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     The soldier you see here walks 21 steps.  On the 21st step he turns and faces the tomb he is guarding.  He 

does this for 21 seconds and then turns to head back the other direction.  He moves his rifle to his outside 

shoulder away from the tomb and after 21 seconds he again walks 21 steps, and he repeats this process again 

and again. 

     Since 1937 soldiers have stood guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  It is an honor to serve as a 

guard, but the duty is not for everyone.  The majority of soldiers who apply for the guard duty are turned down.  

Each soldier much have a strong military bearing, discipline, and stamina.  They cannot have any military or 

civilian convictions for violating the law, and their height must be between 5’11” and 6’4”.  The soldiers who 

serve in this capacity make personal sacrifices, and after 9 months they are given a special badge to wear on 

their uniforms that acknowledges their service at the Tomb of the Unknowns.  However, if they ever fail in their 

duty or bring shame to their duty by their personal conduct, they can be stripped of the badge they wear and the 

honor that goes with it. 

     As we gather today to celebrate our 15th anniversary as a congregation in this community, I believe we can 

find a few parallels between our lives as Christians and the lives of the soldiers who guard the Tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier.  It is a great honor to serve our Savior, Jesus, and to live our lives for Him.  We demonstrate 

this by gathering here in this place every week on a day that we are off from work.  In other words, instead of 

relaxing at home, all of you have chosen to come here.  Many of you have even inconvenienced yourself by 

getting up early to be here.  But we gather here to sing about and to talk about a man named Jesus, who none of 

us have ever met.  And while we are here we pray to Him, even though some or maybe many of your prayers 

are not answered in the way you’d like.  And then later in the service you will make a sacrifice to God in the 

form of an offering.  You put money into an offering plate and you never see it again.  Even though that money 

could have been used for your retirement or to remodel your kitchen, you choose to give it to God so that others 

may be blessed.  Have you ever considered how your offerings are used here in this place, in our community, in 

our country, and throughout our world?  I would like you to watch a short video that I think gives us a glimpse 

of our how offerings have been used over the past 15.  (Show Video)  To our outside world our behavior of 

coming here, singing, praying, and giving offerings may seem very strange, but for all of us as Christians we 

know that we have been called to a sacred duty.  Jesus has some high expectations of us, and if we fail to live up 

to what He asks of us we bring shame to His Name. 

     The guards at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier have very detailed instructions about what they are to do.  

Every movement they make is covered by an army regulation.  God’s Word not only gives us instructions on 

how we are to live our lives worthy of the Lord, but it also gives us the strength to live that life, and the 

motivation to do so by reminding us of the underserved love that God has given to us.  In verses 9-10 of our 

second lesson from Colossians we are given a plan and a pattern for our life as a Christian.  It says living a life 

worthy of the Lord means following God’s will for our lives and applying our faith in various situations; and for 

15 years we have sought to do that as a congregation by loving God above all things and loving others (inside 

and outside the church) as we love ourselves.  We even heard from people in our community who came here 

over the past 4 weeks to thank us for putting our faith into action by caring for our children in our schools, 

supporting our police officers on the roads, and standing up for life at all stages.  But our service is far from 

over. 

     The soldiers who guard the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier spend a tremendous amount of time preparing for 

their duty.  Their uniform must be meticulously prepared and they practice their movements every day, over and 

over again.  What kind of preparation do we put into our life of service to God?  Do we spend time day after 

day in God’s Word or in prayer, so that we are prepared and strengthened to share our faith and to help others 

grow in their faith?  Are we prepared for people to criticize the way we live our lives when we choose worship 

over being outside on a sunny day or giving our money to a God we cannot see instead of using it for ourselves? 

     A logical question someone might ask of the soldiers at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is why they do it.  

Why go through such rigorous training?  What motivates them to do their duty in snowstorms, rainstorms, the 

heat of summer, and the cold of winter?  I imagine that for some it is the challenge of doing something few 



people are able to do that draws them to do it.  For others it may be the honor, pride, and tradition that go with 

being a guard at such a sacred memorial or a love for their country and appreciation for those who died in 

service to our country. 

     So what motivates you and me to live our lives worthy of the Lord?  Why face the challenges of being a 

follower of Jesus?  Why choose the narrow and difficult path of obedience over the wide and easy path of sin?  

Paul tells us in the last two verses of our second lesson: “For God has delivered us from the domain of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  

When we realize that it was God’s undeserved love that brought us out of Satan’s prisoner of war camp into the 

Lord’s royal army we will be filled with the desire to live our lives for God.  When we remember that Jesus 

threw himself on the hand grenade of our sins and let them take his life instead of ours, we will want to honor 

Him for the honor He has given to us in keeping us in a right standing with God. 

     For the past 79 years the Tomb guards have worked hard, they take their duty very seriously, and they have 

never failed in their responsibility.  My prayer is that we will take our duty in Sharing God’s Word and Living 

His Love just as seriously.  For 15 years I know many people in this church have worked hard and they have 

made sacrifices to insure that the Gospel message of forgiveness and life with Jesus is heard and seen by people 

inside and outside of our church.  And for 15 years God had blessed those efforts by bringing all of you and 

many others to this church that started with 180 people 15 years ago and now has a membership of over 700. 

     Throughout this month, we have talked about our church as a garden that has been growing for 15 years with 

squash, turnips, peas, and lettuce, but all of this growth begins with the seeds of faith that we share with others.  

And in order for those seeds to grow in people we have to build relationships with each other that are saturated 

with love; and that requires work and patience.  So as a reminder of that work that we do here in this Holy Cross 

garden, every family will be given a small planter as you leave today.  In that planter you will find seeds (Basil 

and Marigolds) and soil, but in order for those seeds to grow they require work, and care, and love – just like us.  

We are here today because God used people to work on us so that we could grow to be the people He wants us 

to be, in order to bring hope to our world.  Look what God has done over the past 15 years, and just imagine 

what more He will do through us over the next 15 years as He prepares us for works of service so that the body 

of Christ may be built up.     


