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     It is graduation time around the country as students celebrate certain accomplishments that often revolve 

around hard work and family support in preparation for the next step in their lives.  For many college graduates, 

they are preparing to interview for a job in their chosen field of study.  Just think for a moment of all the things 

that graduates do to prepare for their interview.  They make sure they have listed all of their education, 

experience, and credentials in the best possible way on their resume.  They prepare for the interview by looking 

their best – nice professional clothing, every hair in the right place, lines rehearsed and polished, posture 

upright, firm handshake, and a nice smile – all to prove their worthiness for the position.  In their minds they are 

going to the interview to show what they can do for the company, why they are the best choice, and why they 

deserve the position. 

     But imagine a new college graduate hoping to get a position at a large company who decides they’re not 

going to show up for the interview.  Instead, this young college grad sends a note through a third party to the 

person conducting the interview stating that they want a job with this company, but they don’t feel worthy of 

anything the company can give them and they certainly don’t feel worthy to meet the boss.  That sounds 

ridiculous, doesn’t it?  How can anyone expect a job or anything without proving his or her merit?  In a sense 

you could say that new college grad has some amazing faith if they think they can get a job with a company 

without showing up for the scheduled interview. 

     But in some ways this description resembles the words and actions of the centurion in our Gospel lesson for 

today.  A centurion was a military leader in the Roman government, in charge of about 100 soldiers.  He was a 

man of power and authority, who was sent to the outpost town of Capernaum to make sure there was law and 

order.  His job probably kept him extremely busy keeping track of these 100 soldiers who were working in the 

city to keep the peace.  So when it came to his servants, the centurion usually did not have time to be bothered 

with them.  However, in our text we find that a servant is very sick who much have been highly valued by the 

centurion.  And when the centurion heard that Jesus was in the area, he sent some of the elders of the Jews to 

ask Jesus to come and heal his servant. 

     What’s so interesting about this request is that the Romans and the Jews did not get along very well, but this 

Roman centurion was obviously different from the rest as the Jewish elders not only bring the centurion’s 

request to Jesus, but they also speak well of him.  They explain to Jesus that the centurion is a man of integrity, 

who was worthy of this request and was well liked by the Jews; “He loves our nation and has built us a 

synagogue,” they said in verse 3.  So not only did this centurion care about his servant, but he obviously cared 

for others who were very different from him.  This is certainly a refreshing change from the society in which we 

live.  Day after day we see people who are very selfish and very self-centered.  Turn on the TV and we will see 

news stories about government officials, sports figures, and television stars who are very proud of themselves 

and love to brag about it. 

     You will note that the centurion did not send his servant back to Rome where there were probably better 

doctors, instead he sent for Jesus.  Even though this centurion grew up in an area where they worshiped many 

false gods and was not allowed to dabble in the religious affairs of the Jews or Christians, somehow this man 

knew that Jesus was the Savior of the world.  I would guess that He had probably heard about Jesus healing 

people, so he put his trust and confidence not in what his government could do for him, but in what Jesus could 

do for him.  As a result the Bible says that Jesus was amazed at this man’s great faith. 

     Certainly we value that Jesus is at the center of our faith, but we spend more time living and working in this 

world than we do sitting here on Sunday or reading our Bibles at home.  And sometimes the things of this world 

creep in and affect our lives more than we may realize.  I think of the fear that we read or hear about on the 

news.  Whenever a storm of any kind is coming our way it seems to dominate the news on television and we are 

told that we must prepare because it could be bad.  Or when the latest disease seems to strike, people on the 

news often make it out as though this is going to be an epidemic throughout the world.  Many of you know that 

I do a Bible study with our seniors in the church and I love to hear their stories of what life was like for them 

when they grew up.  One day in the midst of some news about diseases in our country that appeared to be 

scaring parents I told our seniors, “My mother used to cut meat, chop vegetables, and spread mayonnaise on the 



same cutting board with the same knife and I never got food poisoning.  My school ham sandwiches were 

wrapped in wax paper in a brown paper bag, not in ice pack coolers, and I never got e.coli.  And the surface of 

my school playground was asphalt, not mulch, and when someone fell off the monkey bars and got hurt, you got 

a bandage from the school nurse – no antibiotics or call to my parents – and then you went back outside to 

play.” 

     When fear and doubt creep into our thinking from time to time, we need to be like the centurion and keep 

our focus on Jesus.  Jesus told His disciples how people end up ruining their lives by doubt, fear, and worry, so 

in Matthew 6 He said, “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has 

enough trouble of its own.”  When fear and doubt shake us, we need to keep our focus on Christ who takes care 

of all our troubles. 

     The centurion knew the power that he had, but he also knew that his power failed in comparison to the power 

of Jesus.  In verse 8 he said, “For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant , ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  But 

now that his servant is very sick the centurion says, “But say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  He 

trusted in Jesus in a very humble way, because it says when Jesus was not far from the house, the centurion sent 

some friends to Him with a message: “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come 

under my roof.”  Here is a powerful centurion where people would come and tremble in his presence, because 

he had great power and authority to do whatever he wanted; yet he doesn’t consider himself worthy to speak to 

Jesus.  Jesus was amazed and marveled at the great faith of this centurion. 

     It’s interesting to note that there are only 2 places in the Bible where Jesus is amazed at great faith.  This 

story and a story in Matthew 15 about a Canaanite woman who pleaded for her daughter who was possessed by 

a demon.  The reason these are so interesting is because neither person grew up in a Jewish or Christian home; 

they both had backgrounds and circumstances that should have made it difficult for them to have faith in Jesus, 

and yet they both believed.  All around us our world says, “If you trust in Jesus, you are not going to get ahead 

in this world.  But if you trust in yourself, you can succeed.”  While trusting in Jesus may not get us ahead in 

this world, we do know that trusting in Jesus will get us straight into heaven.  It will get us through all of the 

trials, difficulties, sorrows, and disappointments in this life with strength, comfort, and forgiveness.  By the 

way, at the end of this story we are told that when “those who had been sent to Jesus returned to the house, the 

found the servant well.” 

     When a student graduates they usually stand before family, friends, and school officials and are given a 

diploma or certificate, indicating that they have met or exceeded certain standards.  But when we look at God’s 

standard’s for our lives in His Word, we have all failed.  And no matter how hard we try, we’ll never meet 

God’s standards.  We’re not even worthy to stand before Him.  The centurion, in our text, was a leader who 

probably had many accomplishments, but he too realized that he was not worthy to stand before God.  But Jesus 

doesn’t ask any of us to be worthy.  He died on a cross for all of our failures and flaws, and even though we 

don’t deserve anything from Him, instead of rejecting us, He treats us like valedictorians, by showering us with 

blessings and gifts of forgiveness and life.  And in Baptism He gives each one of us an amazing faith to trust in 

Him – humbly, boldly, and confidently.  Henry Roma was given an amazing faith this morning and may we all 

share our amazing faith wherever we go. 

            


