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     Rose Crawford is a lady who had been blind since birth.  However, at the age of 30 she discovered that there 

was a type of delicate eye surgery that could help her see.  When the bandages were removed after her surgery, 

Rose wept at the beautiful colors that greeted her.  What is unusual, though, about Rose’s story is that 20 years 

of her blindness were unnecessary.  This surgical procedure had been developed 20 years earlier, but no one had 

told her about it.  So being unaware of the advancements in medical science, Rose figured there was nothing 

that could be done that would ever enable her to see. 

     I tell this story because I wonder how many people in our world or in our own community are “spiritually 

blind,” meaning they are not aware of what Jesus, the Great Physician has done and continues to do for them 

because nobody has told them.  In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus and His disciples are walking along 

together when they see this poor blind man who was nothing but a beggar.  Now in those days most people 

believed that all suffering was the result of sin, so the disciples asked Jesus, “Teacher, who sinned, this man or 

his parents, that he was born blind? 

     What’s interesting with this question is that if one believes that the man sinned and is responsible for his 

being born blind, that means somehow he sinned before he was born.  He must have sinned in his mother’s 

womb and oddly enough there were people in those days who believed that; but notice with the disciples’ 

question they do not express any interest in helping him.  Upon seeing this man, all the disciples want to do is 

discuss his situation with Jesus: “Who sinned?”  But when Jesus sees him He sees something to do.  He takes 

some dust from the ground, moistens it with saliva, and puts it on the man’s eyes.  Jesus then sends the man to 

wash in the pool of Siloam and he comes back being able to see.  His neighbors are amazed.  They can’t believe 

it.  So they ask him how this happened and he says that the man called Jesus healed him.  The Pharisees, the 

religious leaders of the day, hear about this and they are furious, because not only are they suspicious of 

everything that Jesus did, but it was the fact that Jesus did the healing – which was considered work – on the 

Sabbath, a blatant violation of their strict religious rules that said there was to be no work done on the Sabbath. 

     So the Pharisees interrogate the man’s parents and on two separate occasions interrogate the man who was 

healed.  After asking the man all kinds of questions, the man finally says, “I may not know all of the rules of 

religion, but one thing I do know, I was blind, and this man, Jesus, put mud on my eyes, I washed, and now I 

see.”  The Pharisees knew that Jesus hadn’t done anything wrong, but they certainly don’t want to admit it for 

fear of losing their power and influence over the people.  So they do what anyone does when they feel insecure 

or frustrated: they turn to force and kick the healed man out of the temple. 

     Jesus hears about the man getting kicked out of the church and He comes to find him in order to offer him 

love, comfort, reassurance, and hope.  Jesus comes to help, and that’s great news for us.  When we are hurting 

or in trouble, Jesus always comes to help.  This blind man is touched by Jesus and as a result, not only is he able 

to physically see, but spiritually his heart opens, He is filled with hope for the first time in his life as he sees 

Jesus as His Savior, and worships Him. 

     So the question for us is: “What do we see?”  The Pharisees saw Jesus, but they rejected Him.  This man, 

who had been blind, sees Jesus and worships Him.  Do we see this world with the eyes of Christ and wonder 

what we can do for others or do we see this world with the eyes of the Pharisees and wonder what can we do for 

ourselves?  The point of this story is not about physical sight, but about spiritual sight; and I guarantee when we 

look at this world with the eyes of Christ, 3 things happen: 

     First, it changes the way we see ourselves.  The fact is we are all born blind – blinded by the cataracts of 

selfishness.  When babies are born, they come into the world screaming.  Do something for me – feed me, hold 

me, change me, love me.  And this selfishness continues through childhood, the teenage years, and even into 

adulthood for some people – take care of me, do for me, please me, give to me. 

     But when we have the eyes of Christ, we change from “Do something for me,” to “Let me do something for 

others.”  With the eyes of Christ, we move from selfish vision to service vision.  And that’s what our Building 

To Serve campaign has been about - expanding our facility in order to serve others, to reach others, and to begin 

new ministries.  If the campaign had been about serving ourselves that would have been the wrong focus.  We 

don’t need to expand our building for ourselves. 



