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     Several years ago I went to an outdoor concert with a group of friends where four bands were performing.  I 

liked 3 of the bands, but one of the bands I did not care for at all. I decided, though, that I could probably 

tolerate the one band I didn’t care for until the last band – The Beach Boys, the band that I really wanted to see, 

came out to perform.  The concert started at 3:00 in the afternoon; it was a sunny day and several families with 

young children attended the concert.  Everyone sat or stood on the grass and children were running around all 

over the place having fun and enjoying the music.   

     At about 7:00pm the third band of the four came out and started setting up their instruments to play and all of 

a sudden I noticed that the crowd started to change.  By this time families and children were gone.  No one was 

sitting on the ground anymore.  It was getting dark and many rough looking people with some questionable 

clothes that they were wearing started moving toward the stage and crowding the area.  My friends and I noticed 

that we didn’t seem to fit in with this crowd that came to see The Allman Brothers perform. 

     While we knew some of their songs, we really didn’t care for the Allman Brothers as they were known as a 

southern rock band and had a history of drug in the 70s.  When they started playing, though, the place was 

packed more than ever and the crowd went wild.  As the Allman Brothers played for the next 2 hours, people 

were shouting and singing along to all of their songs.  The crowd started throwing things around, like cups and 

lumps of grass, the band seemed to get louder and louder as they played, and it seemed like people were 

praising them as they performed – especially as one of the band members smashed his keyboard at the end.  

Around 9:00pm the Beach Boys finally came out and again the crowd changed.  While everyone also sang 

along to all the Beach Boys songs as they performed, the crowd seemed different – less intimidating.   

     Well Jesus never smashed any musical instruments.  He didn’t crank out tunes or do any unplugged 

performances.  He never got a music award, but His entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday showed that He 

had many people who came to praise Him as they waved palm branches and threw their garments before Him.  

Like many music fans, who may love a band for a while, but then can’t stand them later on; initially most of the 

people in this crowd in our Gospel lesson loved Jesus and worshipped Him, but as many of us know, by the end 

of the week they hated Him. 

     Many times it seems like musicians and rock bands are worshipped and praised by many people, but Jesus is 

the only person who deserved all the praise He received, and more, for two main reasons.  First, for who He is – 

the Son of God.  When God made us in His image, He made us the caretakers of His creation.  He wants us to 

be like Him in this respect – that we care for others, and be faithful in the work He has given us.  But we don’t 

do that properly as the devil comes along and somehow convinces us that we can be more: we can be like God.  

We can barely take care of ourselves half the time, let alone a family, or even a pet.  And we think we’re 

capable of ruling the universe?  But God loved us as His creation, so He humbled himself and became a human 

being in order to save us.  However unlike us, Jesus succeeded in being human.  Like us in every way, yet 

without sin, Jesus relied entirely on His Heavenly Father with an unshakeable faith.  He obeyed every 

commandment and showed mercy to all people.  He was in every way what we were supposed to be – the image 

of God, yet content and satisfied in God, and in doing His Father’s will. 

     But unlike music bands, rock stars, or some professional athletes, who make a powerful grand entrance when 

they enter an area with lights, loud music, and the thundering voice of a special announcer, Jesus came humbly, 

gently, quietly, lovingly, with peace, forgiveness, healing, and help for all.  He rode in on a young donkey – no 

white stallion, chariot, limousine, or private plane – and people praised Him nonetheless. 

     The second reason we need to praise Jesus is for His office – as King.  Sometimes, though, that is difficult to 

understand – to praise someone just for their office.  For example, as our nation will be electing a new President 

this year, there are many people who appear to be having a difficult time imaging the title of President being 

given to some of the candidates who are running for that office.  Why?  Because we know their past, we have 

seen their behavior, and this makes it difficult for some to show them respect.  But God has shown us in His 

Word that He wants us to respect certain offices and positions of authority.  He tells us that children are to 

honor and obey their parents; employees are to respect their employers, and all of us are to respect and obey our 



government officials.  Now when parents, employers, and government officials do things that are worthy of 

praise, it’s easy to honor and praise them. 

     When Jesus entered Jerusalem, it says in verse 38 that the people shouted, “Blessed is the King who comes 

in the name of the Lord,” and theologically they were correct, Jesus was their King.  But the mindset of the 

crowd was that Jesus was going to be an earthly, national, political, and even militant King, who would free 

Israel from the Roman government and restore Israel to power like the nation was during the days of King 

David almost 1000 years earlier.  So with this understanding it was easy to praise Jesus as their King. 

     But as is often common with crowd assessments or crowd conclusions, they were wrong.  In fact, it’s 

interesting to note that time and time again in Scripture when a crowd spoke they got it wrong.  For example, 

Noah took on the entire world as they mocked and ridiculed him for building an ark when it wasn’t raining; a 

crowd convinced Moses’ brother, Aaron, that Moses wasn’t coming down from Mt. Sinai and to build a golden 

calf as their god; and probably the worst decision ever made by a crowd was when Pontius Pilate offered to 

release one man during the Passover festival: Jesus (who had done nothing wrong) or Barabbas (who was a 

convicted murderer), and the crowd shouted, “Give us Barabbus!” 

     Like so many crowds in the Bible, initially this crowd appeared to give Jesus what He deserved – all of their 

praise as they waved palm branches, placed their cloaks on the ground before Him, and shouted, “Hosanna, 

glory in the highest!”  But when the truth of His Kingship became clear – that following Jesus would not lead to 

freedom from Rome, but to a cross and freedom from sin, the cheering stopped, the respect for His office and 

who He really was disappeared, and the crowd evaporated.  In less than a week, the crowd that cheered Him 

became the crowd that condemned Him.   

     This year, in the presidential campaigns, there doesn’t seem to be a lot of middle ground with the candidates, 

meaning people either seem to love a candidate or they can’t stand them.  Well, with Jesus, there isn’t any 

middle ground either.  When Jesus entered Jerusalem He was very popular, almost like a rock star.  Everyone 

seemed to love Him, except for the religious leaders who hated Him, as the people praised Him as their Savior.  

And Jesus easily could have maintained that popularity by going along with the crowd – just like a presidential 

candidate when running for office.  But out of His love for His Heavenly Father and all of us, Jesus refused to 

be a part of the crowd mentality by telling and living the truth.  Sometimes people will say that if you want to 

ruin your popularity, start telling and living the truth.  And Jesus showed that is certainly the case, for when He 

told the truth, the people found it intolerable and ran, and they influenced others to turn away, as well. 

     We all need to be aware of the power and influence a crowd can have on us.  When someone says to you, 

“Saying those things won’t win you any popularity contests,” how will you respond?  If your Christian beliefs 

cause you to go against the crowd at work or at school, how will you respond?  Jesus’ response on Palm Sunday 

was, in effect, “I’m not running in a popularity contest.  I’m following the will of my Heavenly Father.” 

     What crowd are you in today?  Are you following the will of God or are you running in a popularity contest?  

Real love moves people to action, and if we truly love God as His children, then we must be prepared to give 

our best, to speak the truth in love, and to stand alone if necessary, in all circumstances, to insure that our love 

for God and God’s love for us is made known for all to see. 

 

 

 


