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 Once every few weeks in grade school, my friends and I would stop-in to a baseball card store near our 
home and buy several packs of cards. We’d return home to open the packs and look-through the cards together. 
The exciting part was that we never knew what we would get in the packs until we opened-them-up and we 
always hoped to get cards of our favorite team or our favorite player. 
 But a noticeable shift occurred in our excitement of collecting baseball cards. In middle school, we 
stumbled-upon a magazine that listed-out individual cards and showed how much they were worth. A friend of 
mine had a copy of this magazine and when we opened the packs of cards we would immediately flip-through 
the magazine to see if the cards that we received had any value. If the card was not valuable, we would toss it 
into a large cardboard box along with all of the rest of the worthless cards. But if the card was valuable, we 
would put it in a plastic sleeve to protect the card from getting scratched or the corners from being bent. We 
hoped that someday in the future we could sell the valuable cards and make a fortune.  
 Though not with baseball cards, Paul in Philippians 3 lists-out for us to see his impressive collection of 
valuable personal traits: “Circumcised on the eighth day, an Israelite, of the most faithful of tribes…the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Pharisee, zealous and passionate about his beliefs, and blameless when it comes to obedience to the law.” 
It’s hard to find a flaw in Paul’s life when it came to his Jewish identity and obedience to Jewish standards of 
the day. It was these attributes of Paul’s life that were like the plastic sleeve that Jews thought would protect 
him from any uncertainty of salvation – nearly guaranteeing Paul the penthouse suite in heaven. He had it all! 
 And yet, a noticeable shift occurs in Paul’s understanding of what actually matters to God. What he 
once held as most important for salvation is precisely what holds no value according to the Word of God. So 
Paul takes the things in his life that are worth a fortune to the world and tosses them aside like a stack of 
worthless baseball cards into a large cardboard box. “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” The Holy Spirit directs 
Paul to see that what matters in the eyes of the world may very well mean nothing at all to God. 
 Before moving to Clayton a few years ago, I gathered a few of the baseball cards that I had collected as a 
child and took them to a baseball card store to sell. As I put the cards that I thought had value on the 
countertop, the owner of the store looked at me like it was a joke. I told him excitedly that I’d like to sell the 
cards and he said, “You see that box over there” pointing to another large cardboard box, “It contains hundreds of cards 
just like yours that I can’t pay someone to take.” I had invested so much time, money, and energy into collecting these 
cards, hoping they’d be worth something, only to be told that they were worth nothing at all.  
 When it comes to Jesus’ saving grace for you and me, this is exactly where Paul desires that we never 
end-up. Just like the Apostle Paul, there are things in our lives that we are incredibly proud of and that we have 
invested an incredible amount of time, money and energy building-up and cultivating among ourselves – our 
children, our education, our home or property, our near-perfect church attendance or social standing among 
friends, our leadership ability or our career. God has given us these as exciting blessings of which to be deeply 
grateful and use faithfully as a blessing to others. But it’s exactly these things that God will not tolerate as our 
reason why salvation and His grace should be ours. To do so would be our way of telling God that His grace 
needs to be supplemented with other things – that his grace is not enough. Anything in our lives that we 
believe should count for something toward salvation in Jesus’ Name is exactly what we are called to confess as 
sin before God – because we’ve twisted God’s blessings into our selfish gain. 
  After finding-out that the baseball cards that I collected in middle school would not make me a 
millionaire, I took them home and began to take them out of their plastic protective sleeves. As I was putting 
them away, I began to flip-through some of the cards that were in the large cardboard box that I had since 
grade school. One of the cards I saw had an image of Busch Stadium where the St. Louis Cardinals play, a 
stadium that I had attended many times with friends and family. I saw another card that I vividly remember 
receiving in grade school from a teacher after I answered a question correctly. And another card was one that I 
remembered opening with my brother and father at the dining room table. It was in the process of removing the 
plastic protective sleeves that allowed me to be reminded of the fun that I had for so many years of collecting 
these cards with family and friends no matter how much the cards were worth. 



 It can be extremely difficult for us to begin to remove from around ourselves the protective sleeve of the 
things in our lives that we’ve surround ourselves with, hoping that they mean something someday in the 
presence of God. But in faithfully removing, through confession, all of the aspects of our lives that cause God to 
sink lower on our list of priorities, we allow ourselves to be open to the joy of what Christ has done in us and 
who He’s made us to be. Paul declares in verse 12, “Not that I have already obtained [the resurrection from the dead] or am 
already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus made me his own.”   
  And it’s here that we find our abundant confidence: In Christ alone. It is Jesus who has done all the 
work necessary to seal our salvation in God’s Name. Jesus has bound Himself to us in the blood that He spilled 
at the Cross. It’s He who says, “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” as our burdens 
tumble down from upon our shoulders onto His own. It is Jesus that points us to look into the waters of 
Baptism and says, “There…you were mended in full at My Word.” And it is Jesus whose Word continues to impress 
itself upon us today, reaffirming once more that Jesus has made His Own. Jesus was sent to protect that which 
truly mattered to God – and humbling Himself throughout His Life, Death and Resurrection – it is you who 
Jesus presents to His Father as blameless and completely protected in His forgiveness.   
  As Paul says in verse 12, the glory of God has not yet been revealed to us fully. He have not attained 
heaven quite yet. Until that day, we have our work cut-out for us as People of God within this broken world – 
organizing our lives in such a way that lifts-up opportunities for us, our family, our children and our friends to 
be further molded by the Words and Actions of Jesus: Asking for courage amid temptation, Seeking clarity 
amid the demands of life and knocking on the door of Christ for strength in all things to be opened to us. And 
when the day finally comes when we stand before Our Lord, we can boldly say, “Lord...Here I am with nothing to 
offer, but Jesus. All that I’ve done remains on earth for your use and your glory.” And with great joy from His Heart, we will 
hear in response: “Well done…good and faithful servant.”    

Amen 


