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     Father's Day is coming and even though it is still 2 weeks away, I've noticed that our advertising world is 

telling us that we need to go out now and buy dad a manly gift.  Maybe he needs a new riding lawn mower, or 

an 18-piece drill set, or a new grill.  Whatever it is, make sure you get dad a manly gift that makes him feel like 

he's got power, like he's in control. 

     Well, with that in mind I would like us to look at our Heavenly Father's toolbox and to consider a very 

powerful tool that God uses as He works on us.  That tool is His Word – the Bible.  It may not look as manly as 

a riding lawn mower or a grill, but it is truly the most powerful tool, yet underrated tool, on the market today.  

This tool can indeed change a person's life. 

     During the days of Paul, who wrote our second lesson from Galatians, the Good News of what Jesus had 

done to save us was being attacked.  In this lesson Paul is preaching to Christians living in Galatia about how 

Jesus had taken their sins away through His death and resurrection, when a group of people known as Judaizers 

went around telling people, “What Paul is telling you is not right.  Believing in Jesus alone will not save you.  

Believing in Jesus is important, but you must also follow all of the Old Testament ceremonies and laws that 

have been handed down for many generations in order to be saved.”  The Judaizers did not agree with the 

message that Paul was sharing.  Instead, they believed you had to earn your way into heaven with good deeds; 

so they tried to diminish the work of Jesus by saying believing in Jesus alone was not enough to save people.  

Just imagine how Jesus may have felt hearing people He died for say His work wasn’t enough.   

     Then they went after Paul himself saying that what he was telling people was not from God, but a bunch of 

man-made ideas.  They said he made up this Gospel message, because he wanted to please people and have a 

large following.  The message that God would save people by grace through faith in Jesus sounded too easy, and 

so they pressured people to reject or to question what they were hearing. 

     Sadly things haven't changed much over the last 2000 years.  Many people today look down on the Bible and 

reject the message about Jesus and His death & resurrection.  Others are quick to point at the bad things in our 

world and use them as evidence that God is not merciful.  And when people insist that all the religions of the 

world are the same, they discredit Jesus who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the 

Father except through me.”  In fact, when attacks are made on any area of the Christian faith, it is ultimately the 

Good News of Jesus – what we call The Gospel – that is attacked, because our faith is not some haphazard 

assemblage of unrelated beliefs that are just kind of taped together with no rhyme or reason, our faith is more 

like a beautiful piece of fine linen cloth – meaning you simply cannot tear pieces from it without diminishing or 

destroying the whole thing. 

     So, how did Paul respond to these attacks?  He said in Verses 11-12, “I want you to know that the gospel I 

preached is not something that human beings made up.  I did not receive it from any person nor was I taught it; 

rather I received it through a revelation from Jesus Christ.”  Now for us as Christians, who believe in the 

inspiration of God's Word, what Paul said is enough, but to those who do not believe or who are struggling in 

their belief they might respond to Paul's words by saying, “Paul, is that all you're going to say?  Joseph Smith, 

the founder of the Mormon church also claims to have had a revelation from God.  The Jehovah's Witness group 

claims to have revelations of the truth.  Even Mohammed in the religion of Islam claimed to be on the receiving 

end of revelations from God.”  So how is the revealing of the Gospel that we have received from Paul and 

others in the Bible any different from these other religions? 

     What makes it different is the work of Jesus.  When people insist that all religions are the same, in one sense 

they are not completely off the mark.  For people who follow any other religion out there today, they actually 

have some things in common.  They have noticed that not everything is right with the world.  They have also 

noticed that not everything is right with themselves.  They see that something's broken and they want to fix it or 

to make things better.  Those who follow these other religions often do so in sincerity and with good intentions.  

Most of them truly believe that what they are doing is right. 

     But there's a difference between these other religions and Christianity, and it is rather significant.  All of the 

other religions of the world put human beings at the center of the eternal life equation, meaning though they 

may honor whatever gods they might follow, human beings are usually cast in the role of saving themselves.  



While the activities, methods, and expectations in these other religions might vary widely from religion to 

religion, the news is always the same:  If a person is going to be saved, he or she must work to save themselves 

by following rules; and since none of them keep all the rules perfectly, guilt often looms large.  As a result, this 

guilt can grow to extremes and it will cause people to do some terrible things like strapping bombs to 

themselves and blowing themselves up in public places or traveling by foot for many miles to a shrine, because 

they believe that something must be done for their sins, and so they make a personal sacrifice. 

     Christianity, on the other hand, has this wonderfully distinct and different view that God is good and 

gracious, and it is God who saves humankind.  Christianity stands alone among all the religions of the world on 

this point.  Christianity sees God as the One who saves us, just as He is the One who creates us.  We do not save 

ourselves any more than we create ourselves.  We acknowledge that we are sinful, but we do so knowing that 

God forgives – not because of anything we do, but because of Jesus’ work on the cross. 

     This Good News is so very distinct, so utterly amazing, so unique, so completely unexpected, so completely 

unimagined that there's no way that anyone could have or would have ever thought of it.  No one thought of it 

before Jesus in any of the ancient religions and no one thought of it after Jesus rose from the dead and ascended 

into heaven in the more recent religions that have been popping up.  Paul said in our text, “This news that I am 

preaching is not something that I made up or anyone made up.  It came from God, it is powerful as you can tell 

how it changed me from being one of the chief persecutors of the church to one of the chief missionaries for 

Jesus.”   

     And we see how powerful this Word of God is in our other two readings for today.  In our Old Testament 

lesson, Elijah spoke God’s word and raised a person from the dead.  In our Gospel lesson, Jesus told a dead man 

to rise, and the man sat up and began to speak.  Paul began his life spiritually dead, trying to earn his way to 

heaven with his good works.  But then Jesus spoke to Paul, and it completely changed him – it made him 

spiritually alive. 

     Ever since the day you were born, God had planned to do the same thing for you.  Maybe it happened when 

you were baptized as a child or maybe God changed you when you were older as you heard the Word of God in 

worship.  Even though the Word of God doesn’t look all that powerful, it is the tool God uses to change you and 

we will have the joy of seeing that first hand today as 18 students will confirm their faith in Jesus and promise 

to remain faithful to Him even to the point of death. 

     Many people will show their appreciation to their fathers on Father’s Day by doing something nice for him 

or getting him a special gift.  So how can we show our appreciation to our Heavenly Father for all He’s done for 

us?  By using His Word, learning about it here in worship, and sharing it with others, but not out of fear or guilt, 

but rather from the joy of knowing that Jesus died for us so that by grace through faith in Him alone we can live 

freely with Him today and forever.  

 

 

             


