
Title: “What Are You Trying to Hide?” 
Text: Luke 14:1-14 (Esp. v. 2-6) 

 A few days ago, Alan Kreppert sat in his personal airplane as his heart beat rapidly. Surrounding him 
were several police cars with their blinding red and blue lights that pierced the Tuesday evening sky. There 
was nothing Alan could do as officers ignited bright red road flares and placed them near Alan’s airplane. But, 
Alan didn’t really do anything wrong. In fact, he made the best decision possible. Moments earlier, Alan had 
been practicing touch-and-go landings – a maneuver where pilots touch-down on a runway and then take-off 
again without coming to a complete stop. It gives pilots experience in landing an aircraft. Upon one of the take-
off’s, Alan’s plane developed engine problems. He couldn’t fly back to the airport. So he landed his plane on a 
major highway in Suburban St. Louis, Missouri. It didn’t take long before photos were passed-along on the 
internet of Alan’s plane in the middle of the highway. The local news reported the situation so that all of 
Eastern Missouri would know. And worse for Alan, his plane ultimately came to rest under a very bright traffic 
light that lit up his plane as bright as daylight. Some things in life are easier to hide than others . An airplane on 
a highway surrounded by police cars reported by news stations is not one of them! 
 Yet, this very public and embarrassing situation that Alan faced may have been a more desirable 
situation than the man with dropsy faces in Luke 14. Dropsy is a disease that causes certain body parts to swell 
with fluid and become disfigured. Some things in life are easier to hide than others – and this humiliating 
disease is not one of them! Worse than the disease, though, was the cultural stigma attached to it. Dropsy was 
thought to be the direct result of sinful behavior especially sexual wrongdoing. This made him the subject of 
chatter and gossip and anger hour-after-hour, every-day of his life. No wonder Luke doesn’t tell us his name – 
those living near him probably knew him much more by his embarrassing reputation rather than by his name. 

All of this has us ask, “What is he doing at dinner with the Pharisees in the first place?” He is the poster-boy of 
someone who should be avoided. And yet, the Pharisees prop-him-up as a test-case for Jesus – encircling him 
like police officers surrounding an airplane on the highway. They wait and they watch. They watch what Jesus 
will do next. They watch out of vengeful resentment. They watch with a hidden agenda to trap Jesus. But the 
irony in this moment is just how similar the Pharisees and lawyers actually are to the man with dropsy. Both 
have grown very skilled at trying to hide things about themselves. 

Some things in life are easier to hide than others. Alan knows this after what happened with his 
airplane this past week. The man with dropsy knows this. The Pharisees and lawyers know it. You and I know 
it, too. And we’ve grown very skilled at trying to hide things about ourselves among other people and even 
among God. To be sure, we’ve got some people around us fooled – having them think we are someone who 
we’re not! But the detrimental temptation produced by keeping aspects of our life hidden and suppressed from 
God and from those whom we trust is that they very easily spill-out of us in our quickness to project our pain 
upon other people or make assumptions of others and of God that may simply not be true. Our anger towards 
others hides our inability to maturely work together toward healing and forgiveness. Our bullying of others or 
gossip of them hides our loneliness or insecurity of something in our life. Our silent-treatment of those who 
love us or an outburst toward them hides our regrets from days-gone-by. All this, it seems, to try and selfishly 
deal with that which bring us pain. And our priority shifts away from hearing the Word of God as Jesus 
reaffirms His care for us to trying to present ourselves in selfish decency as we cover-up things about us that 
we don’t want Jesus to see!  
 Jesus sees right through the lawyers and Pharisees here in Luke 14. They cannot keep their desires 
hidden from Him. He sees their attempt to trap Him. He sees their despicable motive to use a physically 
burdened man to further their accusation of Jesus and their anger toward Him. Matter-of-factly to those in the 
room Jesus says, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” Jesus is not asking for permission. He is calling out their 
selfish tactics. The silence that results tells us all that we need to hear of the intentions of the Pharisees and 
lawyers. Upon healing the man with dropsy, Jesus makes things personal, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that 
has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” Again, silence. In their attempt to hide their 
discontent with Jesus, they have no response for Him. 
  “What are you trying to hide?” It’s a question that can cause us to be silent, too. But this morning, try not to 
hear this question with me as one of accusation, but a question asked of us by Jesus that drips with 
compassion. “What are you trying to hide?” Jesus asks this question of us not to humiliate us but to heal us. Jesus 



asks this question not to embarrass us, but to further embrace us. It’s a question that we need to hear because 
we can so easily grow comfortable in the dizzying goal of hiding our pain or suppressing our guilt. God knows 
us intimately. He created you. He formed you. He breathed life into you. He’s attached His name to you in 
baptism. He’s breathed our forgiveness over you once again this morning. In a few minutes, he’ll place His grace 
into your hands at this Altar. Nothing that we tell Jesus will surprise Him. Nothing! In fact, the very aspects of 
our life that we are tempted to try and hide from God are precisely the places in our lives that the blood of Jesus 
covers completely and forgives in full! What we’d rather keep hidden from Jesus is exactly what Jesus had in 
mind when He spoke on the Cross with confidence, “Father, forgive them…for they know not what they’re doing.”  
 Jesus doesn’t love us for the person that we want to be. He loves us for the person that He’s made us to 
be! It is you whom Jesus made an heir of His Kingdom. It is He who has molded you;  chosen you to enter this 
community with His Word on Your Heart and hands that we might humble ourselves in serving other people 
as a visual demonstration of the humble ways that Jesus has served us. And it’s you to whom Jesus has provided 
the Holy Spirit to strengthen you as you seek to embrace those who have very little to give in return.  
 Jon and his wife were driving home Tuesday Evening around 9:00pm in suburban St. Louis. They were 
eye-witnesses to Alan’s plane descending onto the highway. They said this, “Honestly, I didn’t know what I was 
looking at at first. You don’t expect it to be a plane.” Sometimes, we find things in places that we least expect them to 
be. And nowhere has this been seen most clearly than at the Cross – the disgraceful location near Jerusalem 
where grace was fully shown through Jesus. And here at the Cross we receive that reaffirmation that hiding the 
love that Jesus holds for you was simply not an option. 
 Amen!  


