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     There are a lot of things happening in our world today in which there doesn’t seem to be any answers: Why 

does a hurricane hit our coast and cause flooding to areas that were still struggling to recover from the last 

hurricane two years ago?  Why did we get pounded with so much rain over the past few days, while California 

struggled with wildfires this summer in the midst of a drought and extreme heat?  Why is there so much debate, 

anger, and confusion about statues and names on buildings among our local universities and state government 

facilities? 

     There are many people who think they have all of the answers, who are anxious to offer their explanations to 

these tough questions, but the bottom line is they really don’t know.  As Christians, in these situations and 

others, we look to God for answers; but it seems like we don’t get any clear cut answers from Him these days 

concerning some of these issues.  So when this happens, it is very tempting to give up on God and to go looking 

for answers in different places. 

     Our Gospel lesson for today is a reminder to all of us that we don’t have all of the answers.  We may think 

we know it all, but that is far from the truth.  We see a man in this text who brings his son to Jesus and explains 

that his son is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of his speech.  Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to 

the ground, he foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and become rigid.  He asked the disciples to drive out the 

spirit, but apparently they couldn’t do it.  I’m sure this man was like any parent, who would go to great lengths 

to help his child, but so far, nothing had worked.  I would guess the disciples must have felt very confident 

when the man brought his son to them.  They already had experience healing people in Jesus’ name, so I’m sure 

they thought, “Demon possession – no problem, we can take of this.”  But this time it didn’t work.  So imagine 

how heart broken this father must have felt, especially knowing that the disciples had healed others, in the name 

of Jesus, but were unable to heal his son.  Imagine the bruised faith this father must have had after going to the 

disciples with hope that they could do something, only to see them unable to heal his son, just all the others.  As 

a result, this father really had no reason to have faith that anything could work. 

     There’s a lot of disappointment in this story and I think at every turn we can easily see ourselves.  The text 

begins with Jesus and 3 of his disciples – Peter, James, & John – coming down a mountain and as they make 

their way down they see the theologians of Jesus’ day arguing with the other 9 disciples.  I would guess that 

they were probably mocking the disciples for their inability to heal the boy.  I could see the theologians saying 

something like, “Well, we’re not so powerful now without your teacher, Jesus, around are we?”  The disciples 

also appear to be greatly disappointed and confused at this moment as they can’t seem to figure out why they 

couldn’t heal the boy.  At the end of the text they asked Jesus, “Why couldn’t we cast that demon out?”  In a 

sense what they are asking is, “Why didn’t it work for us?  We followed all of the steps and procedures You 

taught us, Jesus.”  Jesus responds by saying that this kind of demon can only be driven out by prayer, meaning 

the power to heal was not in them or in some formula, it was found in Jesus.  When the disciples failed to heal 

the boy, they should have gone to Jesus immediately in prayer, but instead they looked at themselves for 

answers.  Jesus was certainly disappointed with the disciples.  He was now into His third year of instructing 

them and He wondered out loud when they would ever learn. 

     But just imagine the pain and disappointment that the father is experiencing as the disciples and theologians 

are arguing with each other, and as Jesus expresses His frustration with the disciples.  This father already has 

the pain of knowing that while he has done everything possible to care for his son, but there is one thing he 

cannot do – he cannot heal him.  Day after day, week after week, month after month, and year after year he 

watches this thing, this spirit, eat away at his son’s life and he can’t stop it.  If you have ever sat by your child’s 

bed through the night when he/she is terribly sick, wondering if morning and healing will ever come, then you 

know how this father felt.  If you have ever spent an evening praying for your wayward son or daughter, 

desperate with fear that they won’t come home or terrified what will happen if they do come home, then you 

know the fear, desperation, and uncertainty of this father as he brings his son to Jesus and asks, “If you can do 

anything, take pity on us and heal us.” 

     But Jesus realizes that this man has a deeper problem that He needs to address first.  He says, “If you can?  

All things are possible for one who believes,” meaning the question is not what Jesus can do, but does the man 



believe in Jesus.  Jesus doesn’t say this to be mean to the man.  He says this because He knows it will bring out 

a confession of faith and a confession of sin from the man – both being what the man desperately needs.  The 

years of emotion, all of the hopes he had in the past, all of the helplessness he had experienced finally came out 

of him as he cries out, “I believe, help my unbelief.”  And Jesus immediately responds to the man’s battered 

faith in love as He heals the man’s son, indicating that the man’s doubt and uncertainty did not diminish His 

ability to help. 

     And the same is true for us.  The fact that we struggle with doubt and uncertainty does not put us beyond 

God’s reach to care for us.  God will never turn away from us, even when we are weak and question Him.  So 

what does God say to those of us who have doubts and uncertainties in our lives?  What does He say to those of 

us who have been disappointed when fellow Christians let us down?  What does He say to those of us whose 

problems are hopelessly complex?  What does He say to most of us, whose problems are the every day kind: the 

car, the children, our spouse, the job, and the old routines of ordinary life?  Jesus simply says, “Bring all of 

those uncertainties and challenges to me in prayer, no matter how big or small they may be, because where you 

are weak, I am strong.”  

     We all have doubts and uncertainties in our lives.  We’ve all had hopes built up and then crushed in our past.  

I’m sure we’ve all wondered at times if God hears us when we call to Him.  The man’s words, “I believe, help 

my unbelief” I think are words we can all understand, because they are our words.  They are words we would 

probably like to shout at times but are afraid of what others might think. The questions fill our minds from time 

to time:  Is it OK to admit that I have uncertainties?  Is it OK to say I need help with my faith?  Is it OK to be 

completely open about my struggles?  The answer is Yes. 

     This is life, this is what the journey of faith looks like sometimes.  There are plenty of examples in the Bible 

of people who followed God, then turned away from Him, but then were led by the Holy Spirit to turn back to 

God and were restored; and then they did it all over again, and again, and again.  David was a powerful king in 

the Old Testament who wrote in the Psalms: “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love endures forever.”  

But earlier in his life he wrote in the Psalms: “How long, O Lord?  Will you forget me forever?  How long will 

you hide your face from me in times of trouble?  Every day I have sorrow in my heart.”  David struggled with 

his faith.  He had questions and uncertainties, but he kept bringing those uncertainties to God.  The disciples in 

our Gospel reading had been bold witnesses for Jesus, but when they faced difficulty and uncertainty, instead of 

seeking Jesus and bringing those struggles to Him in prayer, they looked to themselves for answers. 

     If you feel that all you have to offer God is a beaten and battered faith, filled with doubts and uncertainties, 

that will not affect what He has to offer you, because Jesus never has doubts about you.  He never has questions 

about what you are worth to Him.  He knew what it would cost to make you His child.  He knew the price he 

would have to pay.  He knew how far you would wander from Him.  He knew how much you would sin.  But 

He also knew that He didn’t want to live without you, so He died on a cross for all of your sins.  But He rose 

from the dead and He says to you, “Come to me with all of your uncertainties, I will carry them, as we walk this 

journey of life together.” 

 


