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     Christmas in 1972 was a very memorable event for my family that year, because my dad gave us a very 

special early Christmas gift.  My mother, younger sister, and I were sitting in the living room when my dad 

came walking up to the front door pushing this brand new item on a stand with wheels.  It was a 19” color TV.  

When my dad brought the TV into the house I remember my mother saying with great excitement, “It's a color 

TV!  It’s a color TV!”  My sister and I were also excited as we said to each other, “Wow, we get to watch 

television shows in color!”   

     One show that I enjoyed watching after school, which was already in reruns, was The Lone Ranger.  Now 

even if you didn't watch the Lone Ranger, I'm sure we most of us know one of the last lines that would be 

spoken at the end of every show.  Right at the end someone would ask, “Who was that man?” or “Who was that 

masked man?”  And someone else would answer by saying, “Why, didn't you know?  He's the Lone Ranger,” 

and then the Lone Ranger would ride away on his horse, Silver. 

     As a child I remember asking my parents why the person who was saved from the bad guys at the beginning 

of the show who the man was who rescued them.  Why do they always wait until the end?  Why don't they ask 

his name when he's there helping them?  My parents didn't know and they tried their best to help me understand 

that it was just the way the show was written. 

     As we are prepare for Christmas, not only are there many people who do not know Jesus today, but there 

were many people in the days of Scripture who didn't know Him and were not prepared for His appearance.  

Back near the beginning of the book of Genesis God promised that His Son would come to save us from our 

sins, and for hundreds and thousands of years through the Old Testament people carried the hope that the Savior 

would come in their lifetime.  But it didn't happen.  In our Old Testament lesson for today God spoke through 

the prophet Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, and said that He would send a messenger who would 

prepare the way for the Savior.  But after those words were spoken, hundreds of years past and nothing 

happened.  No messenger, no Savior.  Finally, about 400 years later, John the Baptist comes out of the 

wilderness and talks to people to prepare them for the coming of Jesus.  His job was not only to prepare people 

so they would know who Jesus was, but also so they would know how to respond to Him appropriately.  And 

John's message of preparation to everyone he met was simply, “You must repent!” 

     Now the word “repent” really means or involves two things:  First, it is a passionate word that involves a 

radical change of direction, a turning around as though you are headed towards great danger.  It's a word that 

involves sorrow and regret about the direction one is headed.  Second, the word also involves believing in Jesus 

for the forgiveness of sins.  So if you put those two things together, repentance then is a lifestyle, a way of 

living that involves change.  In verse 8, of our Gospel lesson, John said, “Bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance,” meaning active repentance will be reflected in the way you live your life.  But the people gathered 

to hear him wanted more specifics.  In verses 10-14, the people all ask, “What then should we do to show 

repentance in our lives?” 

     And John basically says to them, “Be content,” but there are 3 observations I would like to share with you 

concerning John’s comments.  To the crowds of people who asked him this question about repentance, John 

talks about giving away food and clothing to those in need.  Specifically to the tax collectors he says, “Don't 

collect more money than you are authorized to do.”  And to the soldiers he says, “Don't extort money from 

anyone by threats and false accusations, and be content with your wages.” 

     My first observation is that when John talked to people about repentance and lifestyle, it’s interesting that the 

first thing he talked about was money and possessions.  Many pastors are taught, “Don't talk about money or 

giving the first time you talk to people.”  But John doesn't seem to know that, because the first thing he does 

when people ask him, “What should we do?” people he doesn't even know, is to tell them “Give. Share.  If you 

have more, give to those who have less.”  Sharing, caring, and being generous with our money and our 

possessions is at the top of John's list of things people do when they are both repentant of their sins and 

earnestly desire to see Jesus.  That is something the very first church did in the book of Acts - they cared for 

those who were in need by giving and sharing; and that is something we do here at Holy Cross – we care for 

those who are in need. 



     My second observation of John's answer is that repentant people are aware of those who are in need.  In 

order for the multitude to give away their food and clothing they have to know who needs it.  The tax collectors 

and soldiers needed to know whether or not people were hurting so that they weren't too hard on them.  Maybe 

for some of you here today, finances have been tight this year and you’ve had to cut back on some things.  But 

there is one person who never cuts back and that is our God.  His blessings are never ending.  He never cuts 

back on His love and His grace, and even during difficult times He often provides in ways we never expect.  As 

we prepare to celebrate the gift of God’s Son on Christmas, it has been exciting for me to see all of the gifts that 

many of you brought in for our Angel Tree.  Several of you, along with the children in our Open Arms center, 

provided Thanksgiving meals to our members as well as to local police officers who had to work on 

Thanksgiving Day.   Many of you provided food and supplies that were sent to 27 of our members serving in the 

military or attended college.  We had a huge stack of shoe boxes that were given for Operation Christmas Child, 

school supplies were donated to needy students back in the fall, and several of you continue to ask, “What more 

can I do?”  It is always amazing how God provides for people. 

     My third observation on John's comments is that he appears to say that if you want to be prepared to see 

Christ, then you need to be in the world, not hiding from the world.  That's one thing our missionaries do on a 

daily basis.  They are in the world, serving those who are less fortunate than us, and they are telling those who 

do not know that a Savior, Jesus Christ, was born, lived, died, and rose again for their sins so that they could 

live forever.  Unfortunately, when times are tough, one of the first things some churches do is cut their mission 

funding.  But we have never done that; in fact when finances were tight here we continued to increase the 

amount of financial support we gave to our missionaries.  

     Now John's words do not mean that in order to be in the world we should all quit our jobs and become 

missionaries.  What John is simply saying to the people he meets and to all of us is: “Use your possessions 

properly, share with those in need, and treat people with respect and care.”   When we repent inwardly in sorrow 

over our sin and match it with acts or fruits of repentance, then we will be prepared every day to see and to 

serve Christ. 

     At the end of the Lone Ranger a person asks, “Who was that man?”  But before they get an answer the Lone 

Ranger is already gone and they realize it's too late to thank him.    As we prepare to celebrate Christ's birth, we 

also know that someday He will return and how sad it will be for some people to see Christ and not know Him 

because they weren't prepared.  As we prepare to make that journey to Bethlehem once again this year, we do it 

with the understanding of our need to change – to repent of our sins and to be content - by sharing with others 

who are in need and trusting God to always provide for us. 


