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     Several years ago a friend of mine worked as the manager of a restaurant that had a huge salad bar.  One day 

one of the servers came out of the kitchen with a 5-gallon bucket of Ranch dressing that was needed to fill up 

the dressing containers at the salad bar.  But when she was approaching the salad bar she slipped and spilled the 

5-gallon container of Ranch dressing all over a man who was getting some salad.  The guy was just covered in 

Ranch dressing.  It was all over his suit coat, his pants, his tie, and his shoes.  Now, imagine if you were 

covered with Ranch dressing in that situation, what would you do?  How would you respond? 

     Sadly, this man got very upset.  He started calling the server all kinds of horrible names, berating her up and 

down in front of everyone there and shouting, “This suit is brand new and it cost me $350, but now it is 

completely ruined.”  As she tried to clean off the suit, apologizing for her mistake, the man said, “Get away 

from me, you’ve caused enough damage, I want to see the manager.”  So my friend came out of his office, 

introduced himself to the man, and offered to pay for the suit to be cleaned and to give him a free meal that day 

or in the future.  However, that didn’t satisfy the man as he kept going on and on about the suit being new and 

costing $350 and how it was ruined.  He demanded that the restaurant pay him $350 for the suit.  My friend 

took him to the back office, contacted the owner, and eventually wrote him a check for $350. 

     Now, here is what’s interesting about this story.  This incident happened on a Sunday afternoon at 12:30pm.  

Why would a man be in a restaurant in a suit on Sunday afternoon at 12:30?  Oh, I don’t know, but I would 

guess that he probably just came from hearing a great sermon at his church about loving your neighbor as 

yourself or turning the other cheek.  And that’s sad, because God not only wants us to share His Word and live 

His love with others inside the church, but also outside the church, as well.  We are called to be His witnesses in 

restaurants, at the ball field, at work, in the classroom, at the mall, and to serve others wherever we go. 

     In our Old Testament lesson for today the prophet Micah was charged by God with confronting a rather 

arrogant group of people in Israel who also had apparently forgotten about serving as God’s witnesses and 

loving your neighbor as yourself.  What’s sad is that not only did these people fail to see how far they had fallen 

away from God through their sin and selfishness, they still believed that God owed them something.  Even 

though they had plenty of failures, they thought they could bargain with God by bribing Him to overlook some 

of their failings. 

     The setting in this text is like a courtroom and God begins as the lead prosecuting attorney with some 

important questions spoken through Micah in Verse 3 saying, “O my people, what have I done to you?  Have I 

wearied you?  Answer me.”  Or in other words, what God is asking here is: “Why would you turn away from 

me?  Can you mention even one instance where I was not faithful, loving, and fair with you?”  This was a case 

of God’s faithfulness verses His people’s unfaithfulness, and the people of Israel did not have an answer.  So, 

God continued by presenting evidence of His faithfulness in Verses 4&5 saying, “I brought you out of slavery 

in Egypt, I gave you leaders – Moses, Aaron, and Miriam – as you wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  I 

protected you and led you into the land of Israel that I promised to you.  I did all this so that you may know the 

saving acts of the Lord.”  And at this point God rested His case. 

     But the people of Israel didn’t seem to get it.  As the defendants in God’s courtroom the Israelites don’t even 

try to make a defense of their actions.  They knew they had been unfaithful, they knew they had failed to love 

their neighbors as themselves, they knew they had turned away from God, but instead of asking for mercy and 

forgiveness, the Israelites asked God what they had to do to get back into His good graces.  In Verse 6 they ask, 

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?”  What they are really asking is: 

“So, what do you want God?  What will it take to make things right?”  So they make some suggestions in Verse 

7, “Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the Lord be pleased with 

thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit 

of my body for the sin of my soul?”  In other words, “Would that satisfy you, God?  Would that be enough to 

get you to drop this whole case?” 

     To such arrogant, outrageous words, God’s response is simple and restrained.  With tremendous patience and 

love, God’s message in Verse 8 is that there is nothing they can do to restore the relationship.  God, out of His 

love will forgive them and in response to His love He says, “There’s only 3 things I want you to do.  I want you 



to Act Justly, Love Kindness, and Walk Humbly with your God.”  That’s it.  Make every facet of your lives, 

every institution in your communities, every encounter you have with others, be defined by acting justly, loving 

kindness, and walking humbly with your God.    

     Well, suddenly it becomes clear just how far the people of Israel, and how far we, have fallen from the will 

of God.  Suddenly it’s clear how much easier it would be to produce those thousands of rams or ten thousand 

rivers of oil; than to transform our lives into genuine expressions of justice, love, and humility.  These 3 things 

that Micah mentions are the qualities that God expects of His own people.  And just as Micah spoke to the 

community of Israel at that time, he speaks just as directly today to all of us in this community known as Holy 

Cross Lutheran Church. 

     So what does God want from us?  In one sense the answer is, “nothing.”  The church claims to live in a 

relationship with God through the gift of Jesus, meaning through Jesus’ perfect life and death on the cross, God 

has done everything for us to create a right relationship with Him.  Therefore, He simply asks that in response to 

His goodness and love that we worship Him and keep Him – and not the things of this world – first in our lives; 

and that we invest our time, our abilities, and our money into people – in the opportunities He provides for us to 

show kindness and love to each other inside and outside the church.  But a church that is turned inward, looking 

only upon itself and obsessed with marks of success and materialism, rather than with holiness and wisdom, 

justice and love, and humility and grace, is a church that has lost its way. 

     We are going through a process right now known as “Building To Serve,” because we believe that God is 

calling us to expand our facility so that it can be used to grow our current ministries, create new ministries, and 

reach more people with the love of Jesus – especially for those who do not know Jesus as their Savior.  We have 

a brochure we have created, activities we have planned, letters that have gone out to everyone, inserts in the 

bulletin each week, a special presentation we will doing right here between services next Sunday; and I know 

many of us are getting excited.    But if the building and the budget and the programming ever becomes our 

main focus, ahead of God and caring for people, then we will have lost our way. 

     The loving, forgiving grace of God is costly, because it demands our whole allegiance, our whole selves; but 

sometimes people think this means we need to make sacrifices or give a lot of money or have near perfect 

attendance at church in order to earn God’s love and grace.  But that is not the case at all.  There is nothing we 

can do that will get us into the arms of God or earn good health or convince God to do something for a loved 

one.  And that’s hard for people to accept or understand at times, especially since we live in a world that values 

hard work and says nothing is free.  Plus, God would never ask anyone to sacrifice their firstborn child or to do 

some good deeds, no matter how sincere, in order to earn His forgiveness, as the Israelites suggested.  When 

God says that He want us to act justly, love kindness, and walk humbly with Him, He means that He wants us to 

live our lives in a relationship with Him and to take advantage of the opportunities for others to see His love and 

presence within us.  God has blessed each one of us in many ways, so the question we need to ask ourselves as 

we leave today is are we doing what God wants and expects of us each day so that others may know Him as we 

know Him?   

      


