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     We like winners.  Our culture, our country, and our society are caught up with the idea of winning.  

Winning, succeeding, getting ahead, and overcoming great obstacles are the ideals and goals that society places 

on all people.  We can see this in our preoccupation with sports.  We like to see our team win.  We like to 

follow a winner.  People around the country get caught up with this mentality each year during March and April 

with the college basketball tournament.  We cheer when our team wins, we get excited when an underdog beats 

a heavily favored team, but when our team loses we often experience disappointment or even sadness.  Players 

and coaches will even get emotional when their team loses. 

     In every sport there are stories throughout the year of athletes who overcame tremendous hardships in order 

to succeed in their sport.  There are stories of athletes who came from poor families, broken homes, or who 

experienced life threatening injuries, but through their hard work and the support of others, they overcame their 

challenges in order to be successful athletes.  While we love those stories, there are many more stories of 

athletes and individuals who face these challenges and do not succeed – at least not as the world defines 

success.  There are athletes who experience injuries who never make it back and spend the rest of their lives in 

pain or struggling to walk or unable to take care of themselves.  There are people who do not make the athletic 

team and do not get the college scholarship, and never even get a chance to attend the college of their dreams.  

But we never read those stories.  Those stories are never reported, because we want winners, we want glamour, 

we want to see power, strength, and courage.  We want success.  We don’t want to read about weakness or 

failure, that’s not exciting or encouraging. 

     About 2000 years ago there was a group of people who were just like us, they only wanted winners.  They 

could not accept or understand someone they thought was a loser.  So they rejected this looser, because he 

didn’t measure up to their expectations.  They felt he hadn’t achieved enough.  They were expecting a Savior 

who would be a great, victorious military leader, who would conquer the world.  So when Jesus came along, 

they rejected him as their Savior, because he seemed weak, lowly, one who deliberately avoided the spectacular, 

one who served and who ended up dying on a cross.  In their minds that could not be a picture of the Savior of 

the world, the chosen one of God. 

     To many of the people of Jesus’ day the fact of the crucifixion did not prove that Jesus was the Son of God.  

Just the opposite.  In their minds, it proved He was not the Son of God.  Even with Old Testament Scriptures 

like Isaiah 53 that they had and that we read tonight, many of the people could not even dream of a suffering 

Savior.  So the cross became a barrier to the belief that Jesus is the Son of God. 

     But you and I know what the cross represents.  We know, as Paul said in 1 Corinthians, that the cross is the 

“power of God.”  It represents the power of God in destroying sin, death, and the devil, and giving us eternal 

life through the death of Jesus.  This cross word is a saving word as we proclaim that through Jesus’ death on 

the cross, we all shall live.  But this word of the cross is foolishness to our unbelieving world.  That God would 

not work through the means that most people expected – a powerful military or a political ruler, but instead 

would work through a simple carpenter’s son, 12 simple men, and a cross – an object of death – to bring eternal 

life to the world and freedom from sin, death, and the power of the devil seemed ridiculous, foolish, and even 

weak.  How could the death of one man save anyone, let alone the entire world? 

     But Paul said in our text that “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men.”  What may seem foolish to our eyes is indeed wisdom to God, and what might seem like weakness 

in our eyes, is really strength in the eyes of God.  We are so programed to love winners, to succeed, to make 

something of ourselves through hard work, that when God tells us not to rely on ourselves, not to be strong in 

and of ourselves, but to rely on Him and to surrender to Him, that just seems to many people to be foolish, 

because it doesn’t require any work on our part.  It sounds like the phone call we get telling us that we have won 

a vacation to Europe.  Of course the catch is we have to give the caller our bankcard and pin #.  So there must 

be a catch in regard to the cross word of Christ crucified, right?  After all, nothing in this life is free.  We need 

to work hard and to strive to reach our goals by ourselves, because that proves that we are strong and that we 

can succeed on our own.  But there is no catch.  All of our sins are forgiven and heaven is ours through the cross 

of Jesus, period. 



     Paul was struggling one day with some kind of physical ailment that he called a thorn in his side, but when 

he asked God to remove the thorn so he could better serve God, God told him “No.”  And instead said, “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Grace in suffering and power made 

perfect in weakness – God’s ways are definitely not our ways.  So if you truly want to see the power of God in 

your life, then look to the cross and the empty tomb, and there you will see real power and success. 

 

 


