
“You Are God’s Favorite” 

Luke 4:16-30 

January 24, 2016 

 

     Sometimes in the midst of jealously or frustration, brothers and sisters will say to each other, “Mom always 

like you the best,” or “You were always Dad’s favorite.”  I suppose parents can sometimes show favoritism, but 

what about God?  We call Him our “Heavenly Father,” so does that mean that He shows favoritism?  Oddly 

enough, the answer to that question is “yes.”  My sister-in-law has a plaque in her house that reads, “Jesus 

Loves You, but I’m His Favorite.”  We laugh at that plaque whenever we see it at her house, but there is a lot of 

truth in that plaque and each one of us could proudly display that plaque at our homes, because you and you and 

you and you and me are all God’s favorite.   

     Now that might sound strange, because in terms of what we deserve, it is God’s wrath, not His favor, that 

should be given to us.  Because of our sinful nature, we do not deserve to be God’s favored sons or daughters.  

We deserve to be sons and daughters who God punishes. 

     However, the Bible says in the book of Ephesians that God chose each one of us “before the foundation of 

the world.”  In the Old Testament book of Jeremiah 1:5, God said, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew 

you.”  In Psalm 139, God tells us that He knit us together in our mother’s womb.  So God chose us before the 

world began.  He knew us before we were born, and He was active in our development in our mother’s womb.  

That’s amazing, in other words, it means that we have always been God’s favorite. 

     But what exactly does it mean to be God’s favorite?  In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus visits His 

hometown of Nazareth.  While He was born in Bethlehem, He grew up in Nazareth.  Jesus is now 30 years old 

and prior to returning to His hometown, He went to a variety of village synagogues to teach people.  And in 

verse 15 of Luke 4, the verse right before the start of our text, it says that “everywhere Jesus went everyone 

praised Him.”  News of His first miracle – changing water into wine at a wedding – may have spread 

throughout the area.  While most, if not all, of the people who gathered at the synagogues to hear His teaching 

had not seen Him perform that miracle, they were impressed by the power of His preaching and some realized 

that He had been sent by God on a mission.  Therefore, one would think that by teaching in the synagogue of 

His hometown, He would certainly receive the same treatment, if not better.  After all, just imagine if one of our 

high school students were to become a Lutheran pastor or missionary.  Certainly if they came back here to assist 

with worship or to tell us about how the Gospel was being shared in a different country we would be very 

excited. 

     So as Jesus returns to His hometown, He goes to the synagogue and He reads Scripture – just as He had done 

in other places.  Initially I’m sure the people were very proud as they heard Him read from the book of Isaiah.  

In Isaiah 61:1-2, Isaiah prophesied that someday God would send a Savior, a Messiah, who would proclaim 

good news to the poor, liberty to the captives, He would give sight to the blind, He would give liberty to the 

oppressed, and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  After Jesus read those two verses, He said to everyone 

gathered there, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Meaning, “This Scripture has been 

fulfilled in me.  I am the promised Messiah and I have come to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And 

there’s our word – favor. 

     The word “favor” as used in the Bible has to do with being accepted by God.  So to be God’s favorite means 

that He accepts us based on His love for us, not on our ability to make ourselves acceptable.  This is what is so 

great about being God’s favorite.  It doesn’t depend on us or what sins may be lurking in our past.  Being God’s 

favorite means that the past is forgotten. 

     In the Old Testament, there was a time known as the “year of the Lord’s favor,” when the past was forgotten.  

It was called the Year of Jubilee.  Every 50 years past debts were canceled, slaves were freed, and land was 

returned to its original owners.  The size of the debt didn’t matter, every 50 years people would get a brand new 

start. 

     Jesus came to give everyone a brand new start, and what He gives is certainly much greater than having a 

debt removed.  To each one of us Jesus says, “I favor you and have taken the debt and burden of your sin 

myself.  I grant you full, unconditional forgiveness; and I give you the eyes of faith to understand what you 

cannot see – namely that I am with you always.  You have a brand new start regardless of your past.” 



     So what does it mean then to be God’s favorite?  It means He accepts us because of what Jesus has done 

through His death on the cross and His resurrection from the grave.  It means He accepts us regardless of what 

we have done.  It means He accepts us and sees us as brand new. 

     Yes, you were always God’s favorite.  But is it really fair to include everyone?  Consider for a moment that 

Year of Jubilee.  I’m sure there had to be some complaining among the people when this took place.  Was it fair 

that a debt of several thousand dollars was forgiven just like a debt of a few dollars?  Was it fair that some got 

hundreds of acres of land back and others only an acre or two?  Is it fair that God’s favor should be extended to 

everyone regardless of the number of sins they have committed or the magnitude of their sins?  Last week the 

Islamic State group destroyed the oldest Christian monastery in Iraq.  Should God’s favor be extended to those 

responsible for destroying that 1400 year-old structure?  The Johnston County police department arrested a man 

in Clayton last week for a murder that was committed in 1999.  Most likely the man arrested is the killer.  

Should God’s favor be extended to him? 

     The people of Nazareth didn’t think it was fair.  Oh, they spoke well of Jesus initially, but unless Jesus did 

something impressive, like a healing miracle, they were not going to believe that He – the local boy they knew 

growing up as the son of a carpenter – was actually the Savior of the world.  So when Jesus suggested that God 

would show favor to non-Jews, who believed in Him as the Messiah, they were furious.  How dare Jesus imply 

that God would show favor to others over them.  After all, they were Israelites, God’s chosen people.  As far as 

they were concerned, they deserved God’s favor.  How dare He preach that in their synagogue. 

     Sometimes we struggle with the fairness of God’s favor.  Will God forgive that man, if he is guilty of 

committing murder in 1999, if he asks for forgiveness?  Is there favor for such a person?  It is very easy for us 

to think that God could not possibly favor such a person, but at the same time we might think that about 

ourselves.  Maybe we haven’t committed murder, but we might think that there is something we have done in 

our past that God could not forgive.  Because of a particular sin in our past, we might doubt that we could ever 

be considered as God’s favorite.  I’m sure some of us have sins that burden us even though we know 

intellectually that God forgives us. 

     But the good news of our Gospel lesson, for us who are poor because of our sin, is that Jesus came “to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,” and through Jesus, God’s favor rests on us.  Through Jesus, God makes 

us acceptable by forgiving our sins – every single one of our sins.  Through Jesus, God says to each one of us, 

“You were always my favorite.”  We must never be like those people of Nazareth and think that there are those 

who should not receive God’s favor or that there are those who should not hear this message. 

     You may have said it in jealously to a brother or sister, “You were always Dad’s favorite.”  But God says it 

to you in love.  God says it to you regardless of your sin.  God says it to you regardless of the size of your sin.  

God says it to you because in Jesus Christ, He made you acceptable and gives you a brand new beginning each 

day.   I pray we will always take God’s Word personally, to heart, and may we never forget that because of 

Jesus, God loves you and you will always be His favorite.   


