is our Savior, our Prince of Peace, and 

regardless of where you were physically born, through the waters of baptism you were given a new birth as a 

forgiven child of God and you are a member of His holy and royal family forever.  

 

           


