Dear Holy Cross Family and Friends:
God blesses each of us with gifts, talents, abilities, and resources. At times these
gifts may not seem like a lot, but when we put them to work for the kingdom of
God, it is truly amazing what God can do. We have definitely learned this in many
ways over the past 15 years. In fact, 10 years ago 90 families came together and
pledged over $300,000 towards the building of the first Lutheran Church and the
only licensed, 5-star, Christian Child Development Center in Johnston County. As
a result, a 20,000 sq. ft. facility was built, the church grew, and our child development center quickly
filled to capacity.
Building upon the blessings of the past 15 years, I believe it’s now time to take a bold, new step in
reaching out again to serve our community. Holy Cross has grown to over 250 families, representing
over 750 members, and quite often we find ourselves pressing the limits of our facility. The
congregation voted last fall to begin a capital campaign in order to raise the funds to expand our
facility.
Therefore, on Sunday, March 19, we will offer our responses to the “Building To Serve” campaign as
we seek to grow our current ministries and begin new ministries in a larger facility. I am very excited
about having dedicated classrooms for our children to grow in their faith, a large fellowship hall for
congregational gatherings and community activities, and more rooms for Open Arms so we can
reach more children and families with the Gospel of Jesus.
Now is the time for you and me to prayerfully reflect on the sacrificial and generous financial gifts
that will be required to expand our facility in order to serve more people with the love of Jesus. I
invite you to join with me in considering a gift level that inspires and motivates every member of
Holy Cross to embrace the mission challenge which God has placed before us. My prayer is that our
gifts will be multiplied beyond expectation, imagination, and comprehension as we seek to raise
$1,000,000 in order to expand our building to better serve our community.
In God’s Service, Together
Pastor Bill

“Dear Heavenly Father, I know you have led me to my church family at Holy Cross for a reason, at

this time when there is an exciting opportunity to help grow your kingdom. I know that you have
a plan and I am a part of it. I pray that you will help me to see what you want me to do and to
have the strength to do it. I also pray that you will help every member of my church family to do
the same. Amen.”

Holy Cross Lutheran Church was formed in March of
2001 in Clayton, NC. Located in the heart of Johnston
County, the church originally met in the Interskate Skating
Rink on the western edge of town. The church was
chartered in October of 2001 with 180 members and was
the first Lutheran Church in the county.
Holy Cross purchased 5.5 acres of land in June of 2003
and embarked on the “Arise & Build” Capital Campaign
in 2004 which raised over $300,000 in just three years.
Construction on the current 20,000 sq. ft. facility started
in 2005. The facility features a large sanctuary, narthex,
library, meeting rooms for children and adults, and church
offices. The facility also features Open Arms; the only five
star, licensed Christian Child Development Center in the
county. This facility opened its doors in August of 2006
and services Clayton and the surrounding area.
The church celebrated its 10th anniversary of ministry in
October of 2011 and in 2012 purchased 5.5 acres of
additional land directly adjacent to the current property.
In 2016 the church celebrated its 15th anniversary of
ministry and formed a Capital Campaign program for
“Building to Serve” to continue to grow and provide
additional services to the surrounding community.
From its humble beginning of 180 members, the church
continues to thrive and now has over 750 members. The
church continues to expand Wednesday Night Ministries,
Confirmation Classes, Vacation Bible School, Hurricane
and Earthquake Relief, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Backpack
Buddies, Small Groups, and the National Youth
Gathering.













13,000 sq. ft. facility connected to current facility. Estimated cost is $1.4 Million.
Fellowship Hall – Multipurpose Room
Capable of hosting 264 people sitting in chairs for lectures or Bible Study. Or:
Capable of holding 40 dining tables for approximately 240 people for dinners, weddings,
funerals, showers and other events.
Kitchen – for catering and serving food. The kitchen will also be equipped with a serving area.
Youth Room for youth ministry.
Five classrooms dedicated for use for Sunday school, Family Night, and other weekly meetings.
Three Open Arms’ Classrooms for 3 and 4 year old Preschool and before and after school care.
One adult classroom and small administrative office.
The facility will also feature restrooms and additional storage space for tables and chairs.
100 additional parking spaces will also be added to help meet future parking needs and replace
approximately 36 spaces eliminated as a result of building the new facility.

EXISTING PARKING

NEW PARKING

Our Current Building

The New Building

*Drawing is enlarged for
clarity.

