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     A wealthy old man had just recently married a lovely young lady and was beginning to wonder whether she 

might have married him just for his money.  So he asked her, “If I lost all of my money, would you still love 

me?”  And she reassuringly said, “Oh honey, don’t be ridiculous.  Of course I would still love you; and I would 

miss you terribly.”  Is that love?  We place a lot of conditions on love.  We place conditions on our giving of 

love, but not on the receiving of love.  Love is a big deal.  There are love stories, poems about love, and movies 

about love.  We see it in advertising and we see it in music.  I don’t know how many songs have been written 

about love, but it seems to me like love or some form of love appears in the majority of songs that we all know.  

So, I thought we would take a moment today to look at a few songs to see if they truly explain the meaning of 

love. 

     I want to go back to the 60s, when many songs were written about love, and I would like us to consider a 

song written by Betty Everett.  Now you may not know the name, Betty Everett, but I would guess that most of 

you know her biggest hit song about love.  The words are as follows:  “Does he love me I want to know; how 

can I tell if he loves me so?  Is it in his eyes?  Oh no!  You’ll be deceived.  Is it in his sighs?  Oh no!  He’ll 

make believe, If you want to know, if he loves you so, it’s in his…kiss!  Everything you want to know about 

love, every truth, every reality, every challenge, is there in his kiss.  Right?  I don’t think so.  Let’s consider 

another group from the 60s: The Four Tops.  They were a very popular, very successful group.  They had a love 

song with these words that you may remember:  “Sugar pie honey bunch, You know that I love you, I can’t help 

myself, I love you and nobody else.”  You could call this the zombie truth about love.  Something takes control 

of your brain and does something to you that you just can’t help yourself but to fall in love with someone.  

Right?  No.  The reality is we could look at all kinds of love songs and no matter how popular they are or much 

we enjoy singing them, they really don’t tell us a lot about love. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today we see some of Jesus’ disciples who really needed to know if Jesus still loved 

them.  Jesus had already risen from the dead and had appeared to His disciples twice.  Maybe not knowing 

exactly what to do now that Jesus was alive again and knowing how they had all abandoned Him when He was 

arrested, some of the disciples appeared to have gone back to their trades, doing what they knew best – fishing.  

But knowing that Jesus was alive, they had to be hurting.  For 3 years they had been at Jesus’ side, following 

Him wherever He went and doing what Jesus taught them to do.  However, when Jesus was arrested they went 

into hiding for fear that they would be arrested as well. 

     I would guess that Peter really had to be hurting more than anyone at this moment.  Peter, whose name 

means “rock,” had sworn an allegiance to Jesus that was bigger than life itself.  He had boasted of a love so 

deep that when Jesus predicted His betrayal and death, Peter said that even if he were the only disciple left, He 

would never abandon Jesus; he said he would even die with Jesus if necessary.  And yet, when Jesus was 

arrested and put on trial, a servant girl simply asked Peter, “You were with Jesus of Galilee, right?”  And not 

once, but three times Peter denied and disowned Jesus when questioned by her, and each time more emphatic. 

     So when Jesus appears on the scene and invites Peter and the others to join Him for some breakfast, after 

spending the whole night fishing, I’m sure Peter was wondering, “How can I face Jesus after failing Him?”  

How could he ever speak again about his commitment to Jesus and expect anyone to believe him?  I’m sure 

Peter may have felt that his life as a disciple was over, He certainly couldn’t redeem himself.  But Jesus could.  

Only Jesus could give Peter the reboot, the fresh start, that he needed in His life; and that’s the good news of 

Easter for all of us.  For all the times we have blown it, or failed someone, or made a poor decision, or turned 

away from Jesus and others who love us, Jesus always comes and He seeks us out to reboot our lives with His 

love. 

