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     One thing that I really enjoy doing in life is having a conversation with people over a meal.  It’s a great way 

to get to know people, to discuss the issues of the day, and to support and encourage one another.  Jesus often 

did this throughout His earthly ministry.  Whenever He was building a relationship with people it was usually 

through conversation at a meal.  That’s one of the many reasons why we offer meals here at our church – to 

build relationships and to encourage one another through conversation.  One of the key ingredients in being a 

good conversationalist is being able to maintain a balance between talking and listening.  I definitely 

experienced this last week as Pastor Tom and I, along with 5 other adults, spent 8 days in New Orleans with 24 

of our high school students at our denomination’s National Youth Gathering.  I had a great time talking with our 

youth, but I learned a lot from them when I simply listened to them.  Listening is an important part of our 

relationship with Jesus.  What we have to say is never quite as important as what our Savior has to tell us in His 

Word.  But our relationship involves conversation, which means there is talking and listening; and the best way 

for us to engage in this conversation with God is through prayer. 

     Prayer is the language of Christians.  Dogs bark, ducks quack, but Christians pray.  And praying with over 

20,000 Lutheran students in the New Orleans Superdome last week was a powerful conversation with God.  In 

our Gospel lesson for today, Jesus teaches us about prayer.  In particular He gives us a model of what to ask for 

in our prayers and He shows us that we can pray to Him boldly, persistently, and with confidence. 

     Our text begins by telling us that “Jesus was praying in a certain place…”  Time and time again throughout 

Jesus’ earthly life and ministry, He would go to a solitary place to pray.  In the midst of His busy life – 

preaching, healing, traveling, and teaching – He was constantly in conversation with His Heavenly Father.  He 

was never too busy to pray, which is often just the opposite of all of us.  When we are busy, prayer is often one 

of the first things we cut short or eliminate all together.  Why is that?  How much time does it take to say, 

“Thank you, Lord,” or “Help me, Lord,” or “Forgive me, Lord.” 

     When Jesus finishes praying, one of the disciples says to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  It makes you 

wonder a little bit what they saw in Jesus, what they saw Him doing that motivated them to want to do the same 

thing.  So Jesus answers their request with a model prayer which we call The Lord’s Prayer.  What’s really 

amazing about this prayer is that Pastor Tom and I did a sermon series on this prayer a few years ago and when 

we went through each line of this prayer we discovered that The Lord’s Prayer effectively handles all of the 

basic problems we’ll ever face in our lives.  Problems such as worry, guilt, confusion, strained relationships, 

temptations, fears, and many others.  In fact, not only is this prayer a wonderful model for praying, it also serves 

as a great pattern for living. 

     That’s one reason why we pray this prayer on a regular basis in our worship services.  But in doing so, one 

of the challenges this leads to is: How often do we just repeat the words of the Lord’s Prayer without even 

thinking about what we are saying?  If I’m having a conversation with you and it appears that I’m not even 

paying attention to what you’re saying or what I’m saying, how would that make you feel?  How do you think it 

makes God feel? 

     After giving His disciples this model prayer, Jesus continues to teach them about prayer with two 

illustrations.  His first story is about a man whose friend comes in the middle of the night to borrow some food.  

The man is tired, the house is locked up, his family is sleeping, so initially he tells his friend, “Don’t bother me, 

go away, I can’t give you anything right now.”  But the friend is persistent and eventually the man gives him 

what he asked for, if for no other reason so that the friend will go away and his family will not be disturbed. 

     In the same way, God wants us to be persistent in our prayers.  He wants us to take everything we want or 

need to Him in prayer.  In verses 9-10 He says, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 

one who knocks it will be opened.”  And that leads Jesus to His second illustration.  He says, “Look, if your 

child asks you for food, you’re certainly not going to give him/her poison.  So how much more then will God, 

your Heavenly Father, who loves you, give you whatever you ask for.”  In other words, God always answers 

prayer.  Sometimes He says, “Yes,” but sometimes He says, “No,” and other times He says, “Wait.”  The 



bottom line is God will always answer prayer, but like any good parent, God is only going to give us what is 

good for us. 

     The point of Jesus’ two illustrations on prayer is that God wants us to ask Him boldly in our prayers for 

whatever we want, because we are His children.  Just think how persistent a child is with their parents when 

they really want something.  They don’t ask just once or twice, they are persistent in their requests until they get 

what they want or until they clearly understand that the answer is “no.”  Be persistent and bold in your prayers. 

     (I close with this story.)  A man’s daughter asked the new pastor of their church to come to her home and 

visit her sick father.  When the pastor arrived, he found the man lying in bed with an empty chair beside his bed.  

The pastor assumed that the elderly gentleman had been informed of his visit and said as he sat down in the 

chair, “Thank you for the chair, I guess you were expecting me.”  The man replied, “No, who are you?”  “I’m 

the new pastor at your church, and when I saw this empty chair, I figured you knew I was coming over for a 

visit so I assumed this was for me.”  “Oh, yeah, the chair,” said the man, “Pastor, would you please close the 

door?”  Somewhat puzzled, the pastor shut the door, and the man said, “I’ve never told anyone this, not even 

my daughter, but all of my life I have never known how to pray.  At church I used to hear the pastor talk about 

prayer, but it always went right over my head.  I give up any attempt at prayer until one day about 4 years ago 

my best friend said to me, ‘Robert, prayer is just a simple matter of having a conversation with Jesus.  Here’s 

what I suggest.  Sit down on a chair, place an empty chair in front of you, and in faith, see Jesus on the chair.  

Then just speak to Him in the same way you’re doing with me right now.” 

     “So,” the man continued, “I tried it and I liked it so much that I do it a couple of hours every day.  I’m 

careful, though, because if my daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she’d probably think I was having a 

nervous breakdown.”  The pastor was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the man to continue to pray in 

that way.  They then had a brief devotion and the pastor returned to the church. 

     Two nights later, the daughter called the pastor to tell him that her father had died.  She said that she had 

gone to the store for some groceries and when she returned home, she discovered her father dead in his 

bedroom.  However, she said, “I noticed something strange about dad when I found him.  Apparently just before 

he died, he leaned over and rested his head on the chair that was beside his bed.  Doesn’t that seem strange?”  

The pastor said, “No, not at all,” and he then proceeded to tell her about her dad’s prayer life. 

     Prayer is a conversation that involves talking and listening.  Let us follow the example Jesus gave us and 

take all of our desires, hopes, and problems to God in prayer.  And let us be good listeners, as well.  Let us sit at 

Jesus’ feet, let us read His Word, and hear His response.  In other words, let us all go out today and this week 

and make it a point to be good conversationalists with God.   

  