Our Goal: $1,000,000
This three-year campaign will include contributions over and above what is currently being given
in order to secure the finances required to meet our goals.
Please carefully study these Giving Guides. Place yourself within the scale of gifts, then pray and
reflect on how much you will grow from responding to God’s many blessings. Discuss this sacrificial
giving proposal with your whole family. This would be a great teaching opportunity for parents who
want to teach their children about what to save, what to spend and what to give.
If you are unsure of your ability to give, please review our “Creative Ways to Give” in this booklet.
There are many wonderful ideas to help you find additional money to help with this worthwhile
ministry. We’re inviting you to lift your sights and stretch your vision.
Number of Gifts
Needed
Impact Gifts
1
1
1
3
4
Pacesetter Gifts
3
4
5
6
8
Celebration Gifts
8
10
12
15
15
20
many

Per Week Per Month 3 Year Total
$641
$481
$321
$192
$160

$2,778
$2,083
$1,389
$833
$694

$100,000
$75,000
$50,000
$30,000
$25,000

$128
$96
$77
$64
$58

$556
$417
$333
$278
$250

$20,000
$15,000
$12,000
$10,000
$9,000

$50
$40
$30
$20
$15
$10
Up to $10

$217
$173
$130
$87
$65
$43

$7,800
$6,240
$4,680
$3,120
$2,340
$1,560

Let Your Giving Be With
Joy & Celebration
Children's Giving Guide
Per
Week

Per
Month

3 Year Total

$0.25
$0.50
$1.00
$2.00
$3.00
$4.00
$5.00

$1.08
$2.17
$4.33
$8.67
$13.00
$17.33
$21.67

$39.00
$78.00
$156.00
$312.00
$468.00
$624.00
$780.00

“… and God is able to provide you
with every blessing in abundance so
that you may always have enough of
every thing and may provide in
abundance for every good work.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:8

Prayerfully consider what you can and will give as a faith filled response to God’s
grace as a part of your personal growth.

Here are some fun ideas for those who want to give more, but just can’t figure out how. It is
food for thought that others have used and designed to get you thinking “outside the box.”

Family Dinner Nights
Come to Wednesday Family Night or make dinner at
home a couple of nights a week instead of going out
for a costly dinner at a restaurant. Getting the kids
involved in the meal preparations is a good chance for
you to teach the kids cooking skills and the value of
eating in instead of paying high prices at restaurants.
Also, it’s a good chance to practice praying as a family
for all the blessings you have and how you can help
serve one another in your community.

Night Out with Friends
Thinking of going out on the town with friends? One way to
save would be to host a theme dinner at your home. Have
everyone bring a dish that goes with the theme, like Mexican or
Italian, and play board games. Everyone will save and have
more fun than waiting in line for a table at a restaurant and
feeling rushed to get out so they can turn the table over to
another party. Share your commitment and love of your Holy
Cross family and let them know how you plan to give your
night of savings to the “Building to Serve” campaign fund.

Daily Coffee Fix
Do you usually stop at Starbucks every day for that specialty drink? Try making a cup at home
before you leave. You might be surprised at how good it is and how little effort it took to save some
money to give to the “Building To Serve” campaign.

Birthday or Anniversary Gifts
Let your family and friends know that a great gift
would be if they could give a donation to the
“Building to Service” fund at Holy Cross. Let them
know how much your church means to you and
invite them to come to church, Sunday School or
Family Night with you to share with them your faith
and love of your church family.

Borrow From Yourself
It is a common practice to borrow against the equity in your home for
something special like a fancy vacation, swimming pool, car or some
other projects around the house. Instead of borrowing that money and
having to repay the bank, why not leave the equity in your home, write a
check to the building fund each month as if it was your payment, and be
a part of something wonderful. You’ll be furthering the ministry of Holy
Cross and providing for future generations.

Vacation
Maybe you’ve been planning and saving for that special vacation abroad. What could be more
rewarding than going on a less expensive vacation and giving the money you save to the building
fund? A relatively small sacrifice today will help fund the future of the church ministry for years to
come.

Other Ideas


Planning on retiring at 62? Gordy worked three
additional years so he was able to give $300 a month to
the campaign. Working these extra years provided him
additional retirement income as his pension and Social
Security Benefits continued to grow.



Mary Ann packed a lunch for 3 years and gave the
savings to the campaign.



Bea gave $25 a month and all of the change in her family’s change jar every month. What looked
like a little change grew over time and helped support her church’s ministry.



Kevin paid off his car and his payment was $174 per month. He continued to take that money
every month and give it to the church’s building campaign for three years. He had gotten used to
that amount coming out of his account each month and said he didn’t miss it in his monthly
budget.
Sharon had some old furniture just sitting in the garage
collecting dust. It had long been replaced by new furniture but
was too good to be discarded. She cleaned it up and posted it
on EBay, Craig’s List and her local Buy Sell Trade Sites, the
money she made she gave to her church’s building fund. The
“antiques” were just taking up space in her garage but became
a quick way to provide cash for the church’s ministry.


Brian and his family gave up soda and adult beverages when
they went out to eat for three years. The money they saved
went back to the church for their building fund.


