
Title: “His Words Have Power” 
Text: Luke 4:31-44 (4th S. a. Epiphany) 
 

Wouldn’t it be nice if we only needed to say a few words and something around us would change? Imagine 
that. Just a few words and the pain that some of us feel would vanish. A few words and genuine companionship would 
shatter the silence of loneliness that others of us feel. Some of us would speak clarity upon our blemished or scarred 
skin; higher grades onto our report cards; the downed-tree-branches in our yard from the recently ice storm into perfect 
piles.  Some of us would speak today the team to win next week’s Super Bowl. Wouldn’t it be nice to speak a few 
words and something around us would change? 
 You know, sometimes we try this: to change something around us with our words. A few weeks ago, I pulled-
up behind a car at an intersection. The car was completely stopped at a Green Light. I said out loud in the car, “Go! It’s 
Green.” The car didn’t move. We do this in traffic, too, saying out loud, “Move! I’ve got places to be.” But the traffic still 
crawls along.  Sometimes, we try to change events happening in other cities. Think of the last time you were watching 
a sporting event on television, and you or someone near you said, “Hit a home run…or score a touchdown…or you 
better not miss those free throws!” And have you ever been sitting in a movie theater or watched a movie with 
someone who talks to the actors on screen as if trying to change the plotline of the movie itself? “Don’t open the door. 
Don’t go in the dark room!” they may say out loud.  
 These words and comments that pass-across our lips seem to come from our desire to be involved and 
influential in the world. And this impulse rooted in us to be actively involved in the life of our community is a great thing 
– desiring change for the purpose of protecting life or cultivating depth in relationships. But we must ask: To what end 
do we desire change? What’s the purpose, the reason, behind our desire to change things in around us? Certainly for 
the two people to whom Luke introduces us in Chapter 4, change is needed in their lives. We see it nearly immediately 
first in a man possessed by an unclean demon who shouts uncontrollably and also in Simon’s sick mother who is 
immobilized in her bed in the agony of physical weakness. As these two people are shackled to their less-than-
desirable circumstances, we must wonder what it is that is said of them under-the-breaths of other citizens of this 
Capernaum community: “Wouldn’t it be nice if the man would just leave the Synagogue? There are plenty of other 
people to annoy.” “Wouldn’t it be nice if Simon’s Mother stopped asking for help all the time? I’m swamped with work.” 
“Wouldn’t it be nice if the man would stop screaming? He’s bad for business.” “Wouldn’t it be nice if Simon’s Mother 
would just get better already? I can’t stand to see her in so much pain.” Yet, each of these wishful comments only 
creates a wider gap between people in need and people who can help – seeing the burden of someone else and 
desiring immediate change in them in order to better our circumstances with as little effort on our part as possible.  

The moment that I pulled up behind the car stopped at the Green Light a few weeks ago, I had no idea what 
was happening in the life of the other person. Maybe they were playing on their cell phone or fallen asleep at the 
intersection. I didn’t know. But as I continued to follow this very-slow moving car, it eventually pulled into a hospital 
parking lot. Could it have been that the driver was having eye problems; maybe their heart crushed as they were on the 
way to say goodbye to an ailing relative for the last time; maybe plans fell-through at the last minute for a friend to drive 
them to the hospital and they were left to drive themselves? I’m not sure. But what I did know is that the car stopped at 
a Green Light was of no service to me; a car to pass-by and get to where I was going. Obviously, there are times when 
the honk of a horn or a word of warning are necessary in the mix of life, but it’s a very real temptation every day for us 
to pass-by others as we make assumptions about their issues, their sadness, their pain or their behaviors. With eyes 
chained to ourselves, people around us in need of very real care, very real comfort, and very real encouragement 
become those who we are tempted to pass-by like a car on a road – and how we wish they would change for our sake.  

The demon-possessed man in the Synagogue must have been used to having people pass-by him and giggle 
at him under their breath. Simon’s sick Mother must have also experienced people pass-by her as well in associating 
her sickness with God’s lack of favor for her; or in their desire not to get sick themselves. What these two people do 
know is that the course of their lives have become drastically different than they ever could have imagined. Their 
strength, their dignity, their fulfillment, their power: Gone! This is what us immediately known to them, but what is not 
immediately known is that Jesus who breaks into their community of Capernaum, who stands next to them in their 
weakness, will not simply pass-them-by. He will do for them what He was sent to do by God the Father Himself - 



speaking just a few words with great power that causes their burdens to come crashing down; that changes their 
burden and sickness instantly into freedom and strength. 

To the man in the Synagogue, Jesus says: “Be Silent…and come out of Him.” Standing over the woman with 
the fever a short time later, Jesus may have said: “Be destroyed…and fall away from her.” A few words from the mouth 
of Jesus and things immediately change – life immediately changes! Demon gone and honor restored. Fever removed 
and strength regained. And not only this but these two people who were absolutely powerless moments earlier become 
the very people who God uses to give witness to the power of Jesus’ Word. Reports about the healing of this man flood 
the countryside as ears take-in the story of Jesus for the first time. And Simon’s Mother stands up in full strength 
immediately demonstrating God’s love by serving the very same people that served her. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if we only needed to say a few words and someone or something around us would change? 
For us, this is only a wishful question. But for God, there exists power and authority that moves beyond wishful thinking 
and into immediately reality: “With One Word from His mouth, things do change!” It’s not a question for God, but a 
statement. The statement of God made in the person of Jesus who walked into Capernaum with the power to cleanse, 
heal and restore unity to a community that sin divided. The Statement of God made in the person of Jesus who walked 
faithfully to the Cross where He knew that the tearing-apart of His life would lead to the restoration of ours. A statement 
of God made in the person of Jesus who approaches us once again today, and declares: “Take eat, this is my body 
given for you. Take and drink, this is the Blood of My New Covenant shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins…all 
of your sins!” Jesus’ Words have Power because He speaks from the fullness of His Father’s Heart into the world – into 
our lives. By the Powerful Words of Christ, sin vanishes…forgiveness covers…and grace abounds upon you and me 
this very moment. 

Where we may wish that we could be better at praying, Jesus Promises that He’ll give us the words to speak 
when we’re called upon to pray. Where we may wish that we can make a bigger difference in the life of someone else, 
Jesus Proclaims that His Spirit will carry us and work in ways that we may be unable to see. Where we may wish that 
we were more courageous with speaking Jesus’ Love and Peace to other people, He says to us with Words of Great 
Power, “Do not be afraid. The Lord is with you!”  

Amen!  


