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 In college, I worked as a camp counselor at a Christian sports camp in southern Missouri. During the 
counselor training week, we were all lead to a clearing in the woods where there stood one single 30-foot tall 
telephone pole with short metal bars sticking out of each side from bottom to top. On top of the pole was a 
small wooden platform and next to the pole was a harness with a rope tied to a pulley-system in the trees. 
About 10 feet away from the top of the pole was a suspended trapeze bar. The challenge was to climb the pole, 
maneuvers one’s body to stand on top of the pole, and jump from the pole to the trapeze bar. The activity was 
called “The Leap of Faith.”  
 Standing on the ground, the pole didn’t look too high. The trapeze bar didn’t look too far away. The 
challenge didn’t seem all too difficult. That is, until my name was called to climb the pole and take the Leap of 
Faith. When I finally had climbed to the top of the pole and was standing on top of it with nothing around me, 
I realized just how out-of-reach the trapeze bar was from where I stood. 
 Just out-of-reach, too, for Thomas is the claim that Jesus was no longer dead – but alive. As he stands in 
the upper room with the other disciples, Thomas has a deeply difficult time reconciling in his mind what the 
other disciples told him they have seen: Jesus.  Alive. Breathing. Moving. Talking. “We have seen the Lord,” they say 
with excitement. But based on Thomas’ memory of Jesus just a few days earlier, he could have easily responded 
by saying: “Yeah…I have seen him too. And he was dead!” It’s too far-fetched for Thomas. Just too far out-of-reach. 
 Fear. Apprehension. Confusion. Uncertainty. These emotions push Thomas back on his heels as he tries 
to deal with the seemingly impossible claim made by the other disciples. And quite frankly, Thomas responds 
in the way that many of us respond when we hear something that seems far too good to be true. In essence, 
Thomas says: “Prove it.” “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”  
 “I will never believe,” is a bold statement, don’t you think? Thomas wants a personal encounter with Jesus 
that is tailored to him - addressing in his life what specifically brings him apprehension; here, belief that Jesus 
has indeed risen. Yet, how often have we also wanted a personal encounter with Jesus of our own that is 
tailored specifically to the apprehension or struggles of our own life? We might not specifically say, “Jesus, unless 
you do for me what I want, than I will never believe you.” But there are surely plenty of things in our life that we see still 
remain out-of-reach that we want, but don’t currently have. Bodies that don’t break down. Grades that don’t 
slip. Colleges that don’t deny our admission. Jobs that aren’t a burden. Friends or family that aren’t critical. 
Money that doesn’t run out. Relationships that don’t have tension. A faith that doesn’t experience doubt. These 
are the things we crave. Our prayers are dominated by them. Our thoughts are consumed by them. Our 
conversations revolve around them. And being we don’t have them as part of our lives now, like Thomas we can 
easily begin to determine who God is not by His Word and what He says to us, but by what it is that he does or 
doesn’t do specifically for us. This mindset actually begins to sound a lot like Thomas’ response that: “Unless I 
am provided for in the way that I desire, than I will be hesitant to fully believe.”  
 Hesitation is exactly what I felt when it was my turn to take the “Leap of Faith.” Standing on top of the 
telephone pole and looking at the trapeze bar, I realized just how far away from me it was. My knees shook. My 
heart raced. My hands began to sweat. Below me were several other people who had done this before – and 
there was one person in particular who was holding the tension of the rope that was tied to my harness and the 
pulley system in the trees. With a heart racing as I stood on top of the telephone pole, he said: “Jump when you’re 
ready. Whether you grab the bar or not, I’ve got you.”   
  Even when Thomas voices his doubt; his knees shaking, heart racing and hands sweating in fear and 
apprehension of what the other disciples have told him, the Peace of Jesus never departed from Thomas. Jesus’ 
desire in the midst of this skepticism is to reassure Thomas by saying: “I’ve got you!” by doing exactly for Thomas 
what Thomas had seen Jesus do for so many other people in approaching them right where they are in their 
weakness, in their heart-break, even in their doubt. No locked doors could keep Jesus out. No fears could push 
Jesus away. No skepticism would force Jesus’ hand away from Thomas. Jesus approached Thomas in 
confidence that Peace would be restored to him – like the camp counselor reassuring me as I stood atop the 
pole that no matter what was about to happen whether I could jump and grab the bar or jump and miss it; that 
I would be secure. Jesus says to Thomas: “Peace be with you…put your fingers here…and see my hands. Don’t disbelieve, but 



believe.” In this moment, Jesus gives to Thomas more than he ever imagined he needed – the security of knowing 
that Jesus “Peace” was upon Him. Jesus rebooted Thomas’ faith in such a heart shaking way that he could only 
respond with Words given to Him by the Holy Spirit who helped Thomas see exactly who it was that stood 
before Him: “My Lord and My God.” 
 And this is God’s peace in our lives, too. We certainly have our ideas how we desire Jesus to interact 
with us, but our desires pale in comparison to what He alone can give. The Peace that Jesus gives to you and me 
allows us to look squarely into the things in our lives that still remain out-of-reach as we confidently say that 
no matter if they become a part of our lives or not, we are still secure in the peace of God Our Father. It’s this 
peace, forged through the resurrection of Jesus and His victory on our behalf at the Cross and at the Tomb that 
has made us right and worthy in the eyes of God. As Christians placed in this community by God today, we 
may not be able to say, “I have placed my hands in His Side and believe,” but we can boldly proclaim that: “In this meal, I 
have felt and tasted the goodness of God in Bread and Wine.” “In baptism, I have felt the water and heard the Promises of God’s 
grace wash over me.” “Within this body of believes, I have had the forgiveness of Jesus fill my heart and flood-out my sin.” And it is 
in these places in our lives that Jesus Reboots our hearts to be confidence in his Name that no matter what we 
have or have not achieved or attained in this life, the Peace of God has not and will not depart from us!   
 By Jesus words to us: “Peace be with you!” our confidence rests in the truth that Jesus has approached 
us right where we are. He is not afraid of our questions or our concerns. He is not scared of the things that 
bring us worry – causing our hearts to race and hands to sweat. Because as the stone was rolled away, it 
crushed every ounce of the devils grip on us. Today, Jesus approaches you once more. And even in our 
preoccupation with the many things that still remain out-of-reach in our lives and the concern that they bring 
to us, what it is that we hear Him say to us are these four deeply powerful words: “Peace be with you.”  
 Amen!



 


