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    Whenever we go to the movies, once we have gotten our refreshments, found a seat, and settled in, one of the 

first things that appears on the screen is not the movie we came to see.  It is a preview of coming attractions; a 

brief glimpse of the highlights of a film opening soon in a theater near you.  The movie makers and theater 

owners hope that the preview will pique your interest enough to make you want to come back and see the whole 

film once it is released. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today, Peter, James, and John, the inner circle of Jesus disciples, were given a 

preview of coming attractions while on top of a mountain with Jesus.  And today, on this Transfiguration 

Sunday, so too, are we.  For just a moment, in our text, we get a dazzling preview of Jesus shining in His divine 

glory, like the sun.  In other words, we actually get a sneak peek today of Easter – the triumphant climax of the 

epic love story between God and humankind. 

     But like the preview in the movie theater, Easter is not the film that is showing today.  It hasn’t opened yet; it 

can’t be seen in its entirety just yet.  Only a glimpse is given to us to arouse our interest and curiosity so that 

will come back to learn more. 

     Peter, in our text, doesn’t think that’s fair.  After all, this is the big picture he’s been waiting to see.  Over the 

past 2 or 3 years of following Jesus, he’s seen Jesus perform miracles; he has listened to His teachings; he 

confessed Jesus to be the Christ, the son of the living God; and in his mind, he is not going to let Jesus be 

arrested and put to death.  So, as Peter is gathered there on the top of a mountain with Jesus, James, and John, 

he sees Jesus change and become transformed – with His face and His clothes shining brighter than the sun, and 

then he sees Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus.  I would guess at this moment Peter probably thought, “Wow!  

This is it!  This is what I had hoped for ever since I left my fishing nets and started following Jesus.”  Now the 

Bible doesn’t say this, but I say this based on Peter’s reaction.  Upon seeing this take place, Peter says in Verse 

4, “Lord, it is good that we are here.  If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses 

and one for Elijah.”  In other words, Peter wanted to prolong this moment.  He wanted to forget about the main 

feature that is about to be played out – namely the beginning of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem where He will 

suffer and die.  Instead, Peter wanted to jump ahead to that coming attraction known as Easter that He and 

James & John are previewing right now. 

     I attended a pastor’s conference several years ago where the keynote speaker said that this story suggests an 

appropriate name for some churches.  And immediately I thought, “I don’t know of any churches named 

‘Transfiguration Lutheran Church.’”  A few moments later the speaker said, “I’m not suggesting 

Transfiguration Lutheran Church.  What I had in mind was ‘Three Shelters Lutheran Church,’ because many 

times the church seeks not to seize the moment, but to freeze the moment.” 

     This often happens when a church holds on to a special memory of a person or an event from the past.  For 

example, I attended a church when I was a seminary student that was celebrating its 125th anniversary and as the 

people shared some of their favorite memories from the past, many of them said there would never be another 

pastor as great or as wonderful as the one who had retired several years earlier and had recently died.  I felt a 

little sorry for the current pastor, because instead of those people seizing the moment by saying, “Wow, God 

has surely blessed us over the past 125 years, just imagine what God will do over the next 125 years!” many of 

the people there wanted to freeze the moment - meaning they wanted to build a shelter for the past, because they 

were convinced that the church would never be as great as it once was.  They were convinced that their greatest 

years in ministry were behind them. 

     I don’t think the people of this church were trying to put down their current pastor, but sometimes it is just 

human nature that makes us want to hold on to a special moment and hope it will go on forever, only to be 

disappointed when it passes, as inevitably it must, to make way for God’s new blessings. 

     Next Sunday will be exactly 16 years since we held our first worship as a church here in Clayton.  It was an 

incredible day as 123 people gathered for worship at the local roller skating rink.  Some of you were there.  

Months of work went into planning for that first worship service and when it was over, I realized that I couldn’t 

just stay there and celebrate that moment for very long, because we had to do it all over again next Sunday – but 

now we only had a week to prepare instead of several months.  I’m glad we didn’t freeze that moment.  Instead, 



God enabled us to seize that moment by reaching out to others with invitations to come and worship with us, 

buying land a few years later, building this wonderful facility, and creating a variety of different ministries.  It 

has been a great 16 years, but I truly believe that our greatest years in ministry are ahead of us as now we seek 

to expand our facility, create new ministries, and make even more followers of Jesus by sharing His Word and 

living His love.  Will this be an easy process?  No, not at all, it will be very challenging.  In fact, just a Jesus 

heard Peter say, “Lord, let’s just stay here” – meaning “it’s nice on top of the mountain, it’s easy, we don’t have 

any worries up here, let everyone else at the bottom of the mountain do the work of ministry, we’ve worked 

hard enough;” it’s very tempting for us to say, “We don’t need to expand our church building, we are fine the 

way we are, let the next generation of people come in and do that work, it’s their turn we did it the first time 10 

years ago.”   

     Jesus knew there was more work to be done in His ministry, namely His suffering and death on the cross, so 

that all people of every generation could live with Him.  He knew that wouldn’t be easy, so I’m sure Jesus had 

to step over a lot of arguments, pleas, and suggestions about staying on that mountain in order to go back down 

to do the work that God called Him to do. 

     Jim & Carolyn Selby, Chuck & Joan Stuart, and Reginald & Jeanne Tharrington are members of our church 

who have been with us from our beginning in 2001 and I would like to invite them to come forward today to 

stand up here with me.  When they came to Holy Cross they were retired and very content.  When the time 

came for us to begin the campaign to build this church in 2004, I know they supported that campaign with their 

financial gifts as God led them and it would have been very easy for them to sick back and relax on the 

mountain of retirement, and to let others do the work of building this church.  But they knew that God had also 

blessed them  with skills and talents that could be used by the church.  So they approached me (or I approached 

them) about building our altar, pulpit, baptismal font, communion rail, and making banners for our church.  And 

either I accepted their offer or they agreed to build those items.  I’m sure there were times when they had to step 

over doubts and questions about what they had gotten into or how would everything look when completed.  

They saw a need and they were determined to meet that need in order to glorify God.  Today, we and thousands 

of others have been blessed by their efforts as people have been baptized, and have heard the Word of God 

preached, and have received forgiveness through Holy Communion from this altar down here at this altar rail.  

Jim, Chuck, Reginald, & Jeanne, thank you for not staying on top of that retirement mountain, but for coming 

back down and allowing God to work through your gifts and talents so that others would be blessed. 

     Now as we prepare to build again in order to better serve our community, I pray we will all allow God to 

work through our gifts and talents so that many others will be blessed.  In particular, I pray during the days and 

weeks ahead as we focus not on the coming attraction, known as Easter, but on the main attraction that we call 

Lent – a 40-day journey which begins on Wednesday in which we remember how Jesus stepped over all kinds 

of temptations and arguments to avoid going to the cross and willing made His way down through the difficult 

valley of trial and suffering, may we all seize those moments to listen, follow, and serve Jesus however and 

wherever He may lead us – from the mountains, to the valleys, to the cross, and far, far beyond.   


