
Title: “When Darkness Flees” 
Text: Romans 13:8-14  

 After making his way to the doorstep and knocking on the door, Jim stood face to face with Patty and 
her 85-year-old husband Stan. Jim’s mechanic shirt said, “Illini Repossessing Company” and he had just informed 
Patty and Stan that their 1998 Buick would be towed-away. At their age, medical costs sharply increased. 
Groceries were not getting any cheaper. And the utility companies always came for their bill. Things began 
financially changing and all of this became such a burden to them that their car payment began to slip. Not 
excuse would appease the bank as the future weeks looked pretty dim at best. They couldn’t do anything more. 
And it all culminated in this interaction – an interaction with Jim that Patty and Stanford could no longer 
avoid. 
 Paul makes his way to the doorstep of Rome and knocks on the door of the Christians living there with 
a letter – a small portion heard in our Epistle lesson from Romans 13. There is thick tension present among the 
Christian community, and an interaction must take place that can no longer be avoided. Following Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven and the sending of the Spirit upon the Church at Pentecost, things were subtly changing. 
Groups formed. Stereotypes solidified. Some Christians judged other Christians as wise and others as foolish; 
some seen as civilized and others as ignorant. And these superficial judgments became the basis that some 
Christians used to determine who to love, and who to avoid; who to care for and who to steer-clear-of. It was 
the sad state of human pride darkening God’s far-reaching mercy upon the people in Rome. But for Paul to 
simply scold them in their wrongdoing and leave them in their guilt would overlook whom God made them to 
be and the privilege of being a grace-clothed Christian in the world. Paul writes: “The night is far gone; the day is at 
hand. So then, let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of Light.”  
 It’s these words that are given to the Roman Christians and to us, too. Today, on this First Sunday in 
Advent as we begin this journey toward Christmas, an interaction is taken-up with us by God’s Word that we 
can no longer be avoid. Similarities exist between our world today and the world of the Roman Christians in 
our Epistle reading. Groups continue to form in our minds and in our world based upon popularity, income, 
success, and political thoughts. Stereotypes of others around us can quickly become solidified based upon 
grade-point-average, appearance, behavior, relationships, life-choices different than our own and so many other 
factors. And these positions are deeply tempting for us to hold, because we can see them as a way for us to 
evaluate how well we’re doing as Christians; how good we are in comparison to other people. But they can also 
easily become the basis upon which we learn who to love and who to avoid; who to care for and who to steer-
clear-of. It happens in our schools, in our places of work, in our neighborhood, and even in churches - the very 
places that sin desires to darken God’s far-reaching mercy upon the people who gather there.  
  Jim Ford was caught in the middle. Patty and Stan couldn’t make their car payment. The Bank wanted 
their money. And so they placed their car-keys into Jim’s hand as their 1998 Buick was soon being towed-away. 
But Jim had other plans. What could have been just another family who failed to make their car payments 
became Jim’s opportunity to love them deeply. He took their debt upon himself, asking some friends to help as 
they took-up a small collection of money. They created a website for donations, and in less than 24-hours, Jim 
raised enough money to pay-off Stan and Patty car completely, give the car a tune-up and provided them with 
money to help pay for medical and food expenses. Jim’s first interaction with Patty and Stan brought a level of 
darkness in the news that their car would be towed-away. But this second interaction with Patty and Stan, as 
the car was returned newer than before it was taken, was the moment when darkness fled!  

Until the day Jesus returns when darkness fully flees, Paul knows that these Roman Christians will 
constantly battle sin as it tries to burrow-itself in them toward selfish stereotypes of others that curb the love 
and compassion that Jesus calls them to show everyone. But, Paul says, “The night is far gone; the day is at hand.” The 
prideful tension that this Roman Christian Church is under makes things look dim at best. Yet, like Jim did 
with Patty and Stan, God has made other plans! He took their debt upon Himself – dusting them off and 
cleaning them-up in His forgiveness - returning them to their community newer and cleaner than ever before, 
giving them a full tune-up through His unquenchable love!  

And this is who God has made you to be! You are the one upon whom His love shines brightly! We 
heard it again: “You are forgiven in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit” not simply as a one-time event, but a 
certainty of Jesus’ forgiveness that we live within daily. This is who we are now –the very people who Jesus had 



in His heart when He stood on the doorstep of darkness and stared at death face-to-face. The burden of our 
divided world pressed-upon Him. Our temptation of holding unfaithful stereotypes among others were his 
shackles. Constantly becoming mixed-up in the darkness that would deprive our honor of God and our love of 
others became the very aspects of this death that Jesus died for us – your sins and mine – to bury them fully so 
that we might have life in abundance in His Name – you and me. When the Cross stood empty, and the Third 
Day arrived - the stone cracking-free from the seal at the Tomb was the moment when darkness vanished in 
fear and trembling. “The Night is far gone; that day is at hand.” 

And in this grace-clothed life, Jesus sends us! Sent not simply to avoid evil, but initiate good! Sent not to 
tell others how we get life right, but to engage people in the grace of Jesus who are burdened under the guilt of 
what they’ve done wrong. “Love does no wrong,” Paul says, “…therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” Wearing proudly 
this gift of grace, God uses our words and actions to shatter the persistent darkness in this world with the light 
of His love. We are the very people who wear the “armor of light” as we befriend those easily avoided, love those 
easily overlooked, and humbly embrace those easily forgotten. Our love patterns Jesus – the One who had the 
boldness of heart to approach each of us in our own darkness, speaking the light of His love into our life 
without condition. 

“The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then, let us cast off the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light.” As 
we begin this Advent Season and prepare our hearts and lives for this journey to Christmas, we wait. We wait 
for Christmas morning to celebrate the Promise that God kept to send His Son for us. We wait for the day 
when Jesus will fulfill the Promise that He will come again. But as we wait, we are those who wear forgiveness 
upon our very lives – clothed again today by the Words of Jesus’ grace spoken-over you; Words of Jesus so 
powerful that darkness can do nothing more but flee!    

Amen!  
  


