
Title: “It’s Still On Us” 
Text: Luke 16:1-15 
 
 I was 17 years old at the time and had intended to get home quickly from a sweltering summer day 
working on a farm. It was about a 35 minute drive. I was hungry and wanted food. I was sore and wanted to 
rest. I didn’t smell too great and wanted a shower. But that would all have to wait as my car idled in the 
driveway of a family I didn’t know. Next to me sat my brother who also worked on the farm. And behind us, sat 
a police car. I got caught. Driving 49 in a 35. And it was embarrassing. As each car passed-by, I could almost 
hear the words of condescension: “He shouldn’t have been speeding.” But even louder in my mind were the responses 
that I weighed-through, that I might give to the question I knew was coming from the officer: “Do you know why I 
pulled you over?” Could my answer to this question reduce the consequences; minimize the damage? No matter 
my response, I had broken the law. I had trampled on the 4th Commandment – God’s desire that we honor the 
authority established around us. I had driven too fast. That was on me!  
 Like an officer who has just seen the number on the radar gun that exceeds the posted limit as I drove 
by, the rich man in the Parable from Luke 16 has just heard the way in which his manger wasted his possessions 
behind-his-back. The words he speaks to the now-caught manager pour-out from his mouth as slowly and 
poignantly as his walk was toward him: “What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for 
you can no longer be manager.” But in this question, the wheels start turning in the manager’s mind as he weighs-
through his options to reduce the consequences; to minimize the damage. He knows he’s been caught. He 
knows his job has been taken away. But he also knows that there are plenty of other wealthy people who owe 
this rich man money. And he knows that if he can get those debtors on his side than maybe they will take him 
in and care for him. And, as we know, money is a very powerful influence among others!  

 “How much do you owe my master?” the manager asks the people who owe money. But the manage has a 
trick-up-his-sleeve. Whatever amount of money the debtors say they owe, the manger will respond with a 
lower amount. Pretty quick-thinking! In fact, it seems as if the rich man didn’t quite expect it either. With a bit 
of sarcasm, the rich man even commends him for his shrewdness; for his earthly wisdom and cunning. Today, 
we’d simply hear the rich man say, “Well played, sir. Well played.” But the rich man never reinstates the manger to 
his job. He doesn’t bring him back, doesn’t promote him, and doesn’t offer him another job. No matter how 
wisely this manager navigated the consequences of his actions, it was his actions that brought consequences in 
the first place. It’s still on him!   

And no matter how we play the system of our broken world: the words we say to try and reduce the 
consequences of our actions or the actions we take to try and minimize the damage of our words – it’s still on 
us! We may successfully talk our way out of a speeding ticket, which I tried and failed, but the fact that we 
broke the law is still on us.  We may have mastered the art of hiding our inability to stay daily grounded in 
God’s Word or covering-up the inexcusable neglect of God’s guidance in our lives, but failing to perfectly love 
God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength is still one us! We may have developed a pretty quick-wit to 
hide the anger we have of others, to lie through our wandering eyes that consume other people as objects and 
see objects that we jealously want, or shield others from seeing just how deeply engrained money is in our lives, 
but failing to perfectly love our neighbor is still on us! The more focused we are on personally minimizing the 
damage of our actions or words among others and trying to justify ourselves before God, the thinner and more 
brittle is our trust of the forgiveness of God that is ours even in the very moment of our mistake. 
 Driving home with a speeding ticket that had may name written on it, all that I could think about is 
this: What would my mistake cost me. A higher monthly insurance payment? Keys taken-away for the 
foreseeable future? Grounded until I was 30 years old? All were on the table. All were possible. All were 
consuming me! And yet it quickly faded when I arrived home and heard my parents promise to walk-through 
the consequences with me and guide me in what was to come. Certainly disappointment, but no ill-will, no 
anger. I didn’t expect that at all. This did not mean that the consequences where erased, but it did mean that I 
had parents to walk with me through them. 
 Jesus speaks about faithfulness in this reading. He says, “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in 
much. One who is dishonest with little is dishonest with much…no servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate one and love 
the other, of he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” No matter how we want to 



look at this passage, Jesus’ diagnosis that we all have a debilitating heart condition begins to arise from it. As 
the Pharisees ridicule Jesus, He sees it in them and says: “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows 
your heart.” It’s a heart condition that Jesus illustrates through the story of the dishonest manager who chooses 
not to fess-up, but to put-up a fight of self-preservation. It’s a heart condition that causes you and me to run 
toward the desire of reducing the consequences or minimize the damage of our conduct when we face it. 
 But the one who is faithful with little is faithful with much. And this Person occupies a place in the history of 
the world that would wreck us. His name is Jesus – the One whose life was defined by perfectly serving One 
Master: God. And the beauty of Jesus is that transformation of our hearts is his specialty! Here, Jesus operates 
with love that has no conditions attached. Our faults are on us. The hurts we caused, that’s on us, too! The lies 
we’ve told that’s on us. And in the all-availing love that Jesus gives, the very things that are on us and taken 
upon Him! He whose heart was strong and pure, yet whose body was weak and frail as He marched to deal 
with our sin. And with each strike of the nail into His hands echoes the reminder that the very things that pain 
you and weigh on you have been dealt with fully before God. This is grace. This is love. This is Your Savior.  
 It’s this forgiveness that frees us toward seeing more clearly the responsibility that we have among 
others – and the joy that it is to flee from our temptation to deal with our sin on our own and find ourselves in 
the grip of Jesus! Here, the promise that we can make to people we know who hurt, those we know are broken, 
and those we know are strained is to walk with them just has Jesus does for us – walking with them through 
the brokenness of this life - confident in Jesus who has received us with deep joy. 
 Because here in Jesus, we can be assured that when it comes to His actions for us and the grace poured 
out over us constantly – even when brokenness makes itself known in our lives - that Grace? It’ still on us, too!  
 Amen!  