Ron and his family recently inherited some money from Ron’s Aunt
who had passed away. They were happy to get that windfall and took a
portion of it right off the top and gave it with a joyful heart to their
church.


Sue decided to save a little money each week as she grocery shopped by
buying the store brand versus the name brand products. She saved
approximately $40.00 per month and gave that to her church’s building
fund.




John used to race Honda motorcycles in the 70’s. The shelves in his garage were lined with extra
motorcycle parts that he had replaced with high performance racing parts over the years. He
posted them on Craig’s list and EBay and was amazed how quickly these parts sold. He took all
the profits from the parts and gave it to his church’s building fund.



Gloria used the “Savings Catcher App” on her phone to save
money on her weekly grocery shopping. She took the weekly
savings and donated it to her church’s building campaign.

Note: Be sure to add all your donations to your financial
records as your commitment to the “Building To Serve”
campaign is tax deductible.
Reading these ideas was an exercise in creative thinking. Now it is up to each of us to think about
our own situation and where we can get that little extra we want to give to continue to grow the Holy
Cross ministry. Whatever ways you choose involve the entire family. Be sure everyone understands
they are sacrificing in order to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.
While it is very tempting to think that this whole campaign is all about money, planning and
building materials, that is not the primary focus. If it were, God’s Word makes it clear that we
would not be very successful with this campaign. The primary focus in the “Building To Serve”
campaign is about faith, and raising our faith begins with prayer. Time and time again we see
examples of people in Scripture who made excellent plans and preparations, but they failed to reach
their goals because they forgot to pray.

What are we planning to build?
We are looking to build a 13,000 sq. ft. addition to our facility
that will have additional classrooms, a fellowship hall, and
more parking.

Why is it needed?
We have been doing very effective outreach ministry in our
facility over the past 10 years, but as the community and the
church have grown we are struggling for adequate space to continue growing our ministries. In fact,
we may miss opportunities to reach more people with the gospel if we do not expand our building
and parking. Expanding our facility will allow our ministry to grow and reach even more people
with the love of Jesus.

What are our financial goals?
Working with Capital Funding Services of the Lutheran Church Extension Fund, we analyzed our
membership and financial statistics and set a goal of raising $1 million over three years. The
estimated cost of this project is $1.4 million.

How long will “Building To Serve” continue?
This commitment is for three years and is over and above your regular
giving to the congregation. Some people may want to give a one-time gift
up-front, while others will contribute weekly or monthly.

How does my response to “Building To Serve” affect my
support to current expenses?
Your “Building To Serve” response is a new commitment over and above
your current giving, so it will not affect your support of current expenses.
All money received from your commitment will be directly applied to
expand the ministry of Holy Cross through our new building project.

How will I be contacted for my response?
Information about the campaign, including a commitment card, will be distributed to you. In
particular, on Commitment Sunday, March 19, everyone will
be asked to bring their commitment card with them to
worship to be placed in a box. If you cannot attend worship
that day or if you still have some questions, a member of the
“Building To Serve” team will contact you the following week
to provide assistance.

How much should I give?
This is an individual decision, but here are some guidelines for your consideration:
 Be informed by reading all the literature sent or delivered to you during the campaign.
 Reflect on the many blessings given to you by a generous God and give out of joy and
gratitude.
 Ask God for guidance, pray and meditate over a period of time, be courageous and open
to the Holy Spirit.
 Examine your spending priorities and pray that God will help you to see how He wants
you to use the many gifts he has given you.
 Help Holy Cross continue to grow its ministry so that others may know Jesus.

What if I want to give more, but I just can’t afford it?
That’s OK, your giving is between you and God. Be creative, think
outside the box, and read through the “Creative Ways To Give”
section of this booklet. Remember 2 Corinthians 8:7 that says, “But
just as you can excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in complete earnestness, and in your love for us, see that you also excel
in this grace of giving.”

May I give stocks, insurance, or other gifts in addition to cash?
Yes, giving stocks, property, jewelry, cars, or other appreciated assets as a charitable donation is
beneficial to both you and the Church. Please contact the church office for more information.

What if I move out of the area before the end of the
three-year commitment or if my financial situation
changes?
We realize that circumstances may change over the three-year
commitment period. Your three-year commitment is between you
and God and we would only ask that if you are facing a change in
your life that you would prayerfully consider all your options.

Capital Campaign Comparisons
Name
Duration
Years
Amount
Members
Families
Average Worship Attendance
Annual Offering

2004
Arise & Build
3 Years
2004 thru 2007
$300,000
300
90
150 / Sunday
$150,000

2017
Building To Serve
3 Years
2017 thru 2020
$1 000,000
750
250
340 / Sunday
$500,000