     So after eating breakfast together, Jesus knows how Peter is feeling, He knows what Peter did when He was 

arrested, but instead of focusing on the past or saying “I told you so,” Jesus begins by calling Peter, “Simon,” 

his original name and He indicates that He wants Peter back by asking him three times if he loves Him.  I don’t 

know why Jesus referred to Peter as “Simon,” but I would guess that it was Jesus’ way of saying, “Let’s start 

over, from the beginning, your past is forgiven, you’re getting a reboot; out of my unconditional, unwavering 



love for you I am restoring you to the position of one of my chosen disciples and I want you to go out and feed 

my lambs, take care of my sheep.” 

     On the surface it may appear that Jesus is badgering Peter by asking him 3 times if he loved Him, but that is 

not the case.  Peter had fallen away from Jesus by denying Him 3 times, but Jesus wants Peter back.  So Jesus 

calls for a profession of love from Peter 3 times in order to undo what Peter had done, and in this conversation 

we learn some important lessons about love. 

     First, Love is Forgiving.  Just the fact that Jesus is willing to take Peter back considering what he did shows 

how forgiving Jesus is towards us.  If you do not forgive someone you love, that relationship will never last.  

The greatest love story ever told – the story of Jesus dying on a cross for the sins of the world – is synonymous 

with forgiveness.  So ask yourself, is your love for others synonymous with forgiveness? 

     The second lesson we learn about love is that Love Calls for Sacrifice.  Love is not always easy or fun.  It 

especially depends on what is the object of your love.  It’s easy to love your recliner.  All it does is sit there and 

give you a place to rest.  You don’t have to talk to it.  You rarely have to clean it.  All you do is sit on it.  It’s 

easy to love your television.  It keeps you entertained.  But people are different.  When you check in on your 

children at night while they are sleeping, it’s very easy to love them and thank God for them.  But 8 hours later, 

when children are running, screaming, being selfish, and refusing to listen, then it’s not so easy to love them.  

Bosses are not always easy to love, because they can be rude and demanding.  Neighbors can be difficult to 

love, because they can be loud and obnoxious.  And sadly sometimes when we have a hard time loving these 

people, we try to ignore them.  For example, do you know someone who stalls going home from work, because 

they have a hard time loving their spouse?  Do you know people who look for excuses as to why they do not 

spend time with their children, because it takes work to love them?  Do you avoid phone calls from certain 

people because you have a hard time loving them? 

     You and I can sit in church and say to Jesus, “I love you,” but then comes the test with our actions when He 

tells us to take care of our children, talk to our husband/wife, work hard at our job, be a good student, and be 

kind to our neighbors.  You can tell how much you love someone by how much time and effort you put into 

those relationships.  And the same is true in our spiritual relationship with Jesus.  When we are asked for an 

hour of our time on a Sunday morning or a Wednesday night, does this seem like a big sacrifice?  Do you spend 

more time watching television or helping your family and neighbors?  Do you give more money to the cable TV 

company or to God?  When Jesus asks us, “Do you love me,” we can say it, but our actions show the depth of 

our love.  

     The third lesson we learn about love is that Love is Desirous.  The reason Jesus had this conversation with 

Peter was that He really wanted Peter to be His disciple again.  He could easy have ignored him and picked 

someone else, but that’s not love, that’s not Jesus.  He would never ignore Peter and He never ignores us.  I 

remember when Sue and I were first dating, I really wanted to be with her, so I did everything I could to 

impress her.  I pursued her, because I had this great desire to be with her and I guess it worked as she agreed to 

marry me.  My point is Jesus pursued Peter and He purses you, because He desires you.  And His desire for you 

should instill in each one of us a great desire for Him.  How many times have you denied Jesus?  You may have 

never said to a group of people, “I don’t know the man,” but we have all denied Jesus with our attitudes or lack 

of love at times toward our spouse, our children, and our neighbors.  But here’s the thing.  Jesus is not interested 

in talking about our past failures.  He simply wants to reboot our lives with His unconditional love so that we 

can share that kind of love with a hurting world, that all people will come to know Jesus as their Savior through 

us. 


