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Standing in a large rectangular room, I held-on tightly to a red, 6 foot long leash. On the other end of 
this leash was our newly adopted 80-lb, overly-affectionate and curious boxer. It was our first day of obedience 
training. Around me were both people and dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes. And it was in this room that it hit 
me: I had very little confidence that I could control our dog! New smells, new people, new dogs to play with – 
the last place our dog wanted to be was bound to the leash that I struggled to hold. He let me know it! 

In the middle of the room stood our obedience trainer who specialized in training dogs for use in police 
forces and in the military. His dog, a German Shephard, was not on a leash nor running wild, but lying at his 
feet nearly motionless. “Our dog is in for a huge shock with this guy”, I thought to myself.  But my smirk soon vanished 
as one of the first things that the trainer said to us was: “Typically, the dog doesn’t need to be trained as much as the owner 
does. It’s the owner that needs to learn how to handle their dog correctly.” At this first obedience class, I thought that the 
dog needed all of the attention – that he needed to be corrected. But the much deeper reality that I would soon 
confront was that it was actually me that needed to be help. 

“My brother needs to be corrected.” This appears to be the thought of the brother in approaching Jesus in 
Luke 12, saying: “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” But there is a much deeper reality that Jesus 
has this man confront: “Man, who made me a judge and arbitrator over you?...Be on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” Jesus is not concerned with the possessions that are 
rightly owed to the brother, but much more, He places a spotlight on the way in which these possessions have 
completely distorted his heart and mind. They’ve driven wedge between brothers; between family. And it’s 
these things that have a consuming hold on this man’s life – the way he acts, speaks and thinks! Why else 
would Jesus respond, “…life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 

It’s this reality that is hard for us to confront along with the brother in Luke 12. There are possessions in 
our lives that are deeply meaningful to us – impacting the way that we, too, acts, speak and think. Our car in 
the parking lot this morning or the vehicle sitting in your garage. The grades on our report card. The size of the 
television in our living room. The money in our pocket. The figure on our pay-check. The stocks and 
investments in our portfolio. The toys in our toy room. The clothes in our closet or jewelry on our dresser. The 
square footage of our home. Countless hours studying and working, countless dollars spent, countless amounts 
of energy invested, and countless actions directed toward them – so much of ourselves have been poured into 
the things that we call our own. And instead of confiding and trusting in Jesus for faithful direction of how we 
can use the things we‘ve been given to His glory and in love for those around us, we can quickly start to sound 
much more like the rich farmer in Jesus’ Parable: as “he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 
crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” The 
foolishness in this does not center on the fact that we own things – as expensive, shiny or nice as they may be – 
but that we are pushed to place so much confidence in what we do have that our heart and mind are distorted 
to the truth that it was God who gave us all that we have in the first place.  

During the first few weeks of dog obedience training, I had very little confidence. It was as if our dog 
went out of his way to ignore me! I needed the direction and guidance of the trainer. I needed to be shown how 
to handle the leash in an effective way – even having him take it from me so that I could see how it was done. I 
need to be taught to use consistency in commands like “Sit” or “Stay”, and learn that the tone of my voice 
influenced the attitude of the dog in different ways. And while not perfect, at the end of 12 weeks I had an 
entirely new level of confidence with handling our dog. 

Where does your confidence rest? It’s a question that the brother in Luke 12 is brought to confront as he 
considers the prominent role that he has allowed possessions to be in his life. But we, too, are brought to 
wrestle with the question as those who desire to faithfully follow Jesus. Where does our confidence rest?  

Yet, herein lays the beauty of our Savior! He has supplied us the answer when we have very little 
confidence of our own; realizing just how bound we have become to the things around us. It is Jesus who did 
not avoid this world or things within it, but in fact was born into it. Jesus never spoke out his hate for the 
world, but demonstrated His love for it and those within it. It was Jesus who returned sight to the blind; who 



made the crippled walk. It was Jesus who turned the heart of a selfish and corrupt tax collector toward a deep 
love for his neighbor. It was Jesus who spoke truth to this brother that there was a massive inconsistency in his 
heart, rather than simply overlook him as just another person without hope. To all of these people, Jesus 
restored the confidence that though it may seem that this life may chew-us-up and spit-us-out, there is security 
in Jesus that cannot be removed – more solid than the concrete under our feet! 
 Today, as we consider this question: “Where does your confidence rest?” remember first what Jesus has done 
for you. Jesus has applied His Name to your life in Baptism. Jesus has washed-clean the lingering selfish 
shadows of your heart and mind with His Forgiveness. Jesus has placed into Your Hands the grace that He 
offers in laying-down of His life at the Cross. Jesus has promised you the presence of His Holy Spirit to support 
your faith at every moment of our life. And Jesus has Promised to stand at your side, a place where our 
possessions or accomplishments cannot speak, when our life comes to an end and we see the face of God. 
 This is our confidence: that when your grades waver, Jesus love for you remains consistent. When you 
lose your favorite toy, Jesus’ grace will always be found among you. When your car breaks down, Jesus’ mercy 
for you remains strong. When your jewelry tarnishes or your clothes become stained, the power of Jesus among 
you remains untarnished and pure. When our wallet or pocketbook is thinner than we’d like, the peace of Jesus 
remains robust and full over you. 
 God finally asks the rich farmer: “This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?” The rich farmer could not answer. His confidence was in the things around him. But we can answer 
this question with great confidence as we boldly respond in faith: “Lord, all that I have is yours – not only my 
possessions, but also my life – A life that Jesus bought. A Life that Jesus saved. A life that Jesus embraced in His Great Love.” 
 Amen 
   

 


