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     Every day I am reminded that we live in some amazing times.  When I was a child if a person had a phone in 

their car, it usually meant they were rich.  Today, most of us have phones in our pockets or our purses, and they 

are certainly not a symbol of being rich.  When I was a teenager, computers were big and bulky with screens 

that were black & white or maybe green.  You couldn’t listen to music on a computer, but that was fine since 

many people listened to music on their “Walkman.”  This advanced technology allowed people to listen to their 

cassette tapes almost anywhere they wanted with their headphones.  Today, we carry computers in our hands, 

we place them on our laps, and I’m sure teenagers are not amazed with “Walkmans,” because now we 

download music and listen to it on our phones.  Next year our nation will celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

astronauts walking on the moon.  At the time it was an amazing feat and our country marveled at the ability to 

send people into space and to bring them safely back home.  But now, going into space doesn’t seem like a very 

big deal.  It has become almost routine as we have people from around the world working at the international 

space station all the time.  In fact, Japan is going to send a space ship loaded with more than 5 tons of supplies 

to the international space station on Monday.  But I would guess that most of us were not even aware of this and 

I don’t think of many people in our country or around world plan to watch the launch on NASA’s website.  

     I could go on and on listing all of the amazing things that are happening in our world.  Yet, what is truly 

amazing is that none of this seems to amaze us anymore.  We’ve become so used to new discoveries that they 

no longer surprise us.  We probably don’t think much about our ability to operate a computer on our lap or to 

talk to people anywhere in the world on a pocket cell phone, except for when they don’t work or don’t work fast 

enough.  So this begs the question, “What does amaze you today?”  Do we still find God amazing? 

     In our Gospel lesson for today we heard the story of a deaf man with a speech impediment who was brought 

to Jesus by some friends.  These friends probably didn’t know a whole lot about Jesus, but they knew He could 

do miracles, so they begged Him to lay His hand on their friend.  And Jesus does just that, He touches the man 

and heals him.  But what is interesting about this healing is how Jesus did it. 

     Knowing this man can’t hear and is unable to express himself very easily, Jesus takes this man away from 

the crowd privately because He wants him to understand something important.  This action also indicates that 

Jesus isn’t doing this to get attention.  If He wanted everyone’s attention or if He was trying to impress the 

crowd, He probably would have healed the man in front of the crowd.  Then, using some sort of sign language I 

would guess, Jesus lets the man know that He is going to heal Him by putting His fingers in the man’s ears, 

followed by spitting and touching the man’s tongue.  Next, Jesus looks up to heaven to let this man know where 

the power to cure these hopeless ailments comes from; and then by speaking one word, “Ephphatha” which 

means, “be opened,” Jesus changes the man’s life.  His ears were opened, his tongue was released, and the man 

begins to speak plainly, it says in verse 35.  In verse 37 it says that the people there were astonished beyond 

measure, saying, “He has done all things well.  He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”  These people 

were so amazed at what they had seen that they couldn’t stop talking about Jesus. 

     And when we see people who are miraculously healed today we love to tell others and many times we’re 

pretty good about giving the credit to God.  Many of you have experienced the miraculous healing power of 

God in your life and you have shared those stories with us here in our worship services.  And I still enjoy telling 

others how God healed Judy Hoffman when she was a baby; how God healed Penny Schneider on numerous 

occasions and she is still standing; how God healed Robert McNally from a terrible fall; and how God healed 

Richard & Elizabeth Lavery’s son when he was very young. 

     But note what it says in verse 36, between the two verses I just read.  It says that “Jesus charged them to tell 

no one.  But the more He charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.”  Why does Jesus tell them to 

keep quiet about this healing?  It says in verse 37 that people were telling others that Jesus makes the deaf hear 

and the mute speak, so what was wrong with that?  They were giving credit to Jesus for the healing.  Obviously 

there is more happening here that Jesus wants the people, and all of us, to see and understand. 

     In our Old Testament lesson, Isaiah said that when God comes “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;…and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.”  In healing this man who was 



deaf and mute, Jesus was fulfilling those promises of God; and He wanted people to understand that He was not 

just some miracle worker, He was God in the flesh, who had come to save them.   

     What Jesus did for this man was certainly amazing, but the most amazing thing Jesus did for this man and 

for all of us was to offer forgiveness of sins and eternal life through His death on the cross.  Especially when 

you consider the fact that we are sinners, who break God’s commandments and fail to love others as He has 

loved us every day.  This is truly the most amazing gift you will ever receive, but sometimes we are tempted not 

to treat it that way.  We are tempted to treat it like it is no big deal, we take it for granted, and we may not even 

think about it every day. 

     The word in the Greek language, in verse 32, that is translated as “deaf” can also be translated as “dull,” and 

sometimes our appreciation of God becomes dull, because we are tempted to focus on so many other things in 

our world that we forget about God.  College and professional football have started again and I’m sure if a 

player on our favorite team makes an amazing play, we will cheer and shout and get excited.  I do that.  

Sometimes I will even call people during the game and say, “Did you see that play?  That was amazing!  This is 

incredible, we’re going to win!”  However, I don’t think I have ever called a family member or a friend and 

shouted, “God saved a wretch like me!  God is awesome!” 

     Maybe we should do that, because the Bible tells us that at one time we were dead in our sins, destined to be 

separated from God forever.  But then God did the unthinkable.  He made a trade.  Whenever our favorite sports 

teams trade players, we analyze who got the better deal. When God sent His Son Jesus into this world to die for 

us, we definitely got the better end of that trade and it wasn’t even close.  Jesus took His perfect life and traded 

it to us, in exchange for all of our sins, and He took those sins upon Himself and died in our place on a cross so 

that we could live with Him forever.  He paid for our sins and freely gave us the life that we had lost. 

     That is truly the most amazing miracle of all and today we (got to see) will get to see that miracle take place 

in our second service (right here) as a baby girl will be baptized (Amelia Ann was baptized).  Through some 

simple water and the Word of God, amazingly a little girl will receive (Amelia Ann received) the gift of 

forgiveness and everlasting life.  And that should cause all of us to get on our phones, to tell others or to post on 

social media, so that all of our friends know that God just saved another child. 

     It is very tempting to overlook these amazing acts of God and to overlook the amazing things that God does 

every day in our lives.  So as you come forward today to receive God’s body and blood in Holy Communion, I 

pray that your eyes and ears will be opened to the amazing fact that God comes to you in the bread and wine 

with His body and blood to forgive you; and that you will open your mouth as you leave here and tell the world 

what He has done for you.       