     When we look at the world with the eyes of Christ, it will change the way we see ourselves, and secondly, it 

will change the way we see others.  There is a wonderful story that I have probably mentioned before in Bible 

studies about a little girl who asked her mom if she could say the prayer as they prepared to eat lunch at a 

restaurant.  Her mom said, “Sure.”  So she prayed, “God is great, God is good, and we thank Him for our food.  

And God I will really be thankful if mommy gets ice cream for dessert.  Amen.”  Customers sitting nearby 

laughed a little, except for one woman.  She got up from her seat and said to the girl’s mother, “You should 

never let a child pray like that – that was not an appropriate prayer, asking God for ice cream is ridiculous.”  

And then she moved to a different table away from the girl and her mother. 

     The little girl then burst into tears and asked her mother, “I’m sorry, is God mad at me?”  The little girl’s 

mother put her arms around her and said, “No, that was a great prayer.”  Just then an elderly man walked over 

and said to the girl, “That was a good prayer, in fact, it is the best one I heard all day.  Too bad that lady over 

there never asks God for ice cream, because ice cream is good for the soul.” 

     Naturally, the mother ordered ice cream for dessert, but when the ice cream came to their table the little girl 

did something that no one would forget that day.  She picked up her bowl of ice cream and took it to the woman 

who criticized her prayer and said, “Here, this is for you.  Ice cream is good for the soul.”  Many people in the 

restaurant applauded and I’m sure all of heaven was smiling as that little girl had already learned how to look at 

others with the loving eyes of Christ.  When we see our world with the eyes of Christ, we see people differently.  

We see them as members of God’s family, regardless of how they treat us, and we accept them, embrace them, 

help them, and treat them with love. 

     Finally, when we see the world with the eyes of Christ, it changes the way we see God.  When we put all of 

the crises and difficulties of life into perspective and see them in view of the cross, we realize that not only did 

Jesus die for our sins, but Jesus also paid the punishment for our sins.  Therefore, anything that we go through 

in our lives is not a punishment for our sin.  Jesus did away with that on the cross.  However, that doesn’t mean 

that life will be easy.  Jesus never promised a carefree, painless existence.  And if we willfully sin or do things 

that can harm ourselves, then we must live with the consequences of our actions.  For example, if I smoke 5 

packs of cigarettes/day for 20 years and then develop lung cancer, I should not blame the disease on God.  I 

ought to blame myself.  If I spoil my child and never offer any discipline, and years later my child is very 

selfish and demanding, I should not blame God.  I should blame myself.  God warned us in His Word that we 

will reap what we sow. 

     The problem, though, comes when we reap what we have not sown.  Why did a child who never smoked die 

of lung cancer?  Why was a man born blind?  Back at the beginning of creation, these problems were non-

existent.  At that time there was no sickness, death, hate, or tragedy.  The world was perfect, but then sin 

entered this world through Adam and Eve and it destroyed God’s perfect world.  In the wake of sin came 

disease, death, and humankind’s inhumanity towards others. 

     If God won’t promise us freedom from sickness, hate, and tragedy, what does He promise?  He promises that 

He will not allow more to be put on us than we, with His help, can bear.  He promises that nothing in all of 

creation will ever be able to separate us from His love.  And He promises that if we give Him all of our 

heartaches and sorrows, He will use them for His purposes for something good.  The man born blind in our text 

clearly shows us that the more time we spend with Jesus, the clearer we will see God – not as one who punishes, 

but as one who loves and gives hope. 

     The people of that village saw Jesus in the life of that young man who had been healed.  Do you see Jesus in 

others?  Do people see Jesus in you?  Jesus is the light of the world.  Believe it.  Be passionate about it.  And 

share it – share that vision with others, so they may see Jesus as their Savior before it’s too late. 

   

      


